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JUST six years after the world’s most pres¬ 
tigious cycle race, the Tour de France, took 
to the streets of the county, cycling clubs 
are now warning lives are at risk due to 
the perilous state of Kent’s pothole-fes¬ 
tooned roads. 

The state of our highways has put peo¬ 
ple off using pedal power - despite the 
sport’s high profile last year following Sir 
Bradley Wiggins’ success in the Tour and 
the excitement surrounding the London 
2012 Olympic Games. 

And despite the Tour de France starting 
next Saturday, many see the poor quality 
of roads here putting a stick in the spokes 
of the sport’s revival in this county. 

Such is the problem, enthusiasts say 
people are being put off taking to the sad¬ 
dle and previously ardent road cyclists are 
being forced to use purpose-built, off-road 
tracks instead of country lanes and public 
highways. 

For workers who use their bikes to get to 
the office - something many employers are 
encouraging in this more environmental- 
ly-aware era - the state of the road means 
they take their lives in their hands. 

Pat Hill, president of the Kent Cycling 
Association, which represents 50 clubs in 
the county, said potholes were a “death 
trap” and she was frequently hearing of 
people coming off their bikes because of 
the poor road conditions. 

She warned people’s lives were at risk 
due to the often deep holes which cause 
cyclists to fall off their bikes. 

She said: “We know authorities don’t 

Continued on page 2 
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By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 


LAW 

Police report 
sparks anger 

A WAR of words has erupted 
between Kent's Police and 
Crime Commissioner Ann 
Barnes and Leading Tory MP 
Mark Reckless. 

It follows the publication this 
week of a damning report on 
the way Kent Police records its 
crime figures. 

Full details inside. PAGE 4 


COURT 

Jail for £60k 
rail graffiti yob 

A SURVEYOR who was earning 
£60,000 a year was this week 
jailed for a seven-year graffiti 
spree. 

Kristian Holmes defaced 
trains and railway Lines across 
London and the south east, 
causing in excess of £250,000 
of damage. 

Full details inside. PAGE 10 


ENTERTAINMENT 

Back to reality 
from The Voice 

HE CAME within a whisker of 
reaching the final of BBC talent 
show The Voice, but Joseph 
Apostol was back in reality this 
week. 

Now the talented singer 
from Medway tells us he is 
determined to be a star with 
plans to record his debut 
album PAGE 22 
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TODAY: Sun and heavy showers. Some 
thunder. Moderate winds. Max temp 15- 
18C (59-64F). TONIGHT: Dry with clear 
spells. Min temp 10-13C (50-55F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover n.25 6.7 23.48 6.8 

Margate 00.03 4.7 12.22 4.7 

St Mary’s 05.01 5.6 17.27 5.8 

WEEK AHEAD 


Monday 

Max 18C 

Min 9C 

^ Tuesday 

Max 18C 

Min 9C 

fc? Wednesday Max 18C 

Min IOC 

Thursday 

Max 19C 

Min 11C 

Friday 

Maxl9C 

Min 12C 
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Min 11C 
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ROADS 

Fears for safety of cyclists 


Continued from front page 

have much money, but while money is 
important, lives are even more impor¬ 
tant. Potholes are the bane of our lives 
on Kent roads. They cause injuries, they 
ruin equipment. It’s a major problem.” 

“The potholes put people off. If Kent 
County Council wants people to take 
cycling up, then it has got to make the 
roads better.” 

With the summer holidays approach¬ 
ing, more people are expected to hit the 
saddle as families enjoy time off and the 
- hopefully - sunny weather. 

And with the Tour de France starting 
on June 30, interest is expected to peak. 

But Mrs Hill admits she feels nervous 
when she sees families cycling past her 
home in Biddenden, near Ashford. 

She says: “I see parents with children 
on the backs of their bikes and I think 
‘good for them’ but it worries me. 

“Potholes are a death trap and if you 
don’t notice them it can be dangerous.” 

Mrs Hill said one of the problems was 
that a lot of potholes were just patched- 
up rather than completely repaired. 

“If there’s a bit left undone, all it takes 
is a vehicle to come past and rip it back 
up, particularly lorries,” she said. 


“It’s a waste of money if road teams 
come out to patch potholes up and then 
you see them back in a few months.” 

But it’s not just Mrs Hill who is con¬ 
cerned. General secretary of the Meridi¬ 
an Cycling Club, Ray Ransom, said the 
roads were “very poor”. 

The club is based in Orpington but 
members spend much of their time on 
bike rides across Kent. 

Explains Mr Ransom: “Most of our 
riders are experienced but I worry for 
those who aren’t so used to being out on 
their bikes. There are a lot of new people 
cycling ever since Bradley Wiggins won 
[at the Olympics and Tour de France] 
last year and that worries me.” 

But Kent Highways, part of Kent 
County Council, insists it is doing every¬ 
thing it can to make sure potholes are 
being fixed - and quickly. 

Potholes form when water gets into 
cracks in the road and then freezes, ex¬ 
panding and making the crack bigger, 
creating a hole. This is worsened when 
vehicles then drive over them. 

And with one of the coldest winters 
just behind us, Kent Highways is des¬ 
perately trying to fill in the holes before 
the colder months are upon us again. 

It seems a never-ending cycle. 


KCC cabinet member for transport, 
and cycling enthusiast, David Brazier, 
said: “Over the last six months, our 
highways crews have been working 
tirelessly on our ‘Find and Fix’ cam¬ 
paign - where our crews fix every pot¬ 
hole they come across as well as re¬ 
sponding to road defects reported to us 
by members of the public. 

“We have also invested an extra 
£1.15m funding in our roads this year 
- on top of our existing investment - in a 
bid to keep us ahead in the battle against 
potholes. 

“I’d like to invite the cycling groups 
that have spoken to Kent on Sunday to 
come and talk to us directly. 

“I am sure we will be able to ease their 
concerns and that they will, in turn, be 
able to help us with our work to improve 
the county’s roads for all road users.” 

A spokeswoman for tourism group 
Visit Kent said anything that would de¬ 
ter visitors from coming here was con¬ 
cerning, adding: “We would, however, 
remind cyclists of the overall welcome 
and service they can expect in Kent.” 

In 2007, the Tour de France held its 
opening stage in the UK, taking in Med¬ 
way, Maidstone, Tunbridge Wells, Ash¬ 
ford and concluding in Canterbury. 


WHAT YOU SAY 


In a recent poll on our website, 
KentNews.co.uk, we asked: 

What is the main thing that 
would deter you from cycling 
on Kent’s roads? 

Danger from speed of traffic 

30 % 


Condition of the county’s roads 
(potholes etc) 

27 % 


Lack of dedicated cycle lanes 

16 % 


Weather 

2 % 


Not being fit enough 

4 % 


All of the above 

21 % 


COMING UP IN THE NEXT MONTH 


ALSO 



Top of the Class 

June 30 

As the school league tables are 
published, we take a look at 
those who find themselves top 
of the class. 


Train to Gain 

July 7 

Looking to get ahead of the rest 
in pursuit of your dream job or 
future career? Make this your 
first port of call. 




Convertibles 

July 14 

Is there a better way to enjoy 
the summer by putting the roof 
down and hitting the road? We 
look at the convertible for you. 


E-editions 

Don't miss out 


Read this paper, and all our 
back issues too, online 



■ Are you or your business interested in any of the upcoming features? Editorial - 01303 817100 Advertising - 01303 817150 


At www.kentnews.co.uk 

FREE Get all the latest 
Kent news, sport and 
leisure 

FREE Subscribe to our daily 
newsletter, sending you the 
top headlines straight to 
your inbox 

FREE Read this newspaper 
- and our archive - with our 
intuitive e-edition, page¬ 
turning software 

And on Twitter 

FREE Get the headlines as 
they break - follow us at 
Twitter.com/KOSMedia 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS 

Top of the range ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling 
garage door, superb product maintenance free. 

Totally secure and fully guaranteed. 

RRP £2,155.00 

NOW JUST £699 



TO SEE THIS ‘SEGURO’ DOOR 
WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION 


TEL: 01622 765993 


INC VAT & FITTED FREE!!* 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call: 01622 765993 Quote Ref K.O.S 


MAIDSTONE • CANTERBURY 
CROYDON • COLCHESTER 

www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Linda’s library to start 
first stand-up archive 

University to use Late star’s Life’s work 
to form major new comedy coLLection 

By Chris Murphy 


Picture courtesy of Wayne Larkin 


editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

SEVEN years after her death, the comedy genius 
of Linda Smith is set to live on as a major collec¬ 
tion of her work forms the basis of the first ever 
archive of British stand-up comedy, being com¬ 
piled by academics at the University of Kent. 

The star of radio and TV died of ovarian cancer 
in 2006 after battling the illness, secretly, for 
three years. She was just 48 

A regular on such shows as Have I Got News 
For You and 01, and BBC Radio 4 programmes 
Just a Minute, the News Quiz and Sorry, I Haven’t 
a Clue, she was voted Wittiest Living Person in 
2002 by listeners of the radio station. 

Born in Erith, her partner Warren Larkin this 
week revealed a near definitive collection of her 
performances and material has been donated to 
the University of Kent to form the basis of a new 
collection which, ultimately, could be put online. 

He got in touch with an old friend, Oliver Dou¬ 
ble, who agreed to make Linda’s tapes and pa¬ 
pers the cornerstone of a new collection. 

As most comics tend to do, Linda had a lot of 
her work recorded to allow her to review what 
went well and what went flat. 

Her long-term partner Mr Larkin is in the busi¬ 
ness as a promoter, manager and occasional per¬ 
former and was always ready with the record 
button during their 28 years together. 

He told KoS: “It was really emotional seeing 
Linda’s work leave in the back of that lorry. I did 




RECORDED: The Late Linda Smith and Left, pictured with Warren Larkin on holiday in the 1980s 


gulp knowing it was no longer with me. It took 
forever to gather it all together from the loft. 

“But I am also delighted that one day it could 
all be made available to the public either online 
or in the university library after being digitised.” 

Mr Larkin admits he still struggles to watch 
videos of his partner performing as he finds them 
too painful - but with the audio he can take sol¬ 
ace, adding: “It’s all on old cassettes and video - 
formats that would make playing regularly diffi¬ 
cult so it will all need sorting and cataloguing. 

“Linda wanted everything taped so she could 
learn from each performance. Some of them go 
right back to the 1980s when she was at small 
clubs in Sheffield, where we were both at uni. 

“There is a mountain of material and it’s won¬ 
derful news that the university is making it all 
the centrepiece of its new stand-up collection.” 

Mr Double welcomed the offer with open arms. 
The head of drama, who teaches a module on 
stand-up, told this newspaper: “I knew Linda 


EVENT 


Stone me! Festival to host bid 
to break cherry spitting record 


IT SOUNDS Like the most 
relaxing of events; an annual 
cherry festival held amid the 
orchards and celebrating one 
of nature’s finest fruits. 

But if you head down to the 
Brogdale Cherry Festival, near 
Faversham, next month you 
may see an awful lot of 
spitting. 

The good news, however, is 
that it is all for a good cause as 
contestants try and write their 
names into the Guinness Book 
of Records for spitting cherry 
stones. 

The current record has been 
held for nine years by Brian 
‘Young Gun' Krause. 

He managed to project a 
stone with his mouth over a 
distance of 93ft 6.5in - more 
than 28 metres. 

The American achieved the 
record at the International 
Cherry Pit-Spitting Champion¬ 
ship at Eau Claire, Michigan, 
USA, in 2004. 

Not happy with that, and 


away from the strict rules that 
govern the ‘sport’, the 35-year- 
old from Michigan, managed to 
send one 110ft 4in later in the 
day, in the freestyle event. But 
the Guinness Book of Records 



FRUIT: Cherries star at event 

said that one didn’t count as 
contestants have to remain 
flat-footed during their spit. 

So now, visitors to the 
Brogdale Cherry Festival 
Weekend, home of the 
treasured National Fruit 
Collection, will get the chance 
to better him. 

Not that it’s expected 


more than (I knew) Warren. I interviewed her 
for my studies while at Sheffield University. 

“Having her complete works is incredible. 
Usually we just hear the ‘best-of compilations, 
but this includes off-air work so you can hear 
how she developed and when things go wonky. 

“Ultimately, it would be great if we can get 
most of this available online, much like the his¬ 
tory of cartoons archive the university has, but 
that is some way in the future. 

“We have the time consuming job of going 
through it all first to see exactly what we have. It 
is an exciting time.” 


CRIME 

Yobs destroy graves 

VANDALS destroyed 30 graves in a Chatham 
cemetery - even setting fire to items left on 
tombs for lost children. 

Headstones were smashed and flowers and 
toys left by loved ones at the cemetery off 
Maidstone Road damaged. Police, who described 
the attack as ‘‘senseless and despicable", believe 
the yobs attacked the site between 10pm on 
June 17 and 7.30am the following day. 

Anyone with information should call 101. 

POLICE 

PCC hires RAF exec 

A SENIOR officer in the Royal Air Force looks set 
to be handed the £90,000-a-year role as chief of 
staff for Kent's Police and Crime Commissioner 
Ann Barnes. 

Mike Stepney is currently head of current 
operations and plans at the RAF, based near 
High Wycombe. His appointment is set to be 
confirmed on Wednesday. 

DEATH 

Tributes to football ace 

FRIENDS and fans have been paying tribute to a 
popular non-league footballer who died after a 
five-year fight with motor neurone disease. 

Father-of-two Mark Stanton was just 44 when 
he passed away at his Folkestone home. He was 
best known for his career at Ashford Town and 
also played for Folkestone and Hythe. 


SALE 


The G Plan collection 
now with 25% off RRP 


anyone will muster enough 
puff. There are regular 
attempts at cherry festivals 
around the world, with national 
championships in America, 

New Zealand and Australia. 

But Brogdale wants to bring 
the record to England and is 
calling on anyone who thinks 
they have a chance to step up. 

Brogdale manager Bernie 
Cranfield said: ‘‘It is the first 
time we have attempted a 
world record. As we hold the 
largest collection of fruit in the 
world it would be the cherry on 
top if the title for Cherry Stone 
Spitting - Greatest Distance 
was to be won here." 

The competition is to be 
filmed and carried out with the 
guidance of the Guinness 
World Records. 

This will be Brogdale's sixth 
annual Cherry Festival 
showing off its 320 varieties. 

The festival is held on the 
weekend of July 20-21 at 
Brogdale Farm, Faversham. 


Celebrating 

60 years 
of great 

British sofas 


IKTiS 


j— 


2 seat sofa shown in "L" grade leather from RRP £1756 Now £1315 

also available in a variety of fabrics from RRP £1223 Now £915 

Blending sumptuous comfort with modern lines, the Washington is the height of finely tailored design 


www.nasons.co.uk 

Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

Free parking in front of the showroom and Free local delivery over £300 T&C’s apply 


Mkfefcglakfcfel.1 
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CHARITY 


POLICING 


Celebrity duo pay hospice a visit 
ahead of Music on the Hill festival 


By Joe Bill 

joe.bill@archantco.uk 

FASHION designer Karen Millen and pop star 
Peter Andre made a special visit to children’s 
hospice Demelza, in Bobbing, near Sit- 
tingbourne, this week as anticipation 
builds towards a major charity festi¬ 
val next month. 

Mr Andre will be one of the head¬ 
liners at the Music on the Hill festi¬ 
val which takes place in Kings Hill, 

West Mailing, between July 19-21. 

He will be joined by a star-studded 
line-up which includes Jools Holland, 

McFly, X Factor winner Joe McElderry 
and Stooshe. 

Profits from the event will go towards Demelza 


and Teens Unite Fighting Cancer - of which Ms 
Millen is the founder of. 

Born and raised in Maidstone, Ms Millen went 
on to create the hugely successful retail chain in 
her name, before selling in a multi-million 
pound deal in 2004. 

During their visit, the duo met some 
of the young people helped at the 
hospice and posed for photographs 
with staff, children and families be¬ 
fore being taken on a tour of the 
facilities. 

Mr Andre said: “I met some fan¬ 
tastic children and I was blown away 
by the facilities on offer to children and 
families.” 

Tickets for the charity show are currently on 
sale. See www.musiconthehill.org for details. 



REGENERATION 

Docks scheme rejected 


ENTERTAINMENT 

Rick Stein books spot 


Target culture 
encouraged by 
PCC is cause of 
damning report 
findings, says MP 


A MAJOR £650 million redevelopment plan in 
Chatham has been put on ice after councillors 
rejected first phase plans for an area dubbed as 
Chatham Waters. 

The ambitious scheme, put forward by 
developer Peel Land and Property, would see 
1,000 homes, a hotel, supermarket and 
conference centre built on the dockland site. 

They will now have to return to the drawing 
board after Medway Council rejected them. 


CELEBRITY chef Rick Stein will be cooking up 
some interest when he leaps from the TV 
screens and into the Bluewater shopping 
complex next month. 

With his new BBC TV show charting his 
travels across India now been screened, he will 
be at the centre to sign copies of the accompa¬ 
nying book - also called Rick Stein's India. 

He appears at Waterstones on July 13 at 
1.30pm. 




J # U«£ A 

1 j - OH THE FARM ■§§■ 

'yn s ^n3c*mC‘“*» buM > \MMjmMww 

ff 1 2bih, 27ik, 28th pdy 2013 

^ TiusT *» 

SEASICK STEVE * JESSIE WARE * SOUL II SOUL hit. CiM wiEEIil 

MAN LIKE ME * TRIBES * ETHAN JOHNS • SIMONE FELICE • ASWAD • WILLY MOON 

DUB PISTOLS • LUCY ROSE • DUKE SPECIAL • MARIKA HACKMAN • DAVID RODIGAN MRE 
^ ^ SCRATCH PERVERTS ' MK • MARSHELL JEFFERSON • DJ ALFREDO ' DJ FORMAT 
* 1 • CONNECTED • JESSE JAMES & JONNY BLOOMFIELD 

CHECK OUT WEBSITE FOR FULL LINEUP 

- COMEDY, CABARET, SPOKEN WORD - 
STEPHEN K AMOS • RICHARD HERRING • TONY LAW • PHIL KAY • MARCEL LUGONT 

ANDREW MAXWELL • BOOM & BANG CIRCUS • JONNY WOO • KATE TEMPEST ( 

- TIE LITTLE LOUIE - ^ 

*1 “GUARDIAN TOP 10 UK FESTIVAL FOR FAMILIES" O 

-FOOD AND DRINK- ^ 

“BEST FESTIVAL FOR FOODIES” THE GUARDIAN 

VICTORIAN FUNFAIR • VINTAGE & ARTISAN MARKETS 
„„ APPLE SPA • ROLLER DISCO • VINTAGE PINBALL PARLOUR 

(ti Canterbury 

wc 0 1 1 e 8 e imth /J2v 

XVxmu. lip. w) (jg) Dreamland 

& www. iDJUM^nJttwQahm. co. uk |j 

WlsAton J’jOAm, VYlsUtion Jjzm Souih, Tlacldnqian Jjzrn, Qjcinisihbuhy, £7# 7<BO. 



Ann Barnes finds herself on the defensive once 
more after report exposes failings in way crime 
is recorded and MP turns up political pressure 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

PRESSURE is mounting on Kent’s Police and 
Crime Commissioner Ann Barnes to take respon¬ 
sibility for failings within the force in light of a 
damning report exposing inaccuracies in crime 
recording. 

Serious concerns were raised by Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) after in¬ 
spectors found that one in 10 incidents were not 
being properly recorded as a crime by Kent 
Police. 

HMIC also found that one in four incidents 
originally recorded as crimes were wrongly 
downgraded to ‘no crimes’, and identified an 
historic “institutional bias” which meant some 
officers were pursuing easy-to-solve crimes to 
boost detection rates rather than those with a 
greater impact on the public. 

PCC Ann Barnes, who commissioned the re¬ 
port after the arrest of five officers last November 
over alleged manipulation of crime statistics, 
called the findings “deeply disappointing” and 
challenged Chief Constable of Kent Police Ian 
Learmonth at a meeting on Tuesday. 

But fingers are now being pointed at Mrs 
Barnes, with critics saying she should be shoul¬ 
dering some of the blame. 

High-profile Conservative Mark Reckless, MP 
for Rochester and Strood, who sits on the home 
affairs select committee at Parliament, said it 
was wrong to “scapegoat” the chief constable. 

He said: “I think Ann Barnes needs to put her 
hand up to take responsibility. 

“It would be wrong to scapegoat the chief 
constable for the historic target-driven culture - 
he was only appointed in 2010.” 

Mrs Barnes was, for six years, chair of the Kent 
Police Authority (KPA) - the body previously in 
place to scrutinise the force before it was replaced 
with the elected PCC last year. 

She argues that as chair of KPA she did not 
have the powers now available in her role as PCC 
to ask for HMIC to investigate crime recording. 

She said: “KPA in the past had to accept Kent 
Police’s own figures which, in a report in Janu¬ 
ary 2012, said the force ‘almost always recorded 
crimes accurately’: KPA had to accept that, the 
report was verified by HMIC,” she said. 


“It surprised me. With new powers as PCC I 
took action. I asked the specific question: ‘Can the 
public have confidence in Kent’s crime figures?’.” 

It was that question which exposed the fail¬ 
ings in crime recording. 

But Mr Reckless, a previously outspoken critic 
of Mrs Barnes, said the previous Labour govern¬ 
ment and KPA had put too much emphasis on 
crime levels. This, inevitably, may have pushed 
some officers to downgrade crime to keep figures 
artificially low. 

He said while Mrs Barnes’ new powers as PCC 
had allowed her to commission the latest report, 
she should take responsibility for what was 
exposed due to her constant push for low crime 
levels while chair of KPA. 

He said: “There was so much emphasis on 
police statistics and officers knew they were 
judged by them.” 

Mrs Barnes, however, said there had been a 
target-driven culture in the county “as long as 
she could remember”. 

She said: “Police officers are public servants 
who have to perform. ” 

She also pointed out Mr Reckless was also on 
the KPA. 

Mr Reckless stressed that he worked to imple¬ 
ment Tory party policy while on the KPA. 

“I delivered the policy of having elected PCCs,” 
he said. 

“One reason we wanted to do this was to stop 
this target-driven culture. In 2003, I published 
a policy document for local accountability, elect¬ 
ing one person to be responsible and abolishing 
targets. 

“The police should do what the public want. 
People want to see visible policing, to see action 
taken when a crime has been reported - they 
want to feel the police are doing their job, not 
based on statistics.” 

He added: “If people feel the police are doing 
this, they’ll re-elect the PCC.” 

But will they? Mrs Barnes, who earns £8 5,000, 
has hit the headlines in recent months for all the 
wrong reasons, including the Paris Brown youth 
commissioner debacle and her decision to ap¬ 
point a communications advisor with a salary of 
£70,000. 

Mr Reckless said: “I think the mistakes are 
accumulating. Very serious incidents have 
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CAN PUBLIC HAVE CONFIDENCE IN KENT CRIME FIGURES? 


IT WAS a simple question by PCC Ann 
Barnes but it unearthed shocking results, 
prompting calls for a UK-wide inquiry into 
how police forces record crime. 

HMIC’s report - based on a sample of 303 
cases - found the force is under-recording 
approximately one in every 10 crimes, with 
some victims not getting the service they 
deserve. 

It also highlighted the process used to ‘no 
crime' - when a crime is declared not to be a 
crime - was incorrect in some of the cases 
reviewed. 

It pointed out "institutional bias" towards 
chasing numeric targets by solving easier 


crimes, such as people smoking cannabis or 
shoplifters, rather than crimes which may 
have a greater impact on people in Kent. 

But it stressed there had been no corrup¬ 
tion within the force. 

Chief Constable Ian Learmonth said it was 
not acceptable, but said improvements were 
already being made. He stressed people 
whose crimes had been wrongly classified 
had been contacted. 

He said: "Nine out of 10 crimes recorded 
correctly is not good enough and the public 
needs to be reassured." 

■ Turn to the comment page for an 
exclusive article by the chief constable. 




MAKING WAVES: MP Mark Reckless (left) blames Ann Barnes and not Chief Constable Learmonth 


happened on her watch and the people of Kent 
will be concerned.” 

But Mrs Barnes is sticking to her guns that 
this latest action in commissioning the crime 
recording report is making sure the police are 
accountable, transparent and open. 

“I’m doing what I’m supposed to do; this is 
what I’m here for,” she said. “I have to hold the 
force to account. I could have commissioned this 
report and not said anything to anyone, but even 
though it was uncomfortable, I made it public.” 

She stressed that the ‘no crime’ statistic was 
broadly in line nationally, but the one in 10 
figure was a shock, particularly as the January 
2012 report had said the force “almost always” 
recorded accurately. 

“I’ve got to have time to digest this and not 
just make a knee-jerk decision on the action I 
need to take,” added Mrs Barnes. 

She stressed improvements had been made 
already by the force, but that she would be 
asking for HMIC to assess the situation again in 
December. 

The inspection was carried out using a new 
mechanism by HMIC which has sparked a 


nationwide drive to check every force. 

Criminologist Marian FitzGerald, from the 
University of Kent, said the pressure to get crime 
down and to show an increase in detection rates 
had exposed the perverse effects on Kent, but she 
warned it would not be the only force. 

“The first thing we need to do is find out what 
is the honest level of crime,” she said. 

“PCCs should seize the moment - we want to 
see an honest account. Stop some of this pres¬ 
sure from politicians and the Home Office about 
bringing down crime. The public know the po¬ 
lice can’t perform miracles.” 

Kent Police Federation chair, Ian Pointon, 
said for too long the federation had raised con¬ 
cerns about the culture of chasing targets. 

He explained: “We have also argued this was 
not about individual police officer actions; this 
was not about corruption or wrongdoing, this 
was about a performance culture within Kent 
Police. We welcome HMIC’s recognition of this. 

“Work is already under way to change the 
performance culture within the force, to focus 
more keenly on the quality of service delivery as 
opposed to target chasing.” 



TRANSPORT 

London train 
stations shut 


TRAVELLERS planning to use rail services 
this weekend in or out of Kent are being 
warned that one of London’s major termi¬ 
nals will be shut on Sunday. 

Due to planned engineering work, no 
train services will run to or from Charing 
Cross and Waterloo East stations. 

As a result, train services will operate 
as scheduled to and from London Bridge 
before terminating at Cannon Street. 

Train operators Southeastern also ad¬ 
vise those passengers planning to travel 
on the last train services from London, 
that the services will depart from London 
Bridge 15 minutes later than scheduled. 


COURTS 

Cigarette cabbie jailed 

A TAXI driver from Gillingham has been jailed for 
attempting to smuggle more than 3.6 million 
cigarettes into the UK and evading £925,000 
excise duty and tax. 

Baljinder Singh was transferring cigarettes 
from a sea container into two vans at an 
industrial unit in Tilbury, Essex, when he was 
caught by the Metropolitan Police who were car¬ 
rying out a surveillance operation. 

He was jailed this week for five years. 


CRIME 

Head-butting burglar 

A BURGLAR who head-butted a homeowner 
and grabbed him by the throat after being 
caught in the act has been jailed for four years. 

Daniel Hedgeley, 20, of no fixed abode had 
been found in the house in St Luke's Road, 
Maidstone at around 8.30pm on April 16, and 
fought to escape. But with the help of a 
neighbour he was captured. 

He also pleaded guilty to a role in another 
burglary and two counts of handling stolen goods. 



Our new Online Van Service Advisor is now live at Sparshatts of Kent Ltd 

Offering a fast and convenient way to get a quote or request a booking for your 
next Mercedes-Benz Van Service or repair 

www.mercedes-benzvanservicing.co.uk/sparshatts 


It’s available 24/7 online, with no hidden charges, the prices are for fixed price 
repairs, so its quick and upfront to get a quotes. 



Online No obligation Quote Convenient First-class Service QR Code 



Of course you can still call us or drop in to get your quote or make your booking, just call 

0844 396 1122 : Ashford : Dartford : Sittingbourne : Tonbridge 
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Bybrook Barn Garden Centre 


1000's Of Plants To Brighten Your Garden 


COFFEE SHOP & RESTAURANT 


ROSE FESTIVAL 5/6/7 JULY 


Come 
and join us 
experience the 
aroma and colour 
of 1000's of Roses, 


Food Hall American Diner Edinburgh Wool Mill Craft Centre Furniture Clearance Centre Hot Tubs Picture Gallery 


Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm 
Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 Junction 9, A28) 
Tel: 01233 631959 www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 


Lakeland Walk & Picnic Area 
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CULTURE 

Blow as bid fails to make final shortlist 

But those behind the ambitious city campaign vow to ensure spirit generated Lives on 
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WHAT IS THE UK CITY OF CULTURE 2017? 


Inspired by Liverpool's success in 
winning the right to become the 
European City of Culture 2008, then 
culture secretary Andy Burnham 
announced plans were under way 
to create a UK-only version. 

Liverpool had seen a major 
influx of visitors and it is estimated 
some £735 million was pumped 
into the local economy as a direct 
consequence. 

A panel was set up in 2009 to 
consider the proposal, chaired by 
Grange Hill and Brookside creator 
Phil Redmond, who had been influen¬ 
tial in securing Liverpool's success. 


It was eventually agreed the 
status should be awarded once every 
four years - beginning in 2013. 

Winning the right to host the event 
will herald a major injection of 
publicity and investment, as well as 
the opportunity to stage some major 
cultural events, such as the Turner 
Prize and the Man Booker Prize. 

The first city to secure the title 
was Derry-Londonderry for this year. 
It predicts success will allow it to 
generate nearly 3,000 tourism jobs 
alone by 2020. 

The winner of the 2017 contest 
will be announced later this year. 


By Joe Bill 

joe.bill@archant.co.uk 

ORGANISERS of the failed bid for East Kent to be 
crowned UK City of Culture 2017 insist the mo¬ 
mentum it created will not be lost. 

As one of 11 bidding to reach the final four 
shortlist, East Kent - a combined effort of Ash¬ 
ford, Canterbury, Thanet, Dover and Folkestone 
councils, spearheaded by Kent County Council 
and using the tag line A City Imagined - discov¬ 
ered on Wednesday it had not been selected. 

While the news will come as a blow to those 
who backed the bid, the team behind it say they 
are determined to build on what has been 
achieved thus far. 

The steering committee will meet again on 
July 2 to discuss what they can do next. 

Chris Hespe, KCC’s head of culture and sport, 
speaking on behalf of the bid team, said: “We are 
all hugely disappointed. 

“We have always believed East Kent has a 
powerful case, one that challenges conventions 
and encourages people to think again about an 
area they thought they knew. 

“Nonetheless the very process of bidding has 
been a victory in itself - helping us to realise the 
power of culture to inspire, to excite and to bind 
the people of east Kent. This spirit will long out¬ 
live our disappointment. 

“Regardless of today’s outcome, we remain 


committed to ensuring that 2017 will be a very 
special year for east Kent culture - and we will 
be spending the next few weeks deciding which 
elements of our proposed programme we will be 
taking forward.” 

KCC insists only time was spent on the bid and 
that any costs involved were picked up by the 
organisations who supported the campaign. 

Phil Redmond, chair of the independent advi¬ 
sory panel which is judging the awards for the 


Department for Media, Culture and Sport, said: 
“It was incredibly difficult to decide on a shortlist 
as all the bids recognised the power of culture to 
bring about social change and offered innova¬ 
tive and interesting programmes. 

“In the end, the panel thought the four short¬ 
listed cities offered plans that were ambitious, 
realistic and would not only deliver for their 
communities, but would also maintain the mo¬ 
mentum created around the success of Derry- 


Londonderry.” 

East Kent had always been an outsider to se¬ 
cure the hotly contested crown. Bookmakers 
had put its odds as long as 16-1. 

The candidates going through to the 
next round are Hull, Leicester, Dundee and Swan¬ 
sea Bay. Other unlucky bidders were: Aberdeen, 
Chester, Hastings and Bexhill-on-Sea, Plymouth, 
Portsmouth and Southampton and Southend 
on Sea. 


Summer 

Savings 


jt /xr 

► Padstow Dining 

Painted finish in 3 colours all with solid oak tops. Various tables plus 
choice of loose cover or wooden chairs with matching cabinets. 
Round Table & 4 Chintz loose cover chairs. 


► Newark Dining 

Contemporary styling with 
walnut veneer and tempered 
glass. Good selection of 
unusual pieces. 

Table & 4 Chairs. 

Usual Price £1395 
Sale price £1099 



nathan noitcs ercol © CXimi 

I r\ v I/ A O Sale starts Saturday 22nd June 

y y | | p\ ^ Sandling Road, Maidstone Tel. 01622 753073 

r s www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 
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Planning your new kitchen, bathroom or bedroom? 

Newly launched: The Kent Collection 

The most affordable range of furniture ever 
manufactured and offered by Ream. 

Visit our impressive 6,000 sq ft award-winning showroom 
at Gillingham for inspiration and unrivalled choice. 

We offer a FREE professional design service. 
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HEALTH 

Race ace reveals wife’s 
emergency life-saving 
op after hospital ‘error’ 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

TRIPLE British Superbike champion Shane 
‘Shakey’ Byrne said his wife nearly died after a 
private hospital allegedly left pads of gauze inside 
of her following a major operation. 

Mother-of-two Petra Byrne had to be rushed 
into the Medway Maritime while her husband, 
36, was in Scotland last week preparing for the 
latest rounds in the motorcycling championship. 

Only moments before the race started did he 
know she was okay after she rang from her hos¬ 
pital bed to wish him well. 

Mrs Byrne had undergone a hysterectomy at a 
private hospital elsewhere several weeks ago, 
but continued to complain of pain. 

Despite reassuring her husband 
she was fine, Mrs Byrne’s health 
forced her to remain at home and 
miss being by Shakey’s side at a 
race meeting for the first time 
since they started dating eight 
years ago. 

Fearing complications, the 
motorcycling ace asked best man 
at their wedding, Chris Lambourne, 
to take his wife back to the private 
hospital to speak to the surgeon. 

But after her worries were dismissed, Mr Lam¬ 
bourne became increasingly concerned and took 
her to a local GP who immediately sent her to the 
local Gillingham hospital. 

She was rushed into theatre and underwent a 
potentially life-saving operation, remaining in 
hospital under observation this week. 

At his home on Sheppey this week, Shakey, 
who won the championship last year, and also in 
2003 and 2008, told KoS: “She could have died. 

“She had the hysterectomy three weeks ago 
and complained about a lot of pain afterwards. 

“And Petra doesn’t complain. She is as hard as 
nails, bless her. She kept saying ‘I don’t feel right’ 
and I told her to go back to the hospital. 


“Eventually she agreed and wa going there on 
the Thursday before the last races. I had left for 
the track in Scotland on the Wednesday. 

“Chris took her to the hospital, saw her surgeon 
and he didn’t even check her or do any tests. 

“Chris didn’t like the look of her and refused to 
drive her home, and they ended up at the Med¬ 
way, where they took one look at her, rushed her 
in and did a load of tests. 

“She had multiple collections of blood stuck in 
her abdomen that would not come out naturally. 

“They kept her in trying to understand why 
she was so poorly, then performed a CT scan 
which confirmed these blood collections. 

“The hospital tried to flush the blood out of 
her, but it didn’t work. 

“On Monday morning she went to 
the toilet and some gauze or swabs 
that had been used in operation 
theatres had been left inside of 
her and she passed them natu¬ 
rally. 

“Tests are now being carried 
out by the Medway Maritime to 
ensure they were not from them, 
and as soon as they come back 
and can say it is 100 per cent not 
down to them, the private hospital 
and surgeon that did the operation will 
be getting a letter from our solicitor. 

“Medway told Chris that had he not insisted 
on taking her in, the infection would have got so 
bad it would have stopped her heart. When you 
hear that you know it’s not an exaggeration. 

“When I think a surgeon left my wife like that 
for three weeks, it is an absolute disgrace. The 
terrifying thing is had it not been for Chris it 
would have got worse and worse.” 

As the drama unfolded, Mrs Byrne rang her 
husband as he prepared to race at the notori¬ 
ously tough Knockhill circuit, to wish him well 
just after going under the knife. 

He went on to win both races and put himself 
in pole position to win the championship again. 




Used static caravan holiday home for 
sale. Sleeps 8, in wonderful condition. 
Great site, fabulous facilities including 
Two swimming pools, fishing lake, 
Restaurant, entertainment complex. 
Mini golf and direct access to 
the beach. 

£9,995 inc fees 
07972 719987 


Why I hope you 
never have to 
ring this number: 
01795 477505 

Hi, I'm Richard Ratcliffe and usually people 
ring me when their marriage has broken 
down; or they are in dispute with a 
neighbour; or they have had an injury at 
work; or someone has died. 

Matrimonial, litigation, personal injury, 
commercial law, conveyancing and 
probate. I do it. It's my job - but I never 
forget that for you it could be the most 
important moment in your life, that moment 
when you pick up the phone to ring. 

RATCLIFFES Solicitors 

Tel: 01795 477505 

e-mail: office@ratcliffes.org 
www.ratcliffessolicitors.co.uk 
22 Park Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1DR 


COURT 

Jail for cruel charity hoaxer 



LOVING: Byrne was in Scotland 
when his wife's drama unfolded 


A FRAUDSTER has been jailed 
for two years after hosting a 
number of events pretending 
to raise money for a young 
boy's medical care fund. 

Robert Harvey, 53, from 
Elmwood Road in Chattenden, 
near Rochester, claimed to be 
raising funds for a four-year- 
old boy from the Meopham 
area, born with a serious 


medical condition. 

But he replaced genuine 
contact numbers and details 
with his own and pocketed 
hundreds of pounds donated 
by well-wishers. 

Police were only alerted 
after the family of the sick boy 
noticed events being organised 
they knew nothing about and 
reported the details 



Get £20 cashback ii 
with us. ■ 

It's yours to spend on board as you sail over. r | 



Sail with us and you won't just be enjoying a journey to France on the newest 
and biggest fleet on the Channel. You'll be enjoying great value too. 

Because with every long break return ticket, we'll be giving you a £20 cashback 
voucher to spend in our Club Lounge, onboard shop. Food Court or Brasserie. 

With up to 46 sailings a day, great value deals and £20 cashback, why travel 
with anyone else? 


dover to Calais From 

Each way, includes car ^ 
and up to 9 people. 


35 


Book direct with us 

08712 22 oi 22 POferries.com 

Calls cost lOp per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles will be higher. 


P&OTA Ferries 


Fare includes all taxes and a £2.50 web discount. Offer applies to new long break (more than 5 days) return crossings. 
Offer may be withdrawn without prior notice. Travel by 31st December 2013. Vouchers are non-transferable and have 
no monetary value. Vouchers can be used as part or full purchase in the onboard shop, Club Lounge, Food Court, 
or Brasserie on outbound Dover to Calais crossings. Full terms and conditions apply. 
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CRIME 


Surveyor on £60,000 is convicted for 
seven-years of railway graffiti attacks 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

A SURVEYOR who earned £60,000- 
a-year and went on a seven-year 
graffiti spree, daubing his tag ‘VAMP’ 
on trains across London and the 
south east, has been jailed. 

Father-of-two Kristian Holmes, 
32, of Ellison Road, Sidcup, was 
jailed for three-and-a-half years after 
a five-week trial at Blackfriars Crown 
Court. 

One of his attacks included spray¬ 
ing a 6 3-year-old train carriage on 
the Bluebell Railway, a steam-pow¬ 
ered railway heritage line run by 
volunteers in Sussex. 

And in an attempt to put police off 
his scent, he even uploaded a video 
to YouTube which seemed to sug¬ 
gest the culprit was mixed-race. 

He had denied 39 criminal dam¬ 
age offences - but a jury found him 
guilty. 

The cost of cleaning up the graffiti 
was said to be some £250,000. 

The trial and conviction followed 
a major investigation by British 



JAILED: Kristian Holmes tagged 
trains across the county and beyond, 
he also tried to mislead police 

Transport Police. 

The court heard how Holmes van¬ 
dalised trains, stations and bridges 
across London and the south east 
between 2003 and 2010. 


When officers searched Holmes’ 
address, they discovered a London A 
to Z street guide detailing the places 
he had vandalised. 

They also found spray can nozzles, 
gloves covered in paint, along with 
high-visibility jackets he used to pre¬ 
tend he was a rail worker to allow 
him to gain access to the tracks. 

BTP officers arrested Holmes at his 
place of work in Bromley on April 
14, 2010, and seized his work com¬ 
puter. 

Holmes was further charged with 
one count of perverting the course of 
justice after he uploaded videos to 
YouTube in an attempt to make in¬ 
vestigators believe a mixed-race man 
was spraying the graffiti. 

However, detectives uncovered 
photographs, among others on Hol¬ 
mes’ home computer, showing him 
spray painting the tag. 

He received two-and-a-half years 
for criminal damage and a further 
12 months for perverting the course 
of justice. 

Detective Sergeant Jez Walley, who 
led the investigation for BTP, said: 


“Holmes was a prolific vandal who 
offended over a number of years. 

“He was determined to undermine 
the case by using social media to 
make detectives believe he was not 
responsible for the graffiti. 

“These videos were investigated as 
thoroughly as the original offence.” 

DS Walley continued: “Graffiti 
offences are constantly being 
reviewed and offenders will be 
sought even many months or years 
after the crime has occurred -1 hope 
this acts as a deterrent for those 
thinking about doing the same as 
Holmes. 

“The financial costs of cleaning up 
graffiti have to be borne by someone, 
and that someone is ultimately the 
fare-paying passenger. 

“Trains are taken out of service for 
cleaning, sometimes for days at a 
time, causing disruption and delays 
for passengers. 

“Graffiti also involves very serious 
risks to those who go onto the tracks, 
who often don’t know when a train 
will come or even if the tracks are 
live.” 


GUILTY 


In a separate case, another Kent man 
was given a 12-month suspended 
sentence. 

Also sentenced at Blackfriars, was 
Charlie Holland, 28, of Imperial Way, 
Chislehurst. 

Holland received a 12-month 
suspended sentence for daubing graffiti 
on railway property and trains through¬ 
out London between December 2004 
and 2009. The total bill to repair the 
damage came to some £93,343.87. 

He was also told to complete 250 
hours of unpaid work, and obey a 
curfew of remaining at his home 
address between 8pm and 6am. 

Holland pleaded guilty to 11 counts 
of criminal damage at an earlier hearing 
at West London Magistrates Court. 

The court heard that Holland's tag 
'DFIE' has been prolific all over Kent and 
London. 

Holland's social-network profile page 
showed a picture of him posing 
underneath a sign daubed with his tag. 



WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 


Do you have a Conservatory that is: 

Too Hot in the Summer and Too Cold in the Winter? 
Waste of valuable living space? 

Unable to relax and watch TV? 


First 50 orders 
get a 

FREE mini ipad 


Turn your conservatory into a 
TILED GARDEN ROOM! 
FREEPHONE 0800 0087678 
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DC 


Implant Centres 

www.smileinaday.co.uk 

The ultimate 
alternative to 
dentures 

No more loose, missing or 
false teeth - because now there's 

Smile-1 n-A-Day! 


Award Winning Dental ImplantTreatment 


If you've lost confidence because of dentures, or loose or missing teeth, the advanced 
Smile In A Day technique from TDC is the answer. 

Well give you a natural smile with smooth,even teeth using a method that takes less time and 
causes less pain and discomfort than conventional treatment. We don't use dentures, plates, 
crowns or caps. Instead, we employ a technologically-advanced technique which provides a 
permanent solution so you can talk,smile, laugh and eat with absolute confidence. 

How can we give you all this in just one day? Because our General Dental Council registered 
specialists* use a pioneering system that is both tried and tested. And because we've refined our 
skills to become as efficient as possible. 


Call today to see how Smile In A Day can give you all this: 


• A permanent, natural smile 

• The ability to enjoy food again 
Confidence when you meet people 

• An end to shame and embarrassment 


Extremely high success rate 

Superior skill levels from registered specialists 

Full guarantee on all work 

Choice of easy payment options 


Call today to arrange your free, no obligation consultation. 


free 0800 041 3011 

Visit our website for more information: www.smileinaday.co.uk 


A^/ARQS- 

Wil'jNEh 


Before 


Dentures or loose or 
missing teeth means lack 
of confidence, reluctance 
to smile, inability to eat 
properly and enjoy food. 



After 


Smile In A Day gives you 
back your confidence with 
a beaming, natural smile - 
and lets you eat and enjoy 
whatever you want. 



TDC Harley Street Clinic 


77 Harley Street, London W1G 8QN 


TDC Folkestone Clinic 


Suite 1,92 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BE 


TDC Peterborough Clinic 


3rd Floor Market Chambers, Cathedral Square, 
Peterborough PEI 1XW 


Read more testimonials from our happy 
customers on our website. 

"Wow. Thank you so, so much. 
I love my new smile." 

Sally Ann, Smile In A Day patient. 




Let Smile In A Day bring back your smile. 


*Our surgeons are all specialist Periodontists or Maxillofacial surgeons. **lf you are not calling from a landline, call charges may apply. 
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EVENT 


CRIME 


CHARITY 


Charity 10k race Drain mystery 


HUNDREDS of runners are set to 
take part in a charity 10km race in 
Gillingham this weekend. 

The Medway 10k is in aid of 
Cerebral Palsy Care Kent and gets 
under way at Medway Park on 
Sunday before looping the Great 
Lines Heritage Park. 


POLICE have been left baffled after 
28 metal drain covers were 
removed in Lydd - but then just left 
on the side of the road. 

The covers, which have become 
targets for scrap metal thieves, left 
drains open and dangerous to 
pedestrians and cyclists. 


Metallica hit the right note for teen 
as they invite him on stage to drum 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
or ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



• Friendly KENT Business 

• Specialising in 
accidents at work, 
road traffic accidents, 
medical negligence 
and slips and trips 


Contact us now 
Telephone 

0845 2221 999 

Email: 

personal@girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


Girlings 


KENT NO WIN NO FEE SPECIALISTS 
PHONE NOW FORA FREE CHAT 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

A FAVERSHAM teenager, born with a 
rare genetic condition, has seen his 
dream fulfilled after meeting heavy 
metal band Metallica and joining them 
live on stage. 

Oliver Mangion, 17, had his wish 
granted by the Starlight Children’s Foun¬ 
dation - a charity set up for children 
with serious and terminal illnesses. 

The teenager was born with the 
illness that seriously affects his limbs 
and has resulted in severe kidney and 
urology problems. 

During his life, Oliver has undergone 
more than 40 operations, including the 
amputation of both his legs. 

When he was referred to Starlight for 
a wish, his mum Alison told the charity: 
“Oliver is a remarkable young man, 
who has gone through so much in his 
life so far. He has undergone more than 
40 surgeries and periods of serious ill¬ 
ness with such good grace. He has never 
let his disability get in the way of life.” 

The charity jetted Oliver and his 
mother to Detroit for a three-day trip. 

He got not only to meet the band - all 
of whom signed his prosthetic leg - and 
pose for photographs, but then got the 



DREAM: Oliver with Metallica's James Hetfield and Kirk Hammett during trip 


chance to see them perform live. 

And when the band’s Lars Ulrich heard 
that Oliver loves drumming, he invited 
the family to watch the opening of the 
show from behind the drums on stage. 

The teenager then moved to the side 
of the stage while the band kept coming 
over during songs to shake his hand. 

The icing on the cake was when the 
teenager was invited on stage by Lars to 
play the drums for the final song. 

Oliver said: “It was totally awesome 
and the best experience I have ever had 


in my life. Metallica were so kind to me, 
“I have to keep looking at the pictures 
to remind myself it really did happen. 
“I’ll never forget it.” 

Dale Alexander, cadet chairman of 
his sea cadets unit, Faversham Sea 
Cadets, and the person who put Oliver 
forward for a Starlight wish, said: “The 
effort from Starlight that was put into 
Oliver’s wish was phenomenal, it has 
had an amazing impact on him. ” 

■ To refer a child for a wish or to make 
a donation, visitwww.starlight.org.uk. 


MTW Healthcare 

The Wells Suite 


Considering cosmetic surgery? Put yourself in expert hands 




Renowned cosmetic surgeon 
Mr Brent Tanner MA (Cantab.) 
FRCS is taking bookings for free 
initial consultations at The Wells 
Suite at The Tunbridge Wells 
Hospital at Pembury. 


Mr Tanner offers a wealth of experience in all procedures including: 


• Breast reduction and enlargement 

• Liposuction 

• Brow lift 

• Breast augmentation 

• Thigh and buttock lift 

• Lip enhancement 

• Excessive skin removal 

• Rhinoplasty 


• Abdominoplasty (tummy tuck) 

• Face and neck lifts 


For an appointment and no obligation opportunity to discuss how cosmetic surgery could help you, please call 01892 635888 

www.thewellssuite.co.uk 
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WINNER 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 


...Kent's 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,368 inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1 ,704 inc VAT 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,040a 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,378 an* 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,710^ flT 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,130a 

C WINDOWS 


30 % 


v OFFALL 

\ Conservatories 
\ & Orangeries 


-OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


Celebrating over 32 years 
of beautiful windows... 

Guaranteed 

Rnance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 


JO o 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


_ jjj Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 

Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 




Mm| 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
2nd 

v J«iy > 


r 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


IT ^ I T- WTJTTTM Profile: BS 7950 BS 7413 

MM wiasferCarcfl | y } J 1 Door Lock: BS 3621 

^ ^ ^ registered company vv Toughened Glass: 

Open 6 days a week ▼ bseni 2150-1 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Srttingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01322290525 www.supaglazing.com 


sntrngj 

Limited 
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COMMUNITY 

Miniature railway back 
up and running as public 
dig deep to defy crooks 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

THE Mote Park miniature railway, crippled after 
scrap metal thieves tore up a 120-foot length of 
the line, is back on track. 

The team that runs the popular attraction was 
left stunned by the sickening theft, but a wave of 
publicity has led to the public doing what it does 
best - coming to the rescue and providing the 
£300 or so to repair the 30p-a-ride service. 

The Maidstone Model Engineering Society said: 
“Thanks to the generosity of the public we have 
now received sufficient donations to cover the 
cost of the materials to replace the missing track. 

“We therefore feel it is only right to turn down 
any further offers from people who wish to send 
money at this time. 

“We are working as quickly as we can to re¬ 
store the track so we can resume our normal 
Sunday afternoon rides to the public. 

“This does entail a lot of work as so much dam¬ 
age has been done to the track bed when the 
track was torn from the fixings. 

“We are running a restricted service on Sun¬ 
day afternoons until the work is complete and 
there will be a donation box at the station for 


anyone having a ride who wishes to give a little 
extra. ” 

The track crew say they will be up and run¬ 
ning properly very soon. 

One of the members, Sue Parham, wife of club 
secretary Martin and mum of chairman Tom, 
told us: “We couldn’t believe this happened. 

“I have to say the public was amazing and very 
generous. Money was turned away because we 
just want to cover our costs. We do this because 
we enjoy it and enjoy sharing our hobby with 
other people. We do not want to make profit. 

“The aluminium track can be bought and 
some of our members have some track so we 
have used that to keep the costs down. They also 
donated their time as well as materials. 

“Laying track is very specialised and only a 
couple of our members are able to do it, so we had 
to turn away the very generous offers of help. 

“The team had to tear up all the remaining 
track from the section that was stolen and relay 
it all, including the sleepers.” 

There are three rails as the club runs different 
gauges depending on which locomotive is used. 

The thieves stole two sections of rail making a 
total of 240ft of track to be replaced. 

Police are still hunting the thieves. 



LINING UP: Mote Park's popular miniature railway 
was stripped of track by scrap metal thieves 


CRIME 

Hunt for man who tried 
to snatch baby in park 

POLICE are hunting a man who allegedly 
attempted to snatch a child in a pushchair in 
Great Lines Heritage Park in Gillingham. 

The child's mother has claimed the man 
approached her, took hold of the pushchair and 
told her to "let go". 

She kept hold of it and 
shouted at the man, who ran 
away. The child was unin¬ 
jured and police are treating 
it as an isolated incident. 

It reportedly took place 
between 6.50pm and 7pm 
last Friday, June 14. 

Police said it is unclear what the man's 
intention was, but want to trace him. 

He is described as having pale skin, with a 
droopy nose and a lazy left eye. He is thought to 
have a rash on his neck and was wearing a white 
T-shirt and black leather jacket. 

Detectives have released this e-fit image of a 
man they believe could help them with their 
enquiries. Anybody with any information is asked 
to call Kent Police on 101, quoting crime 
reference XY/18204/13, or Kent Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111. 


A FORMER GP has been jailed for 11 years 
after he was found guilty of 10 counts of 
indecent assaults on female patients. 

Navin Naran Zala, 63, of Marling Way, 
Gravesend, was convicted this week of the 
crimes which took place during the 1980s and 
1990s. 




The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 

Fireplaces and Surrounds 

Gas and Electric Fires 

Chimney Lining 

Full Installation Service 

Marble, Wood and Stone Fire Surrounds 

Gas Fire and Boiler Servicing 



Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD 

IIRIDI API Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 

rintsLHLllL www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 


6 THE 



Properties bought 
in any condition 

► Any area and location considered 

► Quick decision, subject to survey 

► Funds available for speedy completion 

For a no hassle sale please call 

Hanson Properly 

01634 400007 or 07860 296367 


Subject to Survey 
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Is your lawn looking tired and worn? 
Why not let Forever Green Lawns create 
a Paradise for you to enjoy 


FREE SITE SURVEY & QUOTATION • FREE SAMPLES ON REQUEST • FREE PRODUCT DEMONSTRATION 






• Just site back & relax 

• Usable all year round 

• Child & Pet Friendly 

• No Fuss, No Hassle, 
No Worries 


• No More Moving 

• No More Brown Spots 

• No More Muddy Kids 

• No More Muddy Paw Prints 


• Free Samples 

• Free Site Survey & Quotations 

• Full Supply & 

Installation Service 

• Supply only service for 
the DIY Enthusiast 

W 



Tel: 01732 323122 Or Free Phone 0800 668 1958 
E-mail sales@forevergreenlawns.co.uk website www.forevergreenlawns.co.uk 
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COMMENT 


Joined up care is the best medicine 

Health secretary Jeremy Hunt has announced that relieving pressure on accident and emergency is one 
of the biggest operational challenges facing the NHS. Here, Lesley Strong, deputy chief executive and 
director of adult services for Kent Community Health NHS Trust, explains what the trust is doing to help... 


I T didn’t come as a surprise to many 
of us working in the NHS that 
relieving pressure on accident and 
emergency departments is crucial 
for the future well-being of the NHS. 

There are many reasons why 
demand for emergency treatment is 
increasing; an ageing population, a 
rise in the number of people with 
dementia, plus seasonal illnesses such 
as the winter vomiting bug, are all 
playing a part. 

The solution is not an easy one, but 
at Kent Community Health NHS Trust 
(KCHT) we are working hard to come 
up with innovative alternatives to 
accident and emergency attendance; 
treating people outside of hospital and 
in the community. 

Across Kent, we have seven minor 
injury units and a walk-in centre, 
staffed by specialist minor injury nurs¬ 
es, who can treat illnesses as well as 
minor injuries such as cuts and bruis¬ 
es, broken bones, strains and sprains, 
stings and minor allergic reactions. 
Our community nurses visit people 


in their own homes; supporting 
them to keep fit and well, whether 
they have long-term conditions like 
heart disease or a respiratory condi¬ 
tion such as chronic obstructive pul¬ 
monary disease. 

We were one of the first trusts in the 
country to trial Telehealth, which al¬ 
lows patients to beam their pulse, 
blood sugar and oxygen levels daily to 
a community matron for monitoring 
so changes are picked up quickly 
and treated before they need to go to 
hospital. This system is now being 
rolled out nationally. 

Working alongside our community 
nurses are our intermediate care and 
rapid response teams, made up of 
nurses, physiotherapists, occupational 
therapists and rehabilitation assistants. 

Our rapid response teams in west 
Kent will respond within two hours of 
a call when someone needs assistance 
at home, for example after a fall, but 
doesn’t need an ambulance. Working 
closely with South East Coast Ambu¬ 
lance over the past year, this has pre¬ 


vented 37,897 hospital admissions. 

Mr Hunt said one of the solutions to 
reducing A&E pressure is by “better 
joining up” health and social care. 

We are already working hard on 
this. Teams of staff from KCHT, Kent 
County Council and Kent and Med¬ 
way Social Care and Partnership Trust 
are coming together to plan and 
coordinate the care people receive. 

For patients, this means a better 
quality of care, joined-up care plans 
and telling their story once. 

By working in this way, illness can 
be detected and treated early, reduc¬ 
ing the risk of people developing 
complex conditions later in life. 

We have a range of services to help 
keep people well; our falls services in 
east and west Kent are cutting the 





With no community hospital in 
Maidstone, KCHT, funded by NHS 
West Kent Clinical Commissioning 
Group and Kent County Council, and 
working with Maidstone and Tun¬ 
bridge Wells NHS Trust staff, has 
opened the 2 2-bed Romney Ward in 
Maidstone Hospital as a rehabilitation 
ward. This is helping to support pa¬ 
tients with more complex needs and 
get them home without delay, ena¬ 
bling them to leave the ward after just 
two weeks. 

Not only that, but it’s freed up acute 
beds for people who are seriously ill. 

People tell us they want to be treat¬ 
ed at home and to remain as inde¬ 
pendent as possible, so these are just a 
few examples of the services we pro¬ 
vide to make sure you get the right 


number of people admitted to hospital . care, in the right place, by the right 


after falling and are reducing long¬ 
term injuries. 

Pressure on accident and emergen¬ 
cy departments can also be height¬ 
ened by delays in admitting or 
discharging patients. 


Our community nurses 
visit people at home to 
keep them fit and well 


person and pressure on accident and 
emergency departments is reduced. 

The one thing that’s clear is we are 
all working hard to make sure your 
NHS is there for you, whenever you 
need it. 
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A Britehte window is the most beautiful addition you can 
make to your home. Britelite windows will even add 
value to your property when the time comes to sell. 
With an enormous range of colours, styles, shapes 
and sizes to choose from, a Britelite window will 
perfectly compliment your home. 

Showrooms all over the South East 

See website for full addresses 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


"Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer 




Visit our website for a 


WWW.* 


britelite 


>ra online quote 

windows.co.uk 
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Park Life Stvle since 1 
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Park Home Living 

think again! 


Hedge Barton Park 

Fordcombe, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 OSL 


Initially an orchard, hedge Barton Park has many lovely 
landscaped lawns and gardens, all set in luscious Kent 
scenery. This beautiful countryside park is wonderfully 
peaceful, while not being too far from the amenities of 
nearby Fordcombe village and larger Royal Tunbridge Wells. 
Surrounded by mature trees and countryside, it is one of the 
prettiest parks in the region. 


As we grow older our thoughts naturally turn to the future and 
the changes we can make to improve our lifestyle. If you’ve never 
considered a park home before, then think again. You can downsize 
and release capital, but still have a detached residence with all of 
today’s modern conveniences. 

You might be surprised to learn that people from all walks of life and professions choose to live 
in a park home, or to buy one as a second home. They enable you to be part of a welcoming 
and friendly community, live in a modern home with a high-spec interior at remarkable 
value for money. Some parks are exclusively for people over 45 or 50, so that your lifestyle is 
compatible with your neighbours. 

With almost 70 years of excellence the family run Park Life Group is the second largest and 
oldest park home company in the UK with over 50 parks across 17 counties, offering high 
quality fully furnished homes in some of the most beautiful parts of the country along with 
excellent customer service. 


Thornlea Park 

Lyminster Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 7QS 


Clean air, the sea just over the horizon and a wonderfully 
relaxed South Coast pace of life all combine to make 
Thornlea Park an excellent place to retire. Only a few miles 
from the seaside, and close to the amenities of nearby 
Wick, the park is superbly located in velvet West Sussex 
countryside. A stylish landscape entrance, flint walls and 
wrought iron electric gates enhance the element of a safe 
and secure living. 


Regency Court 

Allhallows-on-sea, Rochester, Kent, ME3 9TD 


Fresh air and a wonderful location close to the Thames 
Estuary attract the young and the old to this superbly 
located park. Close to local amenities, while remaining a 
haven of peace and quiet, the park has the best of both 
worlds. With abundant birdlife, a lovely community feel and 
the sea only 500m away, Allhallows Park is a great example 




OMAR TUDOR 

NEW TWO BEDROOM HOME 


of the park home lifestyle! 



Homes Available 
from £89,995 

These are just some of the homes 
available in your area. Call us today or visit 
our website for more details of homes and 
plots available here and across the country. 
Or experience our parks for yourself by 
coming along to one of our Open Days 
where you will meet one of our friendly 
team who will be available to give you a 
no obligation tour of the park and view 
some of our stunning new homes and 
plots available. 


Please Note: Library Photographs may have been used in this advertisement, merely to depict the make or model of home for sale. 


Part Exchange Available: 
Solicitor ana Agents fees paid. 

Part Exchange Example: 

Park Home Price: £129,950 
House Price: £200,000 

Cash to you: _ £70,050 


Exclusive park homes or 
development plots available 
to design your own home. 

Call us for details. 


Lines open 7 days a week 

01637 49 80 41 

www.parklifegroup.com 
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ENTERTAINMENT 



Festival founder returns to family values 
after investors’ pitch struck wronachord 


As festival time looms 
Joe Bill meets Sean 
Baker, the man behind 
Lounge on the Farm 


WHILE other music festivals have come and 
gone - shot down by the double-whammy of the 
poor economy and ever-increasing competition 
- one event has remained a regular highlight in 
the county’s calendar. 

But despite its survival, it would be wrong to 
think Canterbury’s Lounge on the Farm - a festi¬ 
val which revels in its very Kentish roots and 
wide demographic appeal - has endured the 
recent storms completely unscathed. 

Now in its eighth year, last year’s event was very 
much make-or-break after problems in 2011. 

A handful of petty crimes and issues with se¬ 
curity and under-age drinking made for plenty 
of negative headlines. There was talk of the li¬ 
cence being withdrawn and relations with both 
the police and local council became strained. 

Twelve months later, and the 2012 event was 
a far smoother affair as issues were ironed out. 

“It’s all really good now,” explains founder 


Sean Baker. “The council is behind us and this is 
the first year that - after reapplying for the li¬ 
cence - we had no objections from anyone.” 

But the disappointing weather kept many 
from turning up and the event sold no more than 
three quarters of its 10,000 ticket capacity. 

The increase in numbers had been introduced 
the year before, influenced by experienced inves¬ 
tors who perhaps saw the festival’s working 
farm site as too similar to Glastonbury to miss 


such an opportunity to push it forward. 

But 2013 will have a different feel and sense 
of achievement. 

Mr Baker said: “We have had lots of inter¬ 
nal changes this year. We had investors 
come on board in 2010, and some of 
those have now left. They’d been driv¬ 
ing the dynamics of the festival and 
the feel of it, so we are back in the 
Continued on page 16 



BUDGET 

BEATING 


PRICES 


At Lakeside Timber we have a full range of: 


• Fencing and decking • Timber 

• Doors • Plasterboard 

• Plywood • Velux windows 

• Paint and other building products. 



Largest Stockist of Velux 
Windows and Blinds 

Now in our 25th Year serving the Trade & Public 

Don't delay, call today - we could save you money! 

t. 01634 853067 

fcakeside Timber 

Qillingham 



BDL GAS SERVICES 

EB 01634 232048 A 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 


Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 

Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 



264 NAPIER ROAD, GILLINGHAM, KENT ME7 4HL 

e: sales@lakesidetimber.co.uk www.lakesidetimber.co.uk 


LOCAL FIREPLACE & 
APPLIANCE SHOWROOM 
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CLEAR PLAYING FIELD FOR LOUNGE 


ONE Less thing for Lounge 
on The Farm organisers to 
worry about is the threat 
posed by other festivals this 
year. 

The Hop Farm Festival in 
Paddock Wood collapsed 
after running into financial 
problems. 

It attempted to return 
this summer with a scaled- 
down event similar in size 
to that of Lounge. But 
poor ticket sales forced 
organisers to pull the plug. 

"Yeah, it annoyed me 
when they came down to 
our level," Mr Baker 


admitted, "but it is not the 
first time it has happened. 

"You know, we have been 
going eight years now. We 
have seen a lot of festivals 
come and go - so we are 
tough. We take it on the 
chin and don't let it affect us. 

"The people who went 
there really wanted to see 
the huge names. We're not 
about that. 

"But it doesn't matter if 
you book Bob Dylan or 
Prince, you are not going 
to sell out at the minute, 
and that is what happened 
to him." 


Continued from page 15 

driving seat again this time.” 

The event takes place on Merton Farm 
in Canterbury, the stages and tents built 
around the cow sheds and grazing land it 
takes over every summer. 

Set up in 2006 by Mr Baker and his 
friends, they had the vision of promot¬ 
ing Kentish music and creativity - 
something he felt had been lost a little 
in the last two years. 

He said: “Any business - and espe¬ 
cially festivals - need investment to 
take it to the next level. When these 
particular investors came on board 
they had a vision of what they wanted 
to do, which was different from ours. 

“To be quite honest, half of the in¬ 
vestors hadn’t even been to the festi¬ 
val before. So they put money in and 
then said ‘this is way you should go 
with it’. And that is not what we are; 
Lounge is different.” 

The split came to a head in January 
this year when Mr Baker announced 
his intention of going in a different di¬ 
rection. 

He explains: “Our main investor is 
still involved; he loves the festival and 
really gets it and said it wasn’t work¬ 
ing with the other guys. 

“Most of it was about music policy, 
what type of bands and what type of 
DJs they wanted. 

“When they [the investors] came in 
we were at a really nice level of 5,000- 
6,000 people... then we jumped to 
10,000. And it changed the dynamics, 
it made us like all the other festivals 
and we didn’t start out to be like that. 


“We are aiming to get the festival 
back to how it was in 2010, with lots 
of families and variations of music.” 

In recent years, Lounge has proved a 
fertile ground for budding superstars. 

Last year Jake Bugg and Bastille 
were hidden down the bill, while some 
inspired foresight had secured Emeli 
Sande as headliner just weeks before 
she performed in front of a global TV 
audience of billions at the Olympic 
Games’ Opening Ceremony. 

This year, Soul II Soul, Seasick Ste¬ 
ve and Jessie Wares take pole position 
on the main stage. 

But as ever, ticket sales depend very 
much on the weather, and so far the 
summer has been gloomy. However, 


with Glastonbury next weekend, 
Lounge can expect a surge in interest. 

Mr Baker said: “In terms of ticket 
sales, we are on the same level as we 
were last year - which isn’t bad. 

“Lots of festivals are struggling, 
from V Festival downwards really; 
everybody is 30 per cent behind on 
sales. So we are holding our own. 

“But we are different from other fes¬ 
tivals, we are very much Kent based. 
Around 80 per cent of people who 
come to the event are from Kent.” 

And making sure the cash generated 
by such a large event stays within the 
county is a pre-requisite when Mr Bak¬ 
er looks for new avenues of revenue. 

He said: “Our mission when we 


started out was to use local suppliers, 
rather than getting big trucks coming 
down from London or wherever, get¬ 
ting paid and then driving off with all 
the cash. 

“Our idea remains to make sure the 
money stays in the county and that 
Kent benefits from that. 

“All of our food comes from within a 
20-mile radius of the farm. Even 
though we have spread our wings a 
little bit on traders - like street food 
specialists from London - they still 
have to buy their produce from the lo¬ 
cal area when they come in. 

“Other festivals do that now too, 
but we were the first.” 

It is, perhaps, fortunate that one of 


the UK festival industry’s major event 
coordinators are local too. 

The Event Umbrella firm, based in 
Whitstable, was hired last year and 
continues to oversee the nitty gritty of 
the event’s organisation. 

Mr Baker added: “In the past the 
whole weekend was done by the four 
of us who started Lounge; booking, 
organising and running the festival at 
the weekend. 

“Event Umbrella takes a lot of pres¬ 
sure off and it makes the event a lot 
more slick. So it’s great having them 
involved.” 

■ Lounge on the Farm takes place at 
Merton Farm, Canterbury, from July 
26-28. 
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01622 619875 

wvwv.m-b-k.co.uk 

Heath Road, Coxheath, Maidstone ME 17 4PB Standard network rates apply 


Bringing you great value Breaks 

Serving the public since 1931 



Pick ups throughout Swale and Medway 


Hg Chalk we// 


Call to book on 

01795 423982 

For more information visit 

www.chalkwell.co.uk 

Please quote ARC41 
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Johnson’s Nursery 

Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 

Kent CT5 3JD 


W Polhill Garden Centre^ 

’ London Rd, Halstead, ' 
Sevenoaks, Kent TNI 4 7AD 
Car Park B 




s 




y Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, T 

Bearsted Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 5LH 

at rear of Notcutts 


01622 730 777 




www.johnsonsgardenbuildings.co.uk 


There is nothing quite like 
seeing the true quality and 
value of our Log Cabins so 
please visit your nearest 
display village and see for 
yourself. 


fi 


w. 


* r . 


■Ill 




Our L<kj Cabins arc ideal for a Home Office. Kids Den, Storage, Spare Room, Horn** Gym, Snooker : Pool or fable Tennis room 


Im hi ll I 11 1 


Call us now on 20% OFF Call us now on 

0845 45 99 444 EVERYTHING 0845 45 99 444 


For a full colour brochure SALE NOW ON To book your FREE site visit 


Oner based on current price Set For true month only 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


After The Voice, budding star Joseph is 
hoping Sir Tom will help fulfil his dream 

n 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biLL@archantco.uk 

HE WOWED the judges on hit BBC TV talent 
show The Voice, and now Joseph Apostol is set 
to put the disappointment of missing out on a 
place in the final behind him with the release of 
his debut album. 

The 21-year-old from Gillingham, won a le¬ 
gion of fans with his soulful performances on 
the programme and is now looking to further his 
career in music after failing to secure enough 
public votes in last weekend’s semi-final. 

And he is keeping his fingers crossed that su¬ 
perstar Sir Tom Jones could help him out. 

Speaking to KoS this week, he said: “My plan is 
to make my album now. 

“I have got management and I’m going to 
meet up with them soon and talk about the fu¬ 
ture in terms of creating my own music.” 

The Filipino youngster, who arrived in Eng¬ 
land with his mother when he was just 10-years- 
old, could also be looking to take a break from his 
studies at MidKent College to concentrate on his 
flourishing career. 

He added: “I’m not great at studying and I re¬ 
ally want to focus on my music now. I want to 
stay in music, this is the career I want to go for. 
The chance to study will be there forever, but this 
is what I really want, and I will work hard for it.” 

A former pupil of Chatham’s St John Fisher 





Callum in 
Big Brother 

One of the contestants 
in the Big Brother house 
this year is a sports 
coach from Maidstone. 

CaLLum KneLL, 28, 
teaches football to 
youngsters in the town, 
was a pupil at Maidstone 
Grammar School and 
worked as a Lifeguard at 
the town’s Leisure centre. 

If he wins the reality 
TV show he'll have been 
in the house for 80 days. 

And he's not the only 
Kent Link. The famous 
Geordie voice of Big 
Brother is Marcus Bentley 
who Lives in Canterbury. 


AMAZING: Joseph Apostol (left) hopes mentor Sir Tom Jones (right) will help him forge a new career in music industry 


Catholic School, Mr Apostol is also hopeful his mentor on 
the show - Sir Tom Jones - will assist. 

He said: “I think Sir Tom will try to help us all. He 
hasn’t said anything, but I think he will. 

“I got on with him really well, he is such an amazing 



guy and he likes the way I sing, so we shall see.” 

And as for the show, the singer has no regrets in not 
winning. 

He added: “Everything happens for a reason, and what I 
did in The Voice was a big achievement for me anyway.” 


Whatever the occasion... 

Shurland 

...The Shurland makes it special! 



Come and see our fabulous new function suite today! 



Got a special occasion coming up? 

Our newly refurbished funclion suite is the perfect venue for any occosion. 
Spacious and stylish, with a large private bar and views of Shurtand Hail, the 
function suite can hold up 1o 150 guests. We can provide every thing you could 
possibly need, including nigh quality calering options to suit every budget. 


Everything you could need under one roof! 

The Shurtand Hotel sits In the heart of Eastehurch villoge next to the stunning All 
Saints Church. In addition to our function suite, we offer. 1 7 ensulte hotel rcoms; 
tne Island Gym & Spa; a cosy public house, restaurant and coffee lounge; FREE 
onsite parking and FREE WiFi throughout the venue. Come and see us! 



info&theshurlandhotel.co.uk 01795 881100 


www.theshurlandhotel.co.uk 
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KENT REMEMBERED 



Triumph and tragedy of 
Darwin’s ‘secret’ home 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 

THERE are few English names 
which evoke such a sense of 
achievement and discovery as 
that of Charles Darwin. 

His theory and work on evo¬ 
lution catapulted him from a 
mere 19th century naturalist 
to global scientific icon. 

But what is easier to forget is 
he lived and conducted much 
of his work in Kent. 

At his home, Down House in 
Downe, near Bromley, he 
penned his seminal On the 
Origin of Species - the ground¬ 
breaking study which set out to 
prove all species of life share 
common ancestry. 

Already a well respected 
geologist due to his five-year 
voyage on HMS Beagle in 18 31 
- which saw him join the crew 
charting the coastline of South 
America - he published his 
detailed diary, Journal and 
Remarks, in 1839. 

This early travel guide de¬ 
tailed his studies and after many 
reprints became better known 
as The Voyage of the Beagle. It 
was by examining the wildlife 
and fossils he found during the 
trip that would lead to Darwin’s 
suggestion of natural selection. 

Born in 1809 in Shropshire 
to a wealthy family, Darwin had 
been on track to become a cler¬ 
gyman until he found himself 
on-board the Beagle and his 
natural curiosity took control. 

Upon his return from the 
journey and subsequent stud¬ 
ies in London, Darwin relocat¬ 
ed to the Kent countryside. 

He and his family - wife 
Emma and children William 
and Anne - had been finding 
their London home too 



RETREAT: Darwin moved his 
family to Down House in 1842 

cramped, and in 1842 they 
moved to Down House after 
coming close to buying a prop¬ 
erty in Cobham. 

There was additional pres¬ 
sure for space too as Emma was 
expecting their third child. 

What was essential to Dar¬ 
win was the house gave him 
easy access to London. 

With financial support from 
his father, the move was com¬ 
pleted. Tragically, however, just 
three weeks after little Mary 
was born in the September - 
less than 10 days after they had 
moved down - the baby died. 

Despite early reservations, 
the family made the best of the 
house and extended the build¬ 
ing over the years. 

Darwin died at the house on 
April 19,1882, aged 73. 

His wife continued to live 
there until her death in 1896, 
which then saw the property 
rented out before becoming 
home to the Downe School for 
Girls in 1907. 

It eventually became the 
Darwin Museum, with English 
Heritage taking over the prop¬ 
erty in 1996. 


The study in which he con¬ 
ducted his work remains on 
show to the public today, as 
Down House forms a major 
tourist attraction. 

And it seems likely the site 
will only increase in popularity 
over the coming weeks as it 
prepares to enjoy the limelight 
of national TV. 

ITV has teamed up with Eng¬ 
lish Heritage to produce Britain’s 
Secret Homes, which will look 
at 50 such sites across the UK. 

Among them will be Down 
House, which has already 
played host to the film crew 
and presenters Michael Buerk 
and Bettany Hughes. 

In addition to examining the 
rooms of the house, the show 
will also take a stroll into the 
grounds of the building and a 
place where Darwin would 
derive much inspiration. 

His outdoor ‘hot-house’ still 
features exotic carnivorous 
plants and orchids while the 
gardens are also open, reveal¬ 
ing the different species of flora 
that Darwin enjoyed. 

Former news reader Buerk 
said: “My bottom was on the 
same seat as Charles Darwin’s. 

“You get that sense of mo¬ 
ment, of insight, of importance, 
of just being there. A strange 
aura of being in a place where 
something extraordinary has 
happened.” 

The programme will also fo¬ 
cus on a less well-known his¬ 
toric site in Kent, Paramore 
Grange in Ash, near Deal. 

The Jacobean house and its 
possible link to James VI of 
Scotland - better known as 
James I of England - will take 
centre stage in the five-part 
series which airs on Fridays at 
9pm. 



JAMES TERRY MENSWEAR 

Established since 1971 


FARAH 






276 High Street, Orpington 
Tel: 01689 820986 

www.jamesterrymenswear.co.uk 
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OPINION 


We will get things right again 

In Light of this week’s recent criticism over crime reporting figures 
Chief Constable of Kent Police Ian Learmonth defends his force 


I’M pleased Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Constabulary 
(HMIC) found there were no 
corrupt practices, dishonesty 
or suppression of crimes in their 
recent study on crime report¬ 
ing - nothing in policing is 
more important than integrity. 

Kent Police is and always has 
been focused on the needs of 
the victim and is one of only a 
handful of forces that attend 
every crime report and speak to 
every victim. 

We have consistently had 
some of the highest victim satis¬ 
faction rates in the country from 
those victims, with nine out 10 
happy with the service. Only 
one force does a better job, and 
it is my ambition Kent will one 
day have the highest victim 
satisfaction rates in the UK. 

The most important thing for 
the public to be sure of is we are 
there when you need us, and 
we will do a first-class job if 
you’ve been a victim of crime; 


bringing offenders to court and 
helping see that justice is done. 

HMIC this week found that 
on nine out of 10 occasions 
Kent Police correctly recorded 
crimes. 

This was following a review 
of a small number of incidents. 

None of the 19 cases cited 
concerned serious crime, but I 
am still disappointed by this and 
we need to do more to ensure 
our accuracy is better. 

Each case is only determined 
not to be a crime after a full 
investigation, and that decision 
cannot be approved without 
a supervisor’s agreement. The 
complainant is then informed 
by the officer in the case. 

Let me reassure you; we will 
review all of our processes to 
see how we can improve. 

Every single person in this 
force takes pride in our service 
to the people of Kent, we seek to 
continuously improve across 
all of our services, and we will 


work hard to get things right. 

The report highlighted two 
occasions when we cautioned 
burglars, but it gave none of 
the context. 

In one case medical advice 
indicated the victim’s mental 
illness was so severe they could 
not provide a statement. 

In the other case, advances 
in DNA allowed us to arrest an 
offender four years after an of¬ 
fence, but the victim had moved 
away and despite extensive 
efforts could not be found. 

Was cautioning within the 
strict confines of the guidelines? 
No. But was it a practical solu¬ 
tion that protected the victim 
and held the offender to ac¬ 
count? I believe it was. 

When I joined the police this 
was called common sense. 

HMIC also cited that a bur¬ 
glary team was dealing with a 
shoplifter: this is true, but this 
was done to target a habitual 
criminal who committed many 



We need 
to do 
more to 
ensure 
our 

accuracy 
is better 


different crime types, but main¬ 
ly burglary. 

HMIC also found a historic 
bias towards chasing arbitrary 
numeric targets in common 
with many other police forces. 

I scrapped these targets 
months ago and I’m pleased 
HMIC acknowledge there was 
no evidence of number chasing 
since I made these changes. 

Quality of service is what 
counts, not whether an arbi¬ 
trary and notional percentage 
target can be hit. To do so puts 
us at risk of hitting the target, 
but missing the point. 

I acknowledge and accept all 
of the recommendations from 
HMIC. As your chief constable I 
am personally committed to do 
all I can to ensure the public of 
Kent can have confidence in 
what we do and be proud of the 
service we deliver. 

Kent is one of the safest plac¬ 
es in the UK... and I want to 
keep it that way. 


KOS COMMENT 


Something must be 
done about our roads 

IF YOU start looking for potholes it is 
difficult to stop spying them. They seem 
to litter every road in the county at the 
moment. 

In fact, it is difficult to remember a 
time when our roads were in such a 
dire state of repair. 

Yet while hearing the dull clunk of 
your car wheel disappearing into a 
deep dent in the road is disheartening 
(and potentially very expensive) for a 
cyclist, the obstacle could quite easily 
leave them sprawled in the carriageway 
or catapulted into the path of an 
uncoming car. 

It is no joke and one we should all be 
very concerned about. We are all urged 
to cycle, but with roads like death traps 
who is brave enough to try? 

Culture club to live on 

IN truth, it will have surprised few to 
learn East Kent’s bid to become City of 
Culture 2017 failed to reach the final 
four this week. 

Yet while it failed to ignite the 
imagination of the masses, it did trigger 
a coming together of a host of cultural 
attractions. It may yet bear fruit. 


_m i m m m m _ 

BENTLEY'S 

LOUNGE & GRILL 

Morning Coffee 
Lunches and Dinners 


FREE DRINK* 

when you 

DOWNLOAD 
OUR APP 

*drinks available: 
house red/white wine, 
soft drink or coffee 


Lunch Time 
Specials 

£ 4.95 


1 3-15 HIGH STREET, MARGATE, CT9 1 DL 

01843 449160 

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS THROUGH OUR MOBILE APP! 


TEXT 


TO Will 


O GET THE APP 


Come and Visit 

GRGDMBKIDGE PLACE 

Enjoy a magical day out at Groombridge Place 
near Tunbridge Wells. 

Explore the amazing enchanted forest and 
play pirates on Crusoe’s World 
Relax in the award winning gardens 
Enjoy birds of prey displays 
Meet the baby animals and the peacocks 

Groombridge Place and the Peacock Bistro 
is open daily from 9.30 to 5.30 

See website for events 
www.groombridgeplace.com 
t: 01892 861444 

Groombridge Place, Groombridge Hill, 
Groombridge, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9QG 


AppSfOr* 


*TEXTS CHARGED AT STANDARS NETWORK RATE 
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Images of Kent 

If your picture is printed on this page you will receive an any duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and up to five passengers, valid for a year, all courtesy of... 



MYFERRYLINK 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed here, 
email editorial@kosmedia .co.uk, or post 
it to Archant KOS Media, Images of Kent, 
Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, Smeeth, Ashford 
TN25 6SS. We cannot return prints, 
and please do not send negatives. Digital 
images must be no less than 200dpi. 


Teachers just 
want to teach 

THE comments mentioned in 
your article (KoS, June 16) by 
John Walder of the National 
Union of Teachers are very 
misleading and he, as most 
union officials, are obsessed 
with making political gain by 
mentioning strategic factors 
that do not affect the grass 
roots reasons why we have a 
teacher shortage. 

Most teachers are not 
concerned about selective, 
private or state education, 
they are simply dedicated to 
educating those who want to 
learn. Whether this is in any 
particular sector is neither 
here nor there, it’s the terms 
of employment that are the 
deciding factor. 

If you get a better deal in a 
grammar school than a state 


or private school, then that’s 
where you go. Is this not 
applicable to everyone in any 
working environment? 

However, working condi¬ 
tions do make a difference; 
school discipline has to be 
conducive to these ideals. 
Unfortunately, in the majority 
of the state-run comprehen- 
sives throughout the UK, let 
alone Kent, classroom 
discipline is atrocious and a 
learning atmosphere is 
impossible to achieve. 

This is the grass roots 
problem with people leaving 
the profession and foreign 
teachers reluctant to teach in 
our state sector. 

The teachers are not allowed, 
by poor school management 
and pupil power, to practise 
their profession. This has 
never been resolved by various 
education secretaries over 
the years and will continue to 
cause badly educated children 


and dissatisfied teachers which 
is what we are experiencing, 
today. 

John Atkins, retired teacher, 
Greatstone 

Efficient on so 
many levels 

PHIL Granger (Letters, June 9) 
and ARW Smith (Letters, June 
2) both state that lower speed 
limits would mean higher fuel 
consumption, as engines are 
less efficient at lower speeds. 

It is true cars tend to be 
more fuel-efficient as they go 
faster, around 55mph (and 
then become less efficient at 
speeds higher than that). 

However, this only applies 
at constant speeds, because 
the main waste of fuel is 
repeated acceleration and 
braking. 

On typical residential roads, 
the bends and junctions mean 


one can’t travel at more than 
20mph for very long, so it is 
more economical, as well as 
safer, to stay at the lower 
speed, rather than speed up to 
30 or even 40 mph, only to 
have to slow down again after 
a few seconds. 

Lower and properly enforced 
speed limits in residential areas 
mean fewer accidents, fewer 
deaths, less noise pollution and 
an environment that encour¬ 
ages walking and cycling. 

As a bonus, for drivers it also 
means lower fuel consumption. 

Richard Mountford, 
Hildenborough 

Drivers seen 
as scapegoat 

MUCH is being said by the 
so-called ‘experts’ regarding 
20mph speed limits. 

As always it’s just part of the 
war on motorists, those who 


pay dearly to be able to use 
their car. 

Never do we read about the 
feckless who walk off the 
pavement texting on their 
phone or listening to music, 
too busy to see if it’s safe, or 
the cyclist who darts around 
at will all over the place. 

Why do these people not 
understand their own safety is 
something they should have 
an interest in? 

I think we should be 
thinking about jaywalker laws 
- make everyone responsible. 

Fines could be dished out to 
some who really cause 
accidents. It certainly isn’t 
always the driver’s fault. 

David Harris, Cliftonville 

Will you keep 
your ideals? 

A REFRESHING change of 
attitude from Tracey Crouch, 


MP for Chatham and Aylesford 
(KoS, June 16), but then we 
have got used to MPs who tell 
us what we want to hear while 
doing the opposite. 

The ‘great pretenders’ in 
Westminster have abdicated 
their authority to the EU, 
quangos and other non¬ 
government organisations 
(NGOs), so there is little they 
can do, or need to do. 

Any pretence they can 
change very much is shown by 
their inability to even deport 
terrorists who wish us harm, 
while we pay millions for their 
care. 

I sincerely hope Tracey 
doesn’t become yet another 
‘time server’, looking for the 
greatest personal gain, while 
allowing foreigners and NGOs 
to run the country. 

We need MPs who will stand 
up for us and this country. 

Phil Granger, West Mailing 

Barnes blows 
a lot of hot air 

THE more I read of Ann 
Barnes, the more I wonder 
how Kent County Constabu¬ 
lary functioned without her. 

I didn’t realise when I 
mistakenly voted for her to be 
Kent Police and Crime 
Commissioner I was also 
voting for such a good trumpet 
blower. 

Michael Wise, Canterbury 

Memories not 
always great 

I’VE enjoyed your readers’ 
happy memories of yesteryear 
and have a few of my own 
from the 1930s. 

Of freezing around a small 
coal fire, a toilet in the 
backyard and clothes handed 
down from older siblings. 

Of patrolling the streets with 
a bucket to try and find horse 
manure deposited by the rag- 
and-bone man’s horse to get a 
penny or two from gardeners. 

The money would allow us 
a treat at the Saturday cinema 
where every so often the 
attendant came along with 
disinfection spray. 

Memories of teachers slashing 
you across the hands with a 
cane because you couldn’t work 
out 13x13 was 169 or Henry 
Vm died in 1547. 

Men in their hundreds 
humiliated by standing on 
street corners with a tray 
around their waist selling 
matches and shoe laces. 

Brian Reynolds, Herne 
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Meet your perfect 


through your local trusted dating service 


08448872316 


Women Seeking 



Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 

Send : CHAT601 To : 60109 
(T&C's below) 

SUE 65, slim, animal lover, 5ft, 
blonde, likes socialising, meals 
out, theatre, countryside, happy go 
lucky, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4057671 
SLIM N/S female, 54, working, 
reliable, easy going, likes nature, 
animals, seeks nice male 
companion, 50-64 for 
country/seaside walks and meals 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:405745 

PAULINE, passionate, intelligent, 
discreet married lady seeks dis¬ 
creet special man of any age, call 
for more info. Tel No: 0905 002 
1956 Box 339087 
SLIM tall, elegant, feminine, N/S, 
solvent lady, young 50's, likes 
travel, red wine, seeks tall, 
sincere, Military/professional gent 
of high calibre. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405707 


LIZ blonde blue eyed curvy 
female, considered attractive, 
tactile, sensual, enjoys music, 
entertaining, nice people, seeking 
well educated professional 50- 
60yrs. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:402773 | 



www.kentnews.co.uk 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! 


SINGLE mum, new to Canterbury, 
37, attractive, blonde, seeking soul 
mate, preferably with car. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 397751 | 


JO 29 tall slim female who loves 
soaps, animals, shopping, being a 
mum and am looking for 40's male 
with GSOH who will appreciate a 
tactile, loving female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402765 0 
52YR old female, single mum of 2, 
seeking honest, caring, decent 
man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389891 0 

NICKY 45, 5ft 2ins, blue eyes, 
blonde hair, looking for genuine 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 389774 | 
LISA 44, blonde hair, blue eyes, 
5ft 6ins, nice personality, 
trustworthy, kind, likes cinema, 
nights in, walks, music, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404751 | 

CLAIRE looking for adventurous 
male to live life to the max and 
enjoy adult fun times with. Go on 
give me a call. Any age. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 4029931 


60YR old black female, sociable, 
seeks romantic, articulate white 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4025231 

DIVORCED female, 66, blue eyes, 
5ft 4ins, medium build, blonde hair, 
seeks male, 65-75 for 
friendship/companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:403275 fl 

21YR old slim figured female, no 
ties, looking for male 30-45yrs for 
non committed relationship, 

discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402761 | 
CHRIS petite attractive brunette, 
enjoys social drinks, meals out, 
theatre, seeks hardworking 

professional male looking for adult 
attention too. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402759 | 

5FT female, brown hair, 39, single 
mum, seeks caring, dedicated guy. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397915 i 


JACQUELINE 79 widow, easy 
going, good listener, not slim or 
neurotic, OHAC, Sevenoaks, 
lonely would like gentleman's 
company. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405533 

ATTRACTIVE female, 53, N/S, 5ft 
8ins, looking for similar male, 50- 
55 who loves countryside, animals 
and is easygoing. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405421 
AMANDA 44 blonde, blue eyed, 
very leggy, fun to be with, honest 
and caring seeking kind, 
considerate honest gent 74-79 
plus. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:405315 I 


GILL 41, shy, lonely single country 
loving female with no ties, OHAC 
WLTM n/s genuine, confident male 
companion for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:402799 | 

AMANDA 36yr old single female, 
blue eyes, curvy, really pretty with 
lovely smile, loves music, nights 
out, WLTM loving male for dates 
and hopeful Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402787 (| 
GEORGINA widow, WLTM gent, 
60-80 with GSOH for days out, 
friendship, companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:393067 


CAROLINE 60, 5ft 2ins, likes 
animals, walks, travel, gardening, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402067 
59YR old Kent lady, bubbly, large 
build, dog lover, easy-going, 
GSOH, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 403071 0 
JAYNE 44 bored, 

underappreciated pretty blue eyed 
intelligent lady seeking fun and 
interesting professional in similar 
situation to me for discreet fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:403011 3 

LISA blonde, blue eyes, looking 
for male, 42-54 for fun and 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 404877$ 

DISCREET kind man sought by 
married lady, must be discreet 
and reliable as am I. ACA. Tel 
No: 0905 002 1957 Box 355785 
LADY 57, away with the fairies, 
looking for her wizard and 
enchantment. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403093 


SHIRLEY 32 attractive nurse, 
enjoys good food/wine, keeping fit, 
looking good, searching for non 
committed relations with mature 
well-dressed man. Any 
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402779 I 
DOG lover short of British slim 
petite lady to maybe get into 1-2-1 
relationship and start something 
new. Smoker welcome, age 
immaterial. Tunbridge Wells area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404417| 

COUNTRY loving outgoing 
female, blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
genuine, caring, intelligent, seeks 
honourable, smart, professional 
male, 68-75 to share laughter and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392899 
47YR old female, fun loving, green 
eyes, likes most things, seeks N/S 
male, 47-52 with GSOH for nights 
out, friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401287| 


TO REPLY TO ADS WITH D TEXT 
THE BOX NUMBER TO SHORT 
CODE 63222. i.e. TEXT: 

123456 to short code 63222 


MALE 48, 5ft lOins, medium build, 
likes gardening, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady. Thanet area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 404295 
LYN happy, young looking 72yr 
old, seeking interesting man, 65 
plus to enjoy life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403101 
REBECCA kind, caring, honest, 
lonely, seeking older gent to wine 
and dine me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402273 | 

FEMALE seeks Prince Charming, 
20-30 to sweep her off her feet. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
392891 j| 

ANNA very lonely divorced single 
mum with lots of love to give seeks 
similar caring male who also wants 
to find the right person, any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 403481 0 
LISA 39yr old tall slim blonde with 
GSOH and a wicked sense of 
humour, employed, OHAC, 
looking for similar male who 
enjoys life as much as I do. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4033911 

DELILAH 49, likes animals, 
blonde, blue eyes, seeking older 
gent, late 70's who is kind and 
willing to care about me. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403769 j| 
SUSIE young 55, slim, 5ft 3ins, 
seeks tall, honest guy from 
Medway towns. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 3890271 
LISA 5ft 2ins, 43, average build 
plus a few pounds, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, looking for man for 
dates. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401421 $ 

LINDA young 62, smoker, seeking 
gent, 55-65 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400521 | 

SINGLE mum, 35, white British, 
5ft 2ins, varied interests, looking 
for male to share life with. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 400329 | 


JAN 54, petite, seeks male, 48-58 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 394382 | 
JACQUELINE 82, widow, car 
driver, not slim, ugly or neurotic, 
seeks interesting, caring gent, 70 
plus for talk and company. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403659 
BEV very attractive lady who loves 
cosy nights in, seeks caring man 
who can put the spring back in my 
step and twinkle back in my eye, 
call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 403353 | 

MIRANDA early 60's, sociable, 
friendly, seeking similar N/S 
solvent, presentable, easygoing 
male with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 394843 
MICHELLE petite fun female, 
outgoing, enjoys holiday abroad, 
OHAC and pretty self-sufficient, 
looking for someone to share a LTR 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:399515 

SENSUAL female looking to enjoy 
life a little more, seeking likeminded 
male to enjoy interesting 
conversations over dinner, 
hopefully furthering our experience. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399195 


BLACK beautiful female, 5ft 7ins, 
likes most things in life, seeks 
special male for companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398391 |j 
SANDRA outgoing 53, carer, seeks 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 390230 j| 

48YR old female, kind, loving, 
caring, genuine, fun loving, loves 
music, singing, theatre, holidays, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 387797fl 
DEBBIE 47, single parent, likes 
motorsport, seeking male with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398127 
SHAY 39 looking for fun loving 
male to brighten up my world! 
There must be someone out there 
prepared to take on a feisty 
attractive professional with OHAC, 
money in the bank and a great 
body! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:403341 | 

JACQUELINE widow, 82, easy¬ 
going, not ugly or neurotic, good 
listener, caring, loyal, seeks gent, 
60-80 for conversation, company 
and outings. Sevenoaks, car driver. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
403397 

SHARON 37yr old size 10 
attractive feminine blonde, divorced 
with OHAC, seeks nice male who 
like me is fed up with being on their 
own. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:403351 | 


Men Seeking 



Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 60109 
(T&C's below) 

FIT fellow, full of fun, 58, seeks to 
find fanciable lady for free and 
fascinating future for LTR. Find 
your jar half full. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405857 | 

OUTGOING professional, fun 
loving, entertaining male, seeking 
warm, sincere, fun loving female for 
LTR. Animals/children welcome. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405633 | 

CANTERBURY sign language 
interpreter 58, 5ft lOins, medium 
build, GSOH, varied interests, 
seeks slim-medium build female, 
21-42 for LTR. Single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405697 |j 
TALL friendly, light hearted, single, 
58, seeks pretty woman for LTR 
with mutual selection of activities 
and choosing how to spend our 
time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:405557 | 

RETIRED male 68, 5ft 8ins, 
considerate, GSOH, easy-going, 
likes driving, shopping, most music, 
seeking lady 60-70 for friendship. 
Ashford. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 404589 fl 
YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 
11 ins, list, likes drives, walks, DIY, 
meals out, gardening, smoker, 
looking for lady to spend life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405519 I 


KEVIN 50 6ft 

average build, kind, 
caring, GSOH, black 
hair, hazel eyes, various 
interests, seeks female 35- 
55 for friendship/romance. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:4050871 

VIC mid 60's medium build male, 
active, N/S, likes countryside, 
DIY, seeks compatible female. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405085 | 

CHRIS from Folkestone, 68yrs 
young widower, N/S, 5ft 9ins, 
OHAC, likes country music, rock 
n roll, WLTM N/S female with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405079 | 
CHRIS 68, 5ft 9ins, 13st, 
frustrated widower, likes 
country/western music, real ale, 
gardening, cruises, looking for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402271 | 

40 something Gemini 5ft lOins, 
slim, GSOH, varied outdoor 
interests, seeks similar outgoing 
female, 30-45 for dates and LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404535 | 

TED 63, 5ft 7ins, average build, 
seeks female 55-75 for 
friendship, possible LTR. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

4019131 

FUN fit, 60yr old male, seeks 
older, well built female for no 
strings discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404971 | 



EDDIE African 
male, seeking female, 

20-40 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 394354 
BLACK male, 50, bubbly 
personality, seeks buxom, pear 
shaped, rubinesque white 
female, 25-55 for friendship, 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No : 402887 
GENUINE fun loving guy 55, 
medium build, blue eyes, seeks 
genuine lady, 45-57 for fun times, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401761 | 
GRAHAM 52, N/S, likes days 
out, antique fairs, animals, seeks 
slim, attractive, N/S lady, 40-50 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401727 
BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easygoing, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401595 


STEVE 64, active, likes fishing, 
swimming, karaoke, honest, 
genuine, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 4057171 
DAVE 45, 6ft, large build, ginger 
hair, green eyes, caring, OHAC, 
likes laugh, cinema, pubs, 
restaurants, walks, shopping, 
music, dvds, gardening, animals, 
seeks female of similar age. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405451 j 

MEDWAY male, 60's, solvent, 
seeks attractive lady, 55-65, GSOH 
to wine, dine and share the good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:405429fl 

70YRS young male, good looking, 
GSOH, seeking lady for love and 
affection. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 403455 

RONALD 65 plus, 5ft 9ins, slim, 
sociable, GSOH, tactile, N/S, many 
interests, seeking lady dance 
partner to learn ballroom and Latin. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
403211 fl 

ACTIVE 60's semi-retired man, 
OHAC, GSOH, enjoys theatre, 
dancing, singing, amateur 
dramatics, coast, gardening etc., 
WLTM n/s female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 404671 |) 

RETIRED male 68, 5ft 8ins, 
considerate, GSOH, easy-going, 
likes driving, shopping, most music, 
seeking lady 60-70 for friendship. 
Ashford. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 404589 (f) 
PROFESSIONAL male, early 40's, 
OHAC, independent, seeks warm, 
sincere, fun loving female for LTR. 
Children/animals welcome. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 4045371 


BRUCE likes meals out, 
romantic walks, days out, 
seeking lady, 40-60 for friendship 
and fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 403097 0 


THANET male, young mid 60's, 
caring, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, likes 
travel, countryside, seeks slim, 
attractive local soul mate. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403729 
MICHAEL slim, 44, likes CD, 
films, seeks older male 55 plus 
for fun times in the Thanet area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404373 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 
eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013 j 
DENNIS 53yrs retired police 
officer living in Kent, WLTM 
female for mutual fun times. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404201 | 

GARDENER 50, 6ft, honest, 
happy, single, fit gardener seeks 
attractive younger lady for fun 
NSA nights in, weekends away, 
country walks, picnics and good 
conversation. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404115$ 
SALVATORE 68, N/S, widow, 
Italian, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402481 
KEVIN 49, single dad, employed, 
good cook/laugh, seeks female 
for fun and good times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

402405 | 

CHRIS 58, 5ft 9ins, 13st, 
frustrated widower, likes 
country/western music, real ale, 
gardening, cruises, looking for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402271 | 


ANDY 36, sexy, fun, come say 

hello. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402903 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

Contact members by TEXT! Take a look at our members! 

If an advert has a D next to it then you can reply When you see a B symbol, this mean the 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile. 

and send it to 63222* (£1.50 per message sent) (£1.50 per pic sent) 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 


Gay 
Seeking 



TALL 64yr old young at heart 
N/S male, widower, seeking 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401531 | 


TONY retired, GSOH, likes 
indoor life, dvds, seeking N/S 
lady, 65 plus, likes countryside 
for friendship. West Sussex area. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401481 

TONY 50, likes nights in/out, 
football, fishing, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

394506 d 

PRETTY petite lady sought by 
older, professional businessman, 
looking for LTR and loyalty. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394530 | 

PETE 55, good looking, 6ft 2ins, 
own hair, seeking attractive 
female, 45-60 for relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394294 j 

BRIAN fun loving, happy go 
lucky, likes walks, animals, 
cuddles, nights in/out, seeking 
loving, caring female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

402729 1 

BLACK British male, African 
descent, medium build, varied 
interests, understanding, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402641 | 

ROBERT medium build, single, 
seeks nice, attractive, busty 
female with sexy clothes. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

402597 |j 

BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easy-going, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402531 


YOUNG mixed race male, 
seeking female for no strings fun. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402499 | 

AARON 35, no ties, 5ft 9ins, 
clean shaven, attractive, Italian 
background, chef, down to earth, 
open minded, likes meals out, 
weekends away, socialising, 
cinema, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

402497 | 

5 FT 7ins white male, 50, N/S, 
looking to settle down. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

401897 | 

BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
GSOH, kind, considerate, 
easygoing, seeks female. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401309 


IF YOU'RE LOOKING to connect 
and chat with other men look no 
further TXT: GAY601 to 60109 for 
3 chat matches, fun and safe 
service. (T&C's below) 

Go online - www.localgay- 
date.co.uk 

THANET male, mid 60's, 
inexperienced, seeks male of 
similar age for occasional 
meetings and mutual interests. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405863 

Bl guy, CD, 57, OHAC, seeking 
similar for mutual fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 404907 i) 

EASY-GOING guy, medium build, 
likes outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, 
N/S guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4032671 
Bl male, senior, clean shaven, 
Maidstone area, seeks bi male, 
N/S for occasional meets, must be 
discreet, 45-55. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402393 
DAVID 66, retired, fit, looking for 
man, 50-75 for daytime fun. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402249 i) 

STEVEN 63, looking for LTR with 
man, 59 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402147 
Bl guy 45, seeking similar bi guy 
for fun and friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 4020931 
THANET male, mid 60's, 
inexperienced, seeks male, any 
age for discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401915 
Bl male, seeking easygoing bi 
male/CD, 18-55 for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:401891 | 

ALAN gay guy, sensitive, likes 
music, art, seeks similar for 
friendship, holidays and maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401569 

Friendship 

STRAIGHT male, 40, Medway, 
seeks sports buddies into table 
tennis, golf, snooker and pool. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4054171 

MALE early 80's, fit, active, many 
interests, seeks similar male for 
friendship and company. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401621 
JACK mature male, Thanet area, 
seeks friends of either sex, any 
age for chats. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399455 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap 
compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 63222 costs £1.50 per SMS sent (max 150 characters). Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 6 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. To STOP text stop to 63222. Service 
provided by Sports4Adults. Help: 08444457707. SMS TEXT CHAT*: 60109 costs £1.50 per SMS sent. This service is a virtual chat service meaning you will not be able to meet the people listed. To STOP text stop to 60109. Service provided by JMedia. Help: 08444457707. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt-out of marketing, please visit www.StopChatDateSmsMarketing.com DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 
800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 23/06/13 
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Sky garden reaching new heights 

Landscapers embark on challenge of creating country's first skyscraper greenhouse 


By GREG 


MILES 


D evelopers are taking 

greenhouse-gardening to 
the extreme with a ground¬ 
breaking feature to top off 
their London skyscraper... 
all with the help of a group 
of Edenbridge landscaping experts. 

The latest addition to Canary Wharfs 
skyline, 20 Fenchurch Street, dubbed 
the Walkie Talkie building, will have a 
top floor covered with a giant glazed 
dome filled with plants from around the 
world. 

It is an idea that brings plenty of 
challenges as it is not yet known how a 
‘greenhouse’ at such height will be af¬ 
fected by the drop in temperature that 
comes with being 38 storeys up, while 
there are also the logistical problems 
involved in transporting thousands of 
plants and seven-metre-tall trees to the 
top of the skyscraper. 

Willerby Landscapes is fortunately no 
stranger to a challenge, having recently 
won two gold awards at the Chelsea 
Flower Show and been responsible for a 
large section of the landscaping at the 
Olympic Park in Stratford. 

As the horticultural contractor for 
the project, the company is responsible 
for choosing the plants and managing 
their installation at the building, which 
is still under construction. 

It was able to put to use its strong 


contacts in the industry to win the con¬ 
tract, having carried out a lot of land¬ 
scaping in Canary Wharf back in 19 8 9. 

“The design itself isn’t a problem, it’s 
just whereabouts it is,” said Willerby 
head gardener Des Smith. 

“It’s the first time anything has been 
done like this in the UK. It’s a weird place 
to put a conservatory, I will say that. 

“It’s a huge greenhouse - we are talk¬ 
ing about 1,200 square metres, which 
is a large lump of glass. No one is really 
sure how the wind up there will affect 
the climate and how the temperature 
will change. We have got no natural 
ventilation, not like you have in a green¬ 
house. We are cooling the temperature 
by the use of irrigation, cooling the air 
through water droplets.” 

Des feels that it could herald a new 
era of growing in urban areas, where 
green space will be at a premium in the 
future. 

He said: “Going forward, it’s going to 
be very interesting to see if we can put 
other things like this on other blocks - 
and not just pretty plants, but food 
as well. It’s not an experiment, but more 
of a trial. We are going to have to use 
wonderful things like this to grow food 
for people.” 

The gardens will be surrounded by 
pathways and a restaurant on the top 
level of the building, which will be ac¬ 
cessible only to office workers via a 
private lift from the floors below. 

Willerby’s search for the right plants 


has taken them all over the world, with 
those selected now being looked after in 
Cornwall to prepare them for the Eng¬ 
lish climate ahead of their big move. 

“The plants are chosen to be robust 
and fairly easy to grow and maintain 
but still to provide colour all year round, 
and to grow in an area with this weird 
climate going on,” said Des. 

“It’s taken a long process. We’ve had 
to procure them - we’ve got trees com¬ 
ing from Italy that will be hardening up, 
as it were, to this country in Cornwall. 


The design itself isn’t 


a problem, but it's a 


weird place to put a 

conservatory, I will say 


“The rest come from the Southern 
Hemisphere and Africa, and many from 
nurseries in the Mediterranean. 

“We will be moving them in the win¬ 
ter, so they will need to be able to han¬ 
dle the change in climate. 

“The gardens open in April 2014, so 
we need them to be healthy for then.” 

Des, 57, has been in the gardening 
industry for 36 years and is no stranger 
to innovation, but it is only now that he 
is seeing things he learnt at college 
reach a larger scale. 

“When I started out in the industry, 


the irrigation systems used hot-water 
pipes in greenhouses,” he said. 

“To use mist as a ventilation or tem¬ 
perature modifier wasn’t even thought 
of then. Likewise, hydroponics, where 
fruit and vegetables are grown in water, 
was something I learned about in the 
70s but is now in use today. 

“Things progress year on year. Kew 
was the first place that brought plants 
back from around the world and tried to 
keep them in conditions they were used 
to. This was in the Victorian times. 

“I trained in greenhouse horticulture 
anyway, so I’m using that experience to 
grow plants in a false climate.” 

Having selected all the vegetation, 
which includes 38 large trees, 80 ferns 
and 7,500 perennials, the plants need 
to be transported up the building, along 
with the tonnes of soil and rocks. 

“Once the plants are established, it 
shouldn’t be a problem,” Des said. 

“We are having to use the service lift 
prior to the building being finished. 

“Trying to move a two-and-a-half- 
tonne tree over nicely-carpeted areas 
would be a problem. 

“We did think about using an outside 
crane, but that would mean there would 
have to be empty glazing panels. 

“We are moving it up in the lift shaft 
rather than in the lift - a procedure we 
have used before. We get on site in Octo¬ 
ber - the soil has to go in, and the rocks, 
so we will start planting in February. 

“It will take us about month.” 
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We are delighted to be able to bring you the very first 

Kent Life & Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 


T HE Kent Life & Kent on Sunday Food & 
Drink Awards will take place at Tudor 
Park Hotel on Thursday, November 14, 
2013, from 6.3 Opm to midnight. 

These brand-new awards are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a showcase to 
the good and the great from the county’s food 
and drink industry, including local producers 
and suppliers, small farming businesses, chefs, 
restaurants, pubs and hoteliers - people who 
care about the countryside and the future of our 
local environment. 

The companies nominated will all be voted 
for by you, our readers. We want to know if 
you’ve received a fantastic meal at your local 
pub or have been impressed by the produce and 
service at your farmers’ market or farm shop. 

Entry forms are available online at www. 
kentnews.co.uk. 

Entries close on Friday, August 30, 2013. 

Our panel of judges will then select a shortlist, 
kickstarting the independent judging process 
where finalists will be visited or interviewed to 
determine a worthy winner in each category. 

All finalists will be invited to the prestigious 
awards ceremony in November, where they will 
enjoy a Champagne reception and three-course 
meal based on locally-sourced produce before 
finding out if they are a winner. 

This is the first Kent Life & Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink Awards and we are immensely 
proud to be able to offer you the chance to 
reward and recognise the deserving businesses 


within our local food and drink industry, the 
ones that consistently go above and beyond 
expectations. 

These awards are what you make of them so 
if you are the owner of a restaurant, a budding 
chef or local producer, then help to spread the 
word among your clients and visitors. 

With our online voting system up and 
running, it takes no time at all to cast your vote. 

The judging panel is looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good comments rather 
than number of votes, so everybody is in with a 
chance, no matter how big or small your 
business is. 


Event Partner: 


1^4 

Tudor Park 

A MARRIOTT HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB 


] AWARDS CRITERIA 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 


Pomegranate 
m) jCatering 


This popular category is open to anyone in the 
food or drink business who has started a new 
venture within the last 18 months. It could be any 
food and drink business but we want to know 
what impact they have made on the local 
community and whether they have started to 
achieve any success further afield. Are they 
helping to promote Kent food and drink to a new 
audience? Tell us who has impressed you. 


BUTCHER OF THE YEAR 

Plyy>|^ C6fltf6 This category is here for 
y |«| one reason and that is to 

praise our many local 

butchers and everything they do for Kent. Consider 
asking your butcher how their meat is hung, 
prepared and cut and whether it can be traced to a 
local farm. Are the staff knowledgeable and 
helpful? Does the butcher play a key role within 
the local community? If so, nominate them. 



BEST TEA SHOP OF THE YEAR 

We recognise that tea shops are an 
integral part of the Kent food and 
drink scene and we'd like to know 
your favourites. Who makes the best 
tea, serves the nicest cakes and the freshest 
scones? Is the jam home made and are the 
sandwiches freshly cut and liberally filled? Most 
importantly, are most of the ingredients locally 
sourced? We’re looking forward to hearing about 
your favourites. 



INDEPENDENT RETAILER OF THE YEAR 

This category acknowledges the hard 
work Kent's independent food and 
drink retailers put into giving their 
customers the best possible experi¬ 
ence in-store, reinforcing their role at 
the heart of the community and showing true 
innovation with their displays. We are looking for 
independent retailers who put local and seasonal 
at the heart of the food and drink experience and 
who are proud to work with and support the best 
the Garden of England can offer. 


BEST FARM SHOP 

AT / • | Just like our 

Farmers’ Markets, 

|-j A I P a 9° ocl farm sh °P 
* needs to have that 
extra-special something to tempt shoppers away 
from their local supermarket. Are the staff 
friendly and knowledgeable, is the range of 
produce and the layout of an excellent standard, 
does your local farm shop offer a box scheme? Is 
most of the produce sold there grown or raised 
on that farm, or nearby and if not would the 
owner be able to tell you where it is from? 


BEST FOOD OR DRINK PRODUCER 

This category celebrates our local 
suppliers and producers who play 
such a vital role in the food 
community. We are looking for 
someone who consistently 
provides a reliable quality of products and 
services to their customers. So whether it's your 
local bakery, drinks merchant or meat producer, 
we want to know why this person or business 
goes the extra mile for you and gets your vote. 

BEST FAMILY DINING VENUE 

We've all experienced 
that sinking feeling 
when you go out for a 
meal with the family 
and you know almost 
immediately the proprietors and staff would have 
preferred you to have left the kids at home. We 
want to know about the exact opposite, those 
establishments that welcome and treat with 
respect your whole party, from elderly to very 
young, and ideally don't banish you too an outer 


A 



room away from the main dining area. Do they have 
high-quality menus that suit every age group, 
provide high chairs if needed, offer useful distrac¬ 
tions such as paper and crayons for younger 
children to use at the table? Is there a children's 
play area and good baby-changing facilities in the 
toilets? And most importantly is the food of an 
excellent standard and worthy of mum and dad as 
well as the younger members of the party? Tell us 
all about your best family dining experience in Kent. 

BEST PUB OF THE YEAR 

laversliam.org 

and dining pubs, 

the whole eating-out experience needs to be 
taken into account in this category. Customer 
service, value for money and the quality of the 
food should all be accounted for. How well does 
the establishment you recommend use and name 
local suppliers and seasonal produce throughout 
its menus? Neighbourhood pubs are at the heart 
of the local community and this category is your 
chance to give something back for all the 
enjoyment they give you. Are the staff friendly 
and welcoming, even if it isn't your local? Are 
there local ales, juices, wines and ciders available 
to purchase and if so, are they proudly on 
display? Also, note the quality and speed of the 
service, the overall atmosphere and ambience, 
both inside and outside in the beer garden. 


BEST FARMER’S MARKET 

The key to a good 

myFERRYlink Farmers'Market is not 
owned and run by the ere™ only the range of produce 

and the quality of its stalls but also the principles 
that it supports - for example, does it work as a co¬ 
operative with other farmers, is most of the 
produce sold there grown or raised locally? Are 
the stallholders welcoming and knowledgeable 
and is the layout easy to navigate as you move 
around the market? Are any extras offered on a 
regular basis, such as cookery demonstrations or 
talks, is it well advertised so you can plan your visit 
in advance, is there good accessibility and parking? 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 

We suspect that this 

/(W m 4A ‘VfT category will be one of our 
’• vk**' / m ost coveted awards, as 

the Kent Life and Kent on 
Sunday Restaurant of the Year needs to offer an 
incomparable dining experience, from the 
ambience to the service and most importantly the 
food. Is it locally sourced and does it change with 
the seasons? Does chef support local producers 
and are they recognised on the menu? Look 
through the wine list, are there local as well as 
international wines and sparkling wines and can 
the staff tell you more if you ask? We'd expect 
nothing less from our Restaurant of the Year. 


CHEF OF THE YEAR 

Kent is blessed with outstanding 

chefs working in the county's 
ffiteESas & Bathroom® lm fantastic array of restaurants. 

The Chef of the Year should be someone who has 
devoted him or herself to the cause of serving the 
best possible food. They will demonstrate 
technical ability, use of seasonal ingredients, 
presentation of the food and an understanding of 
how flavours work together. They will be able to 
lead and inspire their team and to talk to 
customers knowledgeably about the dishes they 
have enjoyed. Above all, we are looking for 
passion - that magic ingredient that defines true 
greatness in the kitchen. 


BEST KENT FOOD AND DRINK HERO 

♦ Kent has a food and drink 
scene that is more vibrant 
» than many others across the 
UK. This category celebrates 
the individual who has made the most impact on 
the food or drink community - someone who 
goes the extra mile to promote Kent to a wider 
audience and is passionate about local produce 
throughout. Now is your chance to nominate your 
own Kent food and drink hero. 
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Tunbridge Wells all 
set to dig the groove 
of the bhangrabeat 



BIG HITTERS: A world of music and cuisine will 
be celebrated at the festival in Tunbridge Wells 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

TUNBRIDGE Wells will come alive to the sounds 
of Bangladeshi pop stars, steel bands and folk 
music in a glorious celebration of the town’s 
rich and diverse cultures. 

The Mela Festival will be showing all that is 
good about the Tunbridge Wells community 
through a riot of music, food and dance on 
Sunday, July 7, at Calverley Grounds. 

The event, now in its eighth year, is being or¬ 
ganised for the first time by a new partnership 
comprising Cohesion Plus Kent, Sue Latham 
Events (SLE) and the Kent Equality Cohesion 
Council (KECC). 

The festival was previously under the guid¬ 
ance of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, which 
pulled out of funding this year’s event, raising 
concerns that it would not take place. 

“Over the years the Mela has proven to be 
very popular, pulling in crowds of around 5,000 
and attracting leading creative and performing 


artists,” said Sue Latham, of SLE. “We have an 
exciting programme showcasing both local and 
national talent, with genres including pop 
music, bhangra, calypso, comedy and soul. 

“In the food zone we have cuisine from around 
the world, including Asian, British, Indian, Ori¬ 
ental, European and Caribbean.” 

Gurvinder Sandher, chief executive of KECC, 
said: “We hope the local communities will come 
out and support the Mela and reinforce the posi¬ 
tive community relations enjoyed across the 
borough.” 

Highlights on the stage programme include 
performances by the Charlie Monroe Band, 
Phase 5 Steel Band, Bangladeshi pop star Shilpi, 
award-winning Four by Four bhangra group, 
comedy duo Danny and Dan and country-folk 
star Ilona. 

The event will be headlined by the Magical 
Motown Band. 

Their is also a creative-arts area run by 
Samesky and Tunbridge Wells Childminding 
Association, who will be organising workshops. 



OLD TIME: Go West will be performing in county 

80s chart-topping trio 
unite for one-off tour 


EIGHTIES favourites Go West, Hue And Cry and 
The Christians are joining forces for a one-off 
tour that takes in two Kent dates this autumn. 

The three groups play at the Assembly Hall 
Theatre in Tunbridge Wells on Saturday, 
November 23, and Dartford's Orchard Theatre 
the following evening. 

The trio boast millions of record sales 
between them, with hits such as We Close Our 
Eyes, Call Me, King Of Wishful Thinking (all Go 
West), Labour Of Love, Looking For Linda, 
Violently (all Hue And Cry) and Forgotten Town 
and Harvest For The World (The Christians). 

Celebrating more than 25 years together, Go 
West had their first hit We Close Our Eyes in 
1985. This year sees the release of their latest 
CD, 3D, which is being released in three parts. 

The first single from the album, Skin Deep, 
co-written with former Spandau Ballet lead 
singer Tony Hadley, is released this month. 

Hue And Cry burst on to the UK music scene 
in the late 1980s with the albums Seduced And 
Abandoned and Remote, which featured Labour 
Of Love and Looking For Linda. 

Merseyside stars The Christians were also 
one of the 80s' biggest music acts, bringing a 
soul edge to the charts. 

Both shows start at 7.30pm. To book for the 
show in Tunbridge Wells, phone 01892 530 613, 
while for the performance in Dartford phone 
01322 220000. 


Castle’s classical concert is ‘super backdrop’ for cadet band 


THE Band of the Royal Air Force Air Training 
Corps has been added to the line-up at 
the Leeds Castle Open Air Classical 
Concert. 

The pipes and drums of 2513 Squadron 
from Romney Marsh will perform at the 
event, on Saturday, July 13. 

The band has performed at Buckingham 
Palace to commemorate 150 years of the 
cadet service and last year performed for 
The Queen at Balmoral to celebrate her 
Diamond Jubilee. 


2513 (Romney Marsh) Squadron Air 
Training Corps officer Dave Laws said: "We 
are excited to be performing this summer 
at Leeds Castle. 

“The cadets are a very professional band 
and play to a very high standard. 

"I am extremely proud of them and what 
they have achieved and this will be a super 
backdrop for our performance." 

Ticket prices are £36 for picnic style and 
£46 for seats. To book, call 08456 526262. 
Visit www.heritageevents.co.uk for details. 




Job hunters 
this way 


• Register to receive the latest jobs delivered to your inbox 

• Search and find Jobs updated daily 

• Upload your CV and let recruiters find you 

• Easy online job application tools 

jobs24.c£uk 

9 ****** • ou.ni • om vociu 


ls iobs 
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Kent 


CARAVAN FOR SALE 


3 bedroom holiday home for sale, located at 
Rye Harbour Holiday Park. Quick sale needed. 

£9995 inc 2013 pitch fees 


Call Rob to view 07740 247507 


IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 




Call 01303 817150 
www.kentnews.co.uk 


CARAVAN FOR SALE 


Static caravan for sale in Sussex OFFERS 
on Award Winning Park. TAKEN 


Call 07532 423466 for info 

ABSOLUTE BARGAIN! 


HOLIDAY HOME FOR SALE ^YQQC 

Includes • Pitch Fees • Siting ^ 

• Insurance • Water Rates all INCLUSIVE PRICE 


Call Gavin 

07740 247 487 or 01795 511 522 

FREE CARAVAN 

All you pay is a standard connection charge and site fee and you can enjoy 
park life in your very own caravan for 2013. Sited at New Beach Holiday Park, 
Dymchurch, Kent. Excellent facilities, entertainment and close to the beach. 

STRICTLY LIMITED NUMBERS CALL TODAY ON 


01303 870 536 




to advertise in this section 1 
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A cast quick on its feet 

FAST-PACED spy thriller The 39 Steps is coming 
to The Marlowe Theatre in Canterbury. 

Based on John Buchan's 1914 book, it has 
been adapted for the stage and sees four actors 
play 139 roles in 100 minutes. 

The show, which has been running in the West 
End for six years, was adapted for stage by 
Patrick Barlow and is directed by Maria Aitken. 

It will be appearing at The Marlowe from 
Monday to Saturday, July 1-6. 

Performance times are 
7.30pm, with 2.30pm 
matinees on the 
Thursday and Saturday. 

Tickets are priced 
from £14 to £30; phone 
the box office on 01227 
787787 or visit www. 
marlowetheatre.com. 



Charities will fair well 

TFIOUSANDS of people are expected to flock to 
the traditional Kennington Summer Fair in Ashford 
later this month. 

This year the event includes a children's 
funfair and fun dog-show, while in the arena 
there will be displays by the award-winning 
Towers Cheerleaders and the Reel Eire dance 
group. 

More than 30 stalls will be selling a range of 
goods, all in aid of charities and local voluntary 
organisations. 

The fair starts at noon on Saturday June 29, 
on the Recreation Ground, Ulley Road, 
Kennington. Admission and parking are free. 


Make a beeline to Dungeness 
and join walk to raise money 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

WILDLIFE fans can learn about the reintroduc¬ 
tion of a type of bee at Dungeness National Na¬ 
ture Reserve at the same time as raising 
money to help ensure its survival. 

The RSPB has organised a sponsored walk as 
part of an activity day to support the short-haired 
bumblebee project at Dungeness. 

On Sunday, June 30, visitors can take part in a 
three- or six-kilometre sponsored walk around 
the reserve, which will follow a specially-created 
bee trail. Afterwards, the team behind the project 
will share its knowledge, while other children’s 
activities will be taking place. 

Dr Nikki Gammans, from the short-haired 
bumblebee project, said: “This is a great opportu¬ 
nity for families to learn about bees, see them up 
close and learn about their importance. 

“With bumblebee and all bee numbers in 
sharp decline, projects such as this are essential 
in providing vital natural habitats. 

“We encourage people to adopt wildlife- 
friendly gardening by planting native wildflow- 
ers and bee-friendly plants in their gardens.” 

Other activities you can take part in on the day 
include a treasure hunt and, depending on 
where your artistic talent lies, bee and flower 
fancy-dress or mobile-phone photographic com¬ 
petitions, all to raise funds for conservation. 

Nic Willett, senior community fund-raising 
officer with the RSPB South East, is hoping that 



BUZZ: Walk will aid the short-haired bumblebee 

many people will support the event. She said: 
“We’re really hoping that lots register for our 
sponsored walk as it’s going to be a fantastic fun 
day out for the family. 

“Every pound donated helps us to continue 
essential work such as the short-haired bumble¬ 
bee project. Funds raised from the walk will be 
split equally between the RSPB and the short- 
haired bumblebee project.” 

Walkers will set off at 10am or 1.30pm and 
everyone taking part will receive a goodie-bag. 

To register for the sponsored walk, email your 
name and contact details to nic.willett@rspb. 
org.uk or text them to 07725 217318. 


FAB 
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Assembly Hall, Tunbridge Wells 
Saturday, June 29, 7.30pm 
Box office: 01892 530613 
Website: www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 

The Upbeat Beatles: Bringing all the enthusiasm 
from the original Fab Four (!), The Upbeat Beatles 
have been together since 1997 and are still going 
strong. Tickets £17.50. 


The Winter Gardens, Margate 
Friday, June 28, 7.30pm 
Box office: 01843 292795 
Website: www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 

A1 Murray: The pub landlord is back in action on 
The Only Way Is Epic tour, following his twice- 
extended Barrel Of Fun tour. Not suitable for 
under-16s. Tickets £25.50. 


Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 
Friday, July 5,7.30pm 
Box office: 01303 228600 
Website: www.leascliffhall.co.uk 

The Proclaimers: Twins Craig and Charlie Reed 
released their ninth album Like Comedy last 
year, 26 years on from their first. They will be 
playing all their hits. Tickets £29.40. 



■ The Brook Theatre, Chatham 

Tuesday, July 2, 8pm 
Box office: 01634 338338 
Website: www.medwayticketslive.co.uk 

The Derek Nash Acoustic Quartet: The jazz 
group will play music from their award-winning 
Joyriding album, which features lyrical melodies 
and rhythm. Tickets £11. 



Texts charged at standard 

NETWORK RATE 


LEEDS CASTLE OPEN AIR 

CLASSICAL CONCERT 

Saturday 13th July 2013 


Br# 

wr r 


Military wives • vintage aircraft 
Military Band • Fireworks 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 

Tickets Only £36 


FOR MORE INFO & Call 08456 526262 

TO BOOK TEXT 

classical to 80012 to book tickets or visit 


www.heritageevents.co.uk 
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ADMAN 


WAR 


NEW VENUE! 

AT RAF WESTENHANGER 

FOLKESTONE RACECOURSE ( ) 

IN HELLFIRE CORNER .' ^ 

www.thewarandpeacerevival.co.uk 
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Son goes on an emotional journey to recapture 
his father's heroic wartime deeds in first novel 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

THE story of a Chatham man’s 
role in D-Day and the impact it had 
on the rest of his life has formed the 
basis of his son’s first novel. 

It was during the Allied invasion 
of Normandy in the Second World 
War that Ted Tappenden relayed 
the Ham and Jam radio message 
signalling the critical capture 
of Benouville Bridge after the 6th 
Airborne Division’s glider raid on 
June 5,1944. 

The bridge was subsequently re¬ 
named Pegasus in tribute to the op¬ 
eration (the shoulder emblem worn 
by the British airborne forces is the 
flying horse Pegasus). 


He was later involved in another 
glider assault across the Rhine in 
Germany and on the Baltic front 
before returning home a very differ¬ 
ent man. 

Having seen how the 
war had affected his fa¬ 
ther, Michael Tappenden 
decided to relate the story 
in his part-fictional novel 
Pegasus To Paradise. 

“His story has never 
been told. He is often men¬ 
tioned in military ac¬ 
counts, but I thought it 
was about time I did some¬ 
thing about that,” said Michael. 

The 71-year-old, like his father, 
joined the Army and the Parachute 
Regiment, making tours of duty in 


Cyprus with the United Nations 
peacekeeping force. He went on to 
become a graphic designer and 
principal lecturer at the former 
Kent Institute of Art & Design. 

The West Wickham 
resident said his father 
rarely shared his story. 

“He never spoke about 
it and consequently he 
suffered. He withdrew 
from the world,” said 
Michael. “I knew about 
Pegasus as I grew up be¬ 
cause Dad kept his uni¬ 
form and there were 
badges on it. I found out that way. I 
didn’t find out about the Rhine 
crossing until many years later. 

“When he died, he wanted us to 


scatter his ashes at Pegasus Bridge, 
which we did.” 

Michael began writing the book, 
which is told through his eyes, four 
years ago with the help of a creative- 
writing class. 

“I have gone through every emo¬ 
tion known to man writing it. 

“There are times I have laughed, 
had moist eyes, raged with frust¬ 
ration - but most of all it was very 
revealing. 

“A lot of people have ideas float¬ 
ing around, but when you’re forced 
to put it on paper it focuses what 
you really mean and think.” 

■ Pegasus To Paradise is pub¬ 
lished by Acorn; it is available from 
Amazon.co.uk for £8.99 or £2.99 
as an eBook. 



Calendar Girls are ready to grin and bare it by seaside 


THE Minster Players dare to bare as they 
present Calendar Girls, the hugely popular play 
by Tim Firth. 

After a successful stint at Minster Playhouse 
in May, the Players bring their pool of talent to 
Broadstairs to present this feel-good show. 

Calendar Girls tells the story of a group of 
women from Yorkshire who decide to make an 


alternative Women's Institute calendar to raise 
funds for the local cancer ward. 

Gone are the days of scenic photos - the 
ladies strip off and protect their modesty using 
an array of strategically-placed objects. 

You can see the Minster Players at the 
Sarah Thorne Theatre Club, Memorial Theatre, 
St Peter's Road, Broadstairs, on Saturday, June 


29, at 7.30pm and Sunday, June 30, at 2.30pm. 
Tickets are priced at £8 (advance) and £10 (on 
the door). Seats are bookable in advance from 
the box office on 0845 2626263. 

While the 24-hour booking rule applies to non¬ 
members of Sarah Thorne, seats can be reserved 
by phone or on the 24-hour online booking service 
at info@sarahthorne-theatreclub.co.uk. 



LADIES’ NIGHT: All-female cast will perform show 

Shakespeare just as the 
Bard would have liked it 

THE Playhouse Theatre Whitstable will be host¬ 
ing an all-female production of The Taming Of 
The Shrew later this month. 

Shakespeare’s Globe is bringing its new pro¬ 
duction as part of its award-winning small-scale 
touring programme. 

It is being billed as a rare opportunity to 
experience the freshness and simplicity of the 
theatre tour as it was in Shakespeare’s day. 

The tour is concluding with four nights in 
Hong Kong and 10 in Singapore - the first foray 
into Asia for a Globe theatre tour. 

Kate Lamb takes on the role of Katherina, 
while Leah Whitaker plays Petruchio. 

The play will be directed by Joe Murphy, who 
is also the artistic director of Nabokov, an ac¬ 
claimed new writing company. 

To book tickets, which are priced at £17.50, 
visit www.shakespearesglobe.com or www. 
playhousewhitstable.co.uk, or alternatively you 
can phone 020 74019919. 



Meet 

Fireman Sam 
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Pre-book your admission tickets on line at 

www.kentlife.org.uk 

or call us on 01622 763936 
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Kent Life, Lock Lane, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3AU. Junction 6 of the M20. T: 01622 763936 


Holiday Homes 
For Sale 


CARAVANS FROM £7995 


A holiday home at Harts Holiday 
Park is a place that the whole family 
can enjoy for years to come and just 
look at what’s included: 

• Just yards from the beach 

• Ideal location for exploring Kent 

• A small, friendly park community 

• Exclusive owner's events for Harts owners 

• Fantastic entertainment venue 

• Indoor leisure pool • Kids' Club for 5-14 year olds 

*Terms and conditions apply. Selected models only. 


Carnaby Holiday 
Home Road Show 

11th-24th July 

Call for your 
free day pass! 


2013 PITCH 

FEES INCLUDED 

PIUS 

FREE 2014 
PITCH FEES 


Call today to arrange a park visit on 

1795 500 552 




www.ParkHolidays.com/hartssales 
Leysdown Road, Leysdown-on-Sea, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, ME12 4RG 
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Digging dirt on manor 

THE history of Randall Manor will be put under 
the microscope during archaeological digs at 
Shorne Woods Country Park this summer. 

Visitors are being invited to take part in what 
has become the annual summer dig at the 
former home of the de Cobham family from 
Saturday, June 29, to Sunday, July 28. 

Archaeologists have revealed the foundations 
of the building, so far uncovering a kitchen, 
brewery, store buildings, courtyard fish-ponds 
and the Lord of the Manor’s toilet. 

Visitors can get involved, using tools borrowed 
from the Kent Archaeological Society, which will 
also be present to offer advice. 

There will also be a Wars of the Roses re¬ 
enactment by The Woodville Household group, 
which will host a living-history camp on 
Saturday and Sunday, July 27-28. 


Olympic stars’ chorus 

THE choir that sang at the closing ceremony of 
the London Olympics will be performing in 
Rochester this month. 

The London Welsh Male Voice Choir, which 
took centre stage at the Olympic Stadium in 
east London last year, is touring the country 
after finding fame and will be at Rochester 
Cathedral on Saturday, June 29. 

It is the only show in the county this year by 
the London-based Welshmen. 

The event, hosted by the Kent branch of the 
Institute of Directors and sponsored by land 
and property auctioneer Clive Emson, starts at 
7pm. Tickets are priced at £10; to book, phone 
0800 046 3396 or 01634 810074. 


Sounds of death are music 
to the ears of Aussie artist 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miLes@archant.co.uk 

THE ethereal sounds of near-death experiences 
have been brought together by an Australian 
artist who will be performing her ‘documentary 
art’ at Margate’s Turner Contemporary next 
month. 

Saskia Moore has spent the 
last few years researching the 
sounds that people hear just be¬ 
fore they die, gleaned from peo¬ 
ple who have had near-death 
experiences (NDE). 

She has compiled the music 
and sounds to form miniature 
symphonies for a larger piece of 
work called Dead Symphony. 

It includes voice cello, harp, 
marimba, keyboards and elec¬ 
tronics, and will be performed 
by her and ensemble Apartment 
House at the Margate gallery on 
Saturday, July 6. 

It is said that sound is the last 
sense experienced moments be¬ 
fore death. 

“There’s a digital, synthetic sound - that’s 
how a lot of people describe it,” said Moore. 

“Very beautiful, often like a choral sound but 
with sustained notes. Some said it was melodic, 
almost like chimes, but not like church bells and 


not religious. One told of a hum of electricity, si¬ 
lenced by a crack.” 

Moore has been working on the project as an 
artist in residence with arts group Sound & 
Music. She said: “Transcribing this music has 
been an interesting process, devising ways and 
means to talk with non-musical people to de¬ 
scribe, hum and even at times 
colour and draw the sounds. 

“What I have heard and tran¬ 
scribed is a profound similarity 
of sonic atmospheres people 
hear during an NDE - it’s wild, 
fascinating and the stuff of 
goosebumps. 

“I read many books and docu¬ 
mented people’s accounts of 
their near-death experiences 
and spoke with many scientists, 
doctors, people of religion, spir¬ 
itualists, quantum mechanists. 

“My perspective of death has 
changed irrevocably, but I re¬ 
main wholly fascinated, con¬ 
fused and curious about it. ” 
Performances take place at 
4pm and 6pm, while at 5pm 
Moore and Apartment House director Anton 
Lukoszevieze will be talking about their work. 

Tickets are priced at £6 (£5 concessions); a 
ticket gives access to one performance and the 
talk. Visit www.turnercontemporary.org. 



DEATH KNELL: Saskia Moore 


FAB 


FOUR 



Faversham Creek 

Saturday, June 29, 2.30pm-4.30pm 

Phone: 01795 539209 


Website: www.discoveringbritain.org 

Discovering Britain: Join Raymond Molony on a 
four-mile walk along Faversham Creek to learn 
how water shaped the town; the walk starts at 
Faversham station. 



St Peter’s Church, Bexleyheath 
Saturday, July 13, 7.30pm 
Phone: 0208 3045446 


Website: www.bexleyphoenixchoir.org.uk 

Bexley Phoenix Choir: Enjoy the choir’s 
Something For Everyone pre-tour concert at the 
Pickford Lane church. The 30-strong choir sings 
everything from classical to pop. Tickets £7. 



Diggerland, Strood 

Sunday, June 30 
Phone: 0871 22 77 007 


Website: www.diggerland.com 

Digger Wars: For the first time since 2005, 
Digger Wars is back. Watch two digger-drivers 
go head to head in a battle at the theme park. 
Entrance £17. 


■ The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 
Friday, June 28, 7.30pm. 

Phone: 01322 220000 
Website: www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 

Motown’s Greatest Hits - How Sweet It Is: The 
sounds of Lionel Richie, The Temptations, Stevie 
Wonder, The Four Tops and more combine in 
one show. Tickets £22. 



KENT 

COUNTY 

SHOW 


121314 JULY 2013 


book- ijomr 4ic-k-e4-s Wzyqs 

01622 633060 > 6 ? 

www.kentshowground.co.uk 


f kentcountyshow 


kentcountyshow 
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Royal Native Stores: still a real 
pearl in seaside resort’s shell 


F all the restaurants that make up 
the smorgasbord of eateries in and 
around Whitstable, there is one 
that has always remained the 
grandfather of them all. 

The Royal Native Oyster Stores 
fish restaurant, its weatherboarded site jutting 
out over the shingle shores of the most popular 
part of the pretty seaside town, reeks of fishing- 
industry history. 

As such, it is always on the hit-list of the re¬ 
lentless wave of weekenders dipping their toes in 
the town’s charms. 

Yet, while revered, it isn’t always a must-go 
experience for the local, primarily on the grounds 
of cost - this isn’t a dining experience for the 
faint-hearted - and the fact that there is such a 
wide range of other quality diners nearby. 

It does, however, remain a rather marvellous 
experience and one that anyone with a penchant 
for seafood really ought to visit. 

The restaurant itself is all high ceilings, ex¬ 
posed beams and heavy wood floors, the clien¬ 
tele an ecletic blend of well-to-do local and day- 
tripper. As a consequence, it provides fascinating 
soup for those who like to indulge in a little 
people-watching. 

But it is, of course, the food on which its repu¬ 
tation hangs. 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 



Unsurprisingly, the daily-changing menu is 
awash with fruits de mer. The question is wheth¬ 
er it can deliver where its stablemate, the Hotel 
Continental, so dramatically and inexcusably 
fails, at least when I have visited. 

The answer is that it delivers in glorious style. 
While the Continental injected no love or soul 
into its cooking, here every dish appears to have 
been carefully considered - it’s more than just an 
elaborate-sounding dish on a menu. 

So the starter of mussels with local cider, 
cream and mustard, for example, doesn’t just 


arrive - it embraces you. The shellfish is plump 
and the right colour, the sauce rich but, crucially, 
so different from the moules marinieres that 
every restaurant with seafood pretensions serves 
up. The mustard and cider provide a zing that 
tees up the palate a treat. 

The dressed crab is moist and light, while even 
the salad comes with a bounce. 

The steak, local oyster and oyster stout pie is 
rammed with huge hunks of steak and tender 
whole oysters in a rich sauce. The golden pastry 
topping lies like delicate clothes to be gently re¬ 
moved and savoured before the dish’s main body 
below is revealed. 

If that isn’t enough, even the desserts are 
worth writing home about - a chocolate pecan 
truffle salted caramel layer cake with cream 
tasting like thick, dense heaven... a rose creme 
brulee melt-in-the mouth delicious. 

So the setting is right and the food is great. The 
only complaint comes at the cost. For two of us, 
including wine, it was just shy of £100. But as 
ever with dining out, you pay for the experience. 
And it may just about justify the extra mortgage. 

Chris Thomson 


■ Royal Native Oyster Stores 
Horsebridge, Whitstable CT51BU 
(phone 01227 276856) 


Curry awards spring a 
hot (sort of!) summer 

LOVERS of Asian food can nominate their 
favourite restaurants for the third annual Asian 
Curry Awards. 

Following 11 regional heats across the 
country, the winners will be announced at a 
glittering awards dinner being held at Grosvenor 
House Hotel in London in November. 

There will be awards for Asian Chef Of The 
Year, Young Chef Of The Year and Takeaway Of 
The Year in 15 categories. 

Chefs competing for the top gong will be 
invited to prepare a signature dish to be judged 
on criteria of innovation, technical skill, 
nutritional value, food hygiene, creativity and, of 
course, taste. Visit www.asiancurryawards.co.uk. 

Rick Stein returns for 
a spicy book signing 

LEGENDARY TV chef Rick Stein will be heading 
to Bluewater shopping centre to meet fans and 
sign copies of his new book. 

The fish-dish maestro will be appearing at 
Waterstones on Saturday, July 13, at 1.30pm to 
autograph copies of Rick Stein's India, which 
accompanies his BBC TV series of the same 
name. 

The chef is a big fan of Kent's seaside venues 
and its oysters, having both eaten and presented 
shows in the county on several occasions. 

The feisty cook includes the Whitstable 
Shellfish Company as a recommended supplier 
on his website. 



r 



Marquis Tasting Menus 


The Marquis tasting menus showcase the best of 
local & seasonal produce - game, dayboat fish, locally 
reared meat and seasonal fruits & vegetables treated 
with care & respect. 

4 courses £22.50 (usually £30) 
or 6 courses £40 (usually £55) 

Cut this advert out & bring along with you on the date of your booking or mention when 
booking. This voucher can be used in our restaurant under the following conditions: 
Valid Sunday - Friday dinner and Tuesday - Saturday Lunch time until 31/08/13. Excludes 
bank holiday Sunday & Monday. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or discount. 



01304 873410 

Alkham Valley Road, Alkham, Dover, Kent CT15 7DF 

www.themarquisatalkham.co.uk 
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Chalksole Vineyard 

In perhaps the closest British vineyard to France, 
we have produced a sparkling wine of great quality which perfectly 
matches the cuisine from the same terroir. 

The vineyard, in Alkham Valley, just V 2 a mile from the Marquis, comprises of 
7 acres of Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier & Chardonnay grapes. You are welcome 
to take a stroll amongst the vines before or after your meal - ask at 
reception for a map which takes in the vineyard as well as the beautiful 
Sladden Dexter beef farm & ancient woodland. 

And guess what? 

This local delight is available exclusively to buy at the Marquis. 

So come over and enjoy a glass to start a meal - 
perhaps take a bottle home with you. 



L 
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Keeping active in the garden is good for 
you and the success of your veg patch 


GARDENING Vi 

WFTH THE EXPERT 


JEREMY SHIRLEY 


P ROVERB of the month: ‘When the 
months of July, August and September 
are unusually hot, January will be the 
coldest month’. 

Well, since I penned my piece for June, home 
gardeners and farmers have been in despair. 

Now, having passed the longest day, I urge 
you to not give up and to have hope and faith in 
your ability, and all will change for the better. 

As our 50th anniversary in Kent approaches, 
my family take pleasure in having inspired so 
much for so many. Isn’t gardening like business 
- one per cent inspiration and 99 per cent perspi¬ 
ration? 

Gardeners don’t need silly health clubs for ex¬ 
ercise. Easy gardening exercises and relaxes 
mind, body and spirit, leading to longevity. I’m 
proof, and there are many more like me with 
active brains - they’re physically active, too. 

So what’s to be done this month? Growing 



BEAUTY: Flowers of the Portulaceae tribe can create a gloriously dramatic effect for summer gardens 

grapes for eating or wine - and my wife makes mellow, super-alcoholic kick to make you feel 
grape jam that, after about six months, has a ‘Oh be joyful’. 


Of all the fruits, grapes are the most essential, 
detoxifying the blood and boosting the immune 
system by destroying harmful cells. So plant pot- 
grown grape vines in the ground or tubs now! 

Visit your specialist nursery. You will not get 
the same advice from multiple big-shed garden 
centres. 

Pot-grown vines must be planted now to en¬ 
sure a healthy life. The varieties I recommend 
are Chardonnay, Gewurztraminer, Madeline 
Angevine, Pinot Gris and Triomph D’Alsace as 
all suitable to grow outside within our county. 

The famous Hampton Court Vine Black Ham¬ 
burg, which can be seen trailing over our new 
arbour, is supreme as a black grape with pips. 

You must eat the skins and the pips for maxi¬ 
mum health benefit. More anon. 

Pinot Noir is the champion for Champagne... 
oh, did you know it was the English who first 
made Champagne by accident? All fruiting stock, 
fruit trees and soft fruits, provided they are pot- 
grown, can still be planted. 

This is the month to plant Calypso Magic. A 
magic that I first discovered in 1964, very few 
nurseries now grow this gem that loves a hot, 
dry and sunny position. Calypso Magic was my 
naming for plants from the tribe Portulaceae, of 



Stonecraft “Beautiful Gardens 
paving centre Set in Stone” 




gv- .sfca -£ 
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The Largest Indoor 
Showroom in Kent! 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer 


Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to inspire you. Stonecraft 
Paving can offer you everything you need to create your ideal patio or driveway. 

We offer quality products with huge savings. 

Visit our centres and compare our prices with other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whitewall Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4EW 
Tel: 01634 724667 Fax: 01634 729907 WWW.St0necraftpaving.C0.llk 



rates 


$520623 


TO GET 10 % OFF 
ANY INSTORE 
PURCHASE: 

text FISH 
to 80012 


Central American cichlid w Guppy + other live barers m Tetra 
qelf i sh • Lionfishh* Foxface • Clownfish • Damsels • Chromis 

Surge/- • f s # ils • 

4 \ f A JS* ' W m t i If Mm J* Jfc 


Aquatic Centre 


Established in 1999, we are now extremely well known for our friendly 
yet professional customer service and advice. We specialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, cold water'antf tropical fish to fill your 
aquarium, as well as fish tanks'to help you grow your collection! 


For all you 
• Marine * Ti 


’offls • Aquariums 
• Pond Plants 


Eds: 

’d water 

,c 


• Glass Fibre Ronds > 
- • Pumps 

• Liners anthnuch%ore 

Also now avail able 

• Chicken CoTflTs Mb 

• Rabbit* Guinea 
Pig Hutches & Runs 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 


Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm Sunday 10am-4pm 
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which Portulaca is a widespread genus. It is a 
spreading succulent with silk-like, vibrantly- 
coloured flowers that create a dramatic effect for 
summer planting, window boxes, baskets and 
planters, but not many are grown these days. 

In 1964 I sold more than 100,000 such 
plants. These paid for my former luxury bunga¬ 
low and much more in 1965 - and that is 
why my wife and I chose to call our former home 
Portulaceae. 

I must clear up a query following last month’s 
article featuring a picture of Becky with a tray of 
pricked-off fuchsia seedlings. The caption mis¬ 
takenly said that it was not too late to plant vari¬ 


eties of fruit and vegetables [my italics] in garden 
pots. The good news, though, is that those seed¬ 
ling fuchsias are now looking fine and can be 
planted now. 

After a poor start due to dreadful light condi¬ 
tions, my son Stephen’s tomatoes, chillies and 
peppers are looking grand. 

Incidentally, if you make a second sowing of 
Pixie bush tomatoes now to grow in two-litre 
pots for your kitchen window-sill or conserva¬ 
tory, you could have this variety in fruit until 
and indeed beyond Christmas. 

Have you ever grown new potatoes for Christ¬ 
mas? If not, plant retarded seed potatoes now 


and you will, I’m sure, be pleasantly surprised. 

When the growth haulm, as it is known, starts 
to yellow and die down, remove it at once. Do 
not compost - that’s for those autumn bonfires. 

Carefully lift the potatoes in early November. 
In Victorian times, these were put in biscuit tins 
of sharp, moist sand and stored frost-free. 

Use wooden boxes - not plastic or polystyrene 
- to avoid chemical leaching. 

I suggest you pot up a few mint roots in Sep¬ 
tember, cut the growth back hard and place on 
your kitchen window-sill. Hey presto! Fresh 
mint to include with your Christmas potatoes - 
and mint sauce with roast English lamb, too! 


GROWING: 

Vines can be 
grown in this 
county if you 
put your mind 
to it, far Left, 
while Stephen 
Shirley tends 
to his quality 
tomatoes 

Stephen and Serena have only recently re¬ 
leased Snowman pumpkins for primary schools 
and their competitions. Yes, white pumpkins! 

Children must be encouraged to grow things 
and, my word, some funny-shaped pumpkins 
have been produced... and for novel uses, too. 

For those who send an A4 stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to me at Victoriana Nursery 
Gardens, Buck Street, Challock TN25 4DG, I 
shall return a packet of radishes for kiddies 
to grow - so quick and easy at this time of year. 

In some respects, this could be deemed as my 

Continued on page 37 
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Quality Grooved 

arbordeck 



FURTHER 10% DISCOUNT on production of this advert 


H0WARTH TIMBER & 
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

MUCH mL THAN JUST TIMBER 


Howarth Timber & Building 
Supplies DARTFORD 
Hythe Street Lower, Dartford, 
Kent DAI 1BN 

S' 

# ^ By buying products with A B 

# 1 the FSC label you are J 

M % supporting the growth ‘JKk M 

—s responsible forest V ■ ■ 

■■ worldwide 6 " 


FSC 


The global benchmark 


PEFC 

PEFC/16-37-361 



Tel: 01322 286 844 
Fax: 01322 286 823 

Email sales.dartford@howarth-timber.co.uk 
website www.howarth-timber.co.uk 
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DIY KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


P Shaped Shower Bath, 
Front Panel, Shower 
Screen W-C 
& Seat Basin 
Pedestal Bath Shower 
Mixer Basin Mixer 


Just £599.00 




Complete kitchen including Hotpoint Double Oven, 4 Ring Gas FHob 
Cooker FHood, Sink & Mixer Now £2999.00 Rigid 


i 1 ZSc 




900x900 Shower Tray 
& Quad Glass Shower 
door W-C & Seat Basin 
& Pedestal T Bar Shower 
Valve & Basin Mixer 


£499. 


2 Echo Square Gravesend Kent DAI 2 1 NP 

Telephone 01474 320802 
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Encouraging children to dig into the garden 
is a top investment in their future interests 



HAVE FUN: Children have been encouraged to grow and decorate some unusual squashes 


Continued from page 35 

subliminal advertising, similar to the 1960s and 
70s, when young children visited our original 
nurseries and went away with a free tiny conifer 
or other plants. Many as adults are our garden 
friends of today. 

No one can dispute that onions are good for 
you and particularly the heart. So here’s another 
small gift - a packet of Siberian red-onion 
seeds to sow now. Same package and address as 
with the radishes, please! 

Is it too late for bulbing onions? Yes! What we 
offer is known botanically as Allium fistulosum 
and grows like very large chives with individual 
shoots about one centimetre in diameter. 

Allow them to establish as a clump and just 
remove three or four shoots at a time, using a 
fork to ease them out of the ground. 

You will find they are perennial and multiply 
- use them as spring onions and in stews, soups, 
stir-fries and so much more. Such a worthwhile 
and easily-grown onion! Sometimes referred to 
as Welsh onions, they have crimson shoots. 

Onions contain cyclic sulphur that is so bene¬ 
ficial to the heart and in stress relief due to the 
carminative effect. Stamina, vigour and vitality 
are enhanced and native Africans eat onions to 
overcome fatigue from walking great distances 
to fetch water. Two drops of onion juice in the 
ear will give instant relief from ear-ache prior to 
seeking medical advice as to the cause. 


It is not too late to make immediate sowings of 
peas. The Victorian climbing pea Douce Pro¬ 
vence is very tasty - it’s like the French petit pois 
but larger - or Waverex, the sweetest eating pea 
of all. 

You can also sow a variety of mange tout such 
as Carouby de Mausanne. Traditional gardeners 
may say ‘Too late, chum!’, but they would be 


wrong. This is because the season is still running 
six to seven weeks behind and in consequence, 
with warmer nights and soil temperatures, 
everything will now grow faster - just look at the 
weeds. 

Most people have experienced trouble with 
pigeons that have been encouraged by townies 
feeding them. Old CDs are a very good, cheap 


and easy deterrent. Suspended from strings tied 
to canes or sticks at an angle, the reflecting light 
disorientates their eyesight... as I have found. 

I know I am not liked by some in the aquatic 
trade who say that you must have expensive 
filters, pumps and UV lights to keep your pond 
clear of strangling blanket weed or to clear pea- 
soup pond-water, but the underside of water- 
lily leaves filters out all algae-inducing micro¬ 
nutrients. 

My son’s nursery does everything nature’s 
way with no use of chemicals. 

Well, it’s happened again! No one won the 
prize of £25 worth of plants for guessing the 
author of the piece I quoted last month that 
commenced “My English and Latin is lacking, 
my spelling is sometimes worse...”. 

Lots of folk may well have the book I published 
and distributed nationwide from 1973 onwards 
entitled Escapism, now out of print and of which 
I have only the one copy. Stephen told me he had 
seen it for sale on eBay. 

Anyway, no such competition this month - 
just the seeds and radishes offers. 

On that note, I will sign off. Who was the radio 
comedian who always signed off in a miserable 
voice with “It’s being so cheerful as keeps me 
going”? Oh, happy days! 

Blessings and good wishes, Jerry. 

■ Jeremy Shirley developed Challock’s Vic- 
toriana Nursery Gardens; you can visit www. 
victoriananursery.co.uk to find out more. 



Artificial Lawrs 

C E N T R 0 


Here at Artificial 
Grass Centre we 
sell a wide range of 
various different types 
of artificial grass and 
turf. 

Call 01634 720411 

and a member of our 
staff will be happy to 
assist you in choosing 
the correct type of 
grass 

We offer an installation 
and delivery service 
throughout South 
East England, please 
contact us for more 
details. 

Unit 8 Ballard Business 
Park, Cuxton Road, 
Strood, Kent ME2 2NY 
www.artificiallawncentre.co.uk 



Orchard Fencing ltd 

Offering an extensive range of fencing & materials for 
Commercial, Domestic, Industrial & Agricultural service. 




Huge Stock - low Prices 


Catford 020 8698 4064 Ardoch Road, Catford, London SE6 1SZ 
Welling 020 8855 6961 Stephenson Close, Welling, Kent DAI 6 3AT 

Erith 01322 347799 Landau Way, Darent Park Industrial Estate, 
Wallhouse Road, Erith, Kent DA8 2LF 

Call us today for a competitive price! 
info@orchardfencing.co.uk | www.orchardfencing.co.uk 
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Saving water does 
not mean leaving 
your garden dry 


Top tips to help you conserve this vital resource 


T HE seemingly unending wet weather of 
2012 made water restrictions unlikely 
this year, but people in Kent are still be¬ 
ing urged to save water, both conserv¬ 
ing a scarce resource and protecting the coun¬ 
ty’s environment. 

The strong message comes from Affinity 
Water, which supplies water to more than 3.5 
million people in southern England, including 
the Folkestone and Dover area. 

Mike Pocock, Affinity Water’s water resources 
manager, said: “Following the heavy rainfall 
over the last year, groundwater levels in our 
aquifers are above average and we do not antici¬ 
pate any restrictions for 2013. 

“However, we continue to ask our customers 
to use water wisely. Not only is this good for the 
environment, but it will also save them energy 
and money.” 

With gardeners now putting in summer bed¬ 
ding plants, Affinity Water is offering the follow¬ 
ing top tips on how to grow healthy plants while 
saving money by avoiding over-watering. 


■ Choose plants that thrive in dry conditions, 
such as lavender, marigolds and cornflowers. 
Look for the full sun symbol on the plant labels 
when buying new plants as this indicates their 
tolerance to dry conditions. 

■ Move containers, hanging baskets and pots 
into shady areas. 

■ Mow at 4cm, which will encourage growth 
and reduce evaporation. 

■ Water your pots and hanging baskets in the 
morning or evening to reduce evaporation. 

■ Use a water butt - a great way to save money 
on metered bills. 

■ Use gel crystals in your pots to help retain the 
moisture in the soil. 

■ Bury a short length of pipe in pots to send 
water directly to roots, where the plant needs 
it most. 

■ Use mulches like bark chips on flower beds to 
retain moisture and keep down weeds. 

■ Visit www.affinitywater.co.uk/savewater 
for more advice about water efficiency and 
to buy discounted products. 




The beautiful finishing touch in your home 


Our Complete 
Fireplace Pastes 



discover 167 Faversham Road Kennington Please call for details 

Fireplaces Ashford KentTN24 9AE Tel: 01233 627777 
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CLASSIFIED 

To advertise telephone: 01303 817150 


ESI 


Local, National & International 
Collections and Deliveries 
Office Moves 

House clearances antique and modern 
furniture bought and sold 
Domestic Cleaning 

Man and Van based in Canterbury 

Licence for Waste Removal 

Over 16 Years Experience CRB Checked 
Fully Insured 

Mob: 07527 859124 
esj_removals@hotmail.co.uk 



KITCHEN 

CJndy shepherd^ 

DESIGNER LTtT~ 

Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms 

• Kitchens 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.as-kitchens.co.uk 



Rosemary Nurseries 

SALE fik 

Basket plants 3 for £2.50 ' 

Add some Summer colour to your Garden 

Roses including David Austin and 
old fashioned,shrubs, trees, basket plants, 
fuchsias, seasonal bedding and basket filling service. 



BUY DIRECT FROM THE GROWER 

Find us between the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. 

Airport & Margate Crematorium 
Open all Weekend 

Opening times 10 - 5 Mon to Sat 10 - 4 Sun 
Manston Road Margate CT9 4LT 01843 823282 - yell.com 


ALLBRIGHT ROOF CLEANING SERVICES 

Specialising in all aspects of outside cleaning. 


We can dean ■ 

Pato’s 

Decking 

Roofs 

Block Parvmg 

Paths 

Wafts 

Corrp0f**8 (too** call tx 4 ** 


T* 0H34 29HB2 
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SUMMERFIELD NURSERIES 


We invite you to come and see our beautiful and vast 
selection of products, including 


• Geraniums 

• Fuchsias 

• Basket Plants 

• Box Bedding 

• Hanging Baskets 


Vegetable Packs & 
Much more 
Large selection of 
Perennials 


Nursery Open Every Day 
Weekdays and Saturday 9am-5pm 
Sundays 10:30am-4pm 
Summerfield Nurseries, 

Barnsole Road, Staple, Nr Wingham, Kent CT3 1LD 

Telephoned 1304 812549 

Website: www.summerfieldnurseries.co.uk 



M&A 

Dkvanriw| 8k. Otttrriiy S »n i u > 


Quote Kos when you call 
Telephone 

01843 260475 

Mobile 


At M & A Decorating and 
Guttering Services we offer 
the complete decorating and 
guttering service 

From gutters cleaned out gutters/ 
fascias and soffits washed down. 

Gutters repaired or replaced from cast 
iron gutters finlock gutters [concrete] 
upvc gutters 

We have been established since 1994, 
and are fully insured. 

FREE Gutter Clearing on all 
exterior work undertaken 




SOUTHGATE 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms. 


FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 


For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


«|. 



FLOQRSANDING 

Give your floor the finish it deserves 


• Floor Sanding & polishing 

• Wood Floor Restoration 


• Parquet Si Woodblock Specialists 

• DUST FREE Sanding System 



For a FREE survey & friendly professional advice, call: 


□800 358 4040 www.floorsandingdustfree.co.uk 
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Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 

for bocknqs. mU rArma\tor 


Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 
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Highlands, 
Orkney & 
Shetland 
Mini-Cruise 

Escorted Rail to Mini- 
Cruise from London 
6 Days 
£899pp 

Quote OS9-KOS 
21 September, 2013 

Scotland's Highlands and Islands 
are magical with a character all of 
their own. With visits to Loch Ness, 
the Castle of Mey, John O'Groats, 
Orkney and a two-night mini¬ 
cruise to Shetland, this is a unique, 
not-to-be-missed holiday. 
INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel from London 
Kings Cross 

• 1 night half-board at 
Cambridge Hotel in the 
Highlands, near Aviemore 

• 2 nights half-board at The Royal 
Hotel, Thurso 

• Short ferry crossing (1.5hrs) 
Scrabster to Stromness, Orkney 


with soup & sandwich lunch 
• 2 night mini-cruise in a 2-berth 
cabin with 2 breakfasts & 1 
dinner from Orkney to Shetland 
and Shetland to Aberdeen 


• Restaurant dinner in Kirkwall 

• Guided tours of Orkney & 
Shetland 

• All transfers & touring in 
Scotland and the islands 


Grand Danube 
4-star 

River Cruise 

Escorted Fly-Cruise 
9 days 

From £1299pp 

Quote GD9-KOS 

22 September, 2013 

Join us for a majestic cruise on the 
famous Blue Danube. With a 
tremendous variety of scenery, 
historic cities, romantic towns, 
superb architecture and cultural 
jewels, Europe's second longest river 
offers an incomparable river cruising 
experience. Ports of call include 
magnificent Vienna and Budapest, 
with overnight stops at each. Our 4- 
star ship, the MS Serenity, is 
comfortable, cosy and modern with 
a capacity of 190 guests. The 12-sq 
metre cabins are all outside with 
twin beds, radio, TV, safe, air 
conditioning and bathroom with 
shower and toilet. 

INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout abroad 

• Return flights to Munich from 
Gatwick Airport 

• Overnight hotel B&B in Germany 

• 7 night full-board cruise on the MS 
Serenity 

• Transfers abroad 




99p Bar Self-Drive 
Summer Deals 
Grand Burstin 
Hotel Folkestone 

3 to 4 nights, half board 
PLUS 99p Drinks 

From £89pp 
Quote GB-KOS 

3 Nights - £89pp Fridays: 21 
Jun; 12,26 Jul; 2,9 Aug 2013 

4 Nights - £119pp Mondays: 
5,19 Aug; 23 Sept, 2013 

The Grand Burstin Hotel, set in a 
prime position overlooking 
Folkestone Harbour, is renowned as 


one of the UK's top entertainment 
hotels, so you can relax, dine in style 
and be entertained all under one 
roof. 

Cabaret Shows are performed in the 
Ocean bar every evening - fantastic 
entertainment for all ages! 

The hotel also runs regular daytrips 
to France which are bookable at the 
hotel. 

The Spindles Health Club & Gym has 
an indoor heated Swimming pool 
and sauna, as well as a state of the 
art gym (£4 per day payable at the 
hotel). 

All bedrooms are en-suite with TV, 
hairdryer and tea/coffee-making 
facilities. 

INCLUDED: 99p Bar 6 to 9pm every 
evening - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers • 3 or 4 nights sharing a 
twin/double-bedded hotel room 

• Breakfasts & dinners 

• Entertainment 


Ferrari - Live 
the Dream in 
Maranello 

By Air from Gatwick 
4 days 

£499pp 

Q uote FC10 -KQS 
17 October, 2013 

Come with us to Maranello in Northern 
Italy - home to the most famous sports 
car maker in the world - Ferrari. Our 4- 
day tour takes in all the sights of 
Maranello including the Ferrari 
Museum, Fiorano Test Track, Enzo 
Ferrari Museum in Modena and we stay 
at a Ferrari-themed hotel. No trip to 


Maranello would be complete without 
taking a Ferrari out for a spin. Test 
drives are possible with options to drive 
a range of models, from the brand new 
California to the 550 Maranello - ranked 
as one of the most beautiful and 
technologically-advanced models ever 
created. 

INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout abroad 
•3 nights B&B at the 

4-star Maranello Village Hotel 

• Admissions to: The Ferrari Museum, 
the Enzo Ferrari Museum PLUS guided 
bus tour inside the Fiorano test-track 
proving grounds and Viale Enzo Ferrari 

• Return Easyjet flights Gatwick to 
Bologna including one piece of hand 
luggage 

• Transfers abroad 


Mamma Mia 
& Super 70s 
Christmas 
Party 

Warner Norton Grange 
Isle of Wight 
3 Nights Half Board 
+ Free Bar 

£219pp 

Quote N011-KOS 

29 Nov to 2 Dec, 2013 


Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, Free 
Car Ferry and a super location make 
Warner's Norton Grange resort, on the 
Isle of Wight, our most popular 
Christmas Party venue. This Christmas 
we're featuring a Mamma Mia movie 
screening, an Abba tribute band, 
comedian Joey Howard plus lots of 
festive and nostalgic fun. Plus there's a 
Free Bar from 6pm to midnight every 
night. 

INCLUDED: Free Bar from 6pm to 
midnight every evening for house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers, tea and 
standard coffee • Full Entertainment & 
Activities programme 
• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • 3 nights en- 
suite chalet accommodation • Car ferry 
crossing worth £45 
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Pressure mounting 
on the retail sector 
as inflation rises 

BUSINESS chiefs say the Latest inflation 
figures this week will hit the retail sector 
"particularly hard" in an environment 
where many are already struggling. 

The Office for National Statistics 
revealed on Tuesday the rate of the 
consumer price index had increased to 2.7 
per cent in May - higher than analysts had 
predicted. It came to 2.4 per cent in April. 

The Bank of England expects inflation 
to exceed three per cent this year. 

The ONS said this was Largely driven by 
increases in air travel and motor fuel costs. 

Roger House, chairman for the Kent and 
Medway arm of the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB), said: "FSB data released 
this week shows more firms are being hit 
by rising costs, with utility and fuel costs 
being the key drivers. The 2.7 per cent rise 
will be a concern for businesses that costs 
will rise further in the coming months. 

"Inflation is unlikely to fall in the near 
future, which will put pressure on Kent 
business and household finances. It also 
further increases the divide between living 
costs and wages which is acting as a drag 
on the economy and hitting the retail sector." 


Firms fined over death 

A GRANDFATHER who plunged to his death 
as he fixed a leak in the roof of a warehouse 
in Dover died because safety measures 
were neglected, a court has heard. 

Robert ’Bob’ Rogers, 61, fell six metres 
through a skylight on November 16, 2010. 

Mr Rogers was working for Richard 
Parker, trading as Ovenden Engineering, 
which had been contracted by Allied 
Domecq Spirits and Wine Ltd to fix a leak 
in the roof and clean the gutters of their 
bonded warehouse in Dover. 

Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 
prosecuted Richard Parker, of Folkestone, 
and Allied Domecq Spirits and Wine Ltd, 
trading as CG Hibbert Ltd, of west London, 
for safety breaches. 

Richard Parker was on Tuesday fined 
£26,667 and ordered to pay £4,000 in 
costs after admitting breaching Section 
2(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc 
Act 1974. Allied Domecq Spirits and Wine 
Ltd, of west London, was fined £266,677 
with costs of £10,752 after admitting 
breaching Section 3(1) of the same Act. 
Both defendants had entered guilty pleas 
in April. 


If you have a business story, then we would like 
to hear from you. Telephone the newsdesk on 
01303 817000, or alternatively email your story 

to editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


International networking gets 
a boost with trains to Germany 



DEUTSCHE BAHN 


A major player on the international 
travel scene, the Literal translation 
of Deutsche Bahn is Germany 
Railway; it emerged as the 
successor to the former state 
railways of East and West Germany 
in 1994. 

Based in Berlin as a private joint- 
stock company, its majority 
shareholder is Germany's federal 
government. 

Today it carries around two 
billion passengers a year. 


WHAT IS THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION (IGC)? 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

EUROTUNNEL has secured perhaps one of the 
most significant deals in its history after it agreed 
terms to allow a German rail service to use its 
cross-Channel route. 

Since it opened some 20 years ago, only two 
services have used the tunnel; Eurotunnel’s own 
car and freight shuttle service, and the Eurostar 
high-speed train linking London to the likes of 
Paris and Brussels, via Kent stations in Ashford 
and Ebbsfleet. 

Eurostar pays to use the tunnel but, up until 
now, has been the only passenger service operat¬ 
ing between cities. 

Now a new name will be added to the list, after 
Deutsche Bahn - the largest railway operator 
and infrastructure owner in Europe - agreed to run 
services between the UK and northern Europe. 

Previous fears that continental trains would 
not be able to use the UK rails have also been 
ruled out, with Eurotunnel bosses confirming 
“adjustments to the timetable and modifications 
to the paths through the tunnel will suffice to ac¬ 
commodate the new traffic”. 

It means a London to Frankfurt service could 
be up and running as soon as next year. 

It will be news warmly welcomed by business 
travellers in the county for whom the Kent sta¬ 
tions provide essential links to mainland Europe, 
while also further enhancing the county as a 
place for businesses looking to relocate. 

Talks between Eurotunnel and DB have been 
on-going for years. In 2010 it ran a test service 
of one of its ICE high-speed services to London’s 
St Pancras International terminal. 

Now, after three years of detailed study, the 
Intergovernmental Commission has granted the 
German firm an operating certificate to run pas¬ 
senger services through the Channel Tunnel. 


The IGC was set up to supervise, in the name 
and on behalf of the governments of France 
and England, all matters concerning the 
construction and operation of the Channel 
Tunnel fixed link. 


It is expected to lay the groundwork for addi¬ 
tional services to Germany and Holland with up 
to four million new passengers using the service 
every year. Already, some 10m use the existing 
high-speed services. 

A spokesman for Eurotunnel explained: “The 
request by one of the foremost railway operators 
to open up direct services via the Channel Tun¬ 
nel is proof of the significant attraction the infra¬ 
structure offers. 

“The Channel Tunnel provides a route that is 
fast, reliable and competitive. Groupe Eurotun¬ 
nel’s access charges, set out by the two states in 
1987 under the framework of the Railway Us- 


It describes itself as the "conduit for 
discussion between the public services of the 
two states involved with the fixed link". 

It oversees safety and has an economic 
regulatory role. 


age Contract (RUC), which runs until 2052, are 
particularly favourable to the development of 
new services. Based principally on a charge per 
passenger, they limit start-up costs for new op¬ 
erators whilst they build up their load factors.” 

Jacques Gounon, chairman and chief execu¬ 
tive officer of Groupe Eurotunnel SA, added: 
“Twenty years after the start of commercial serv¬ 
ices, the authorities have finally opened the 
Channel Tunnel to all. 

“This is wonderful news for the millions of pas¬ 
sengers in northern Europe who can now use 
this most environmentally friendly means of 
transport to travel to London.” 


Post Office hits out at CWU industrial call to arms 


POST Office chiefs have hit out at 
calls by a union for strike action, 
while insisting they remain 
committed to maintaining service 
for customers in Whitstable and 
Margate. 

The Communication Workers' 
Union called for two days of strike 
action - one on Thursday, June 20, 
and Saturday, June 29, as part of 
an on-going dispute over closures, 
job security and pay. 


Both the main Whitstable post 
office in Gladstone Road and the 
Margate branch in Cecil Square 
face closure, with the post office 
counter instead moving inside a 
local shop. 

Both outlets are currently known 
as Crown offices as they are run 
directly by Post Office Ltd. In order 
to keep costs and losses down, the 
Post Office is keen to see more and 
more share premises with retailers. 


However, there has been stiff 
opposition in both towns to the 
move. 

Kevin Gilliland, network and 
sales director at the Post Office, 
said: “We are disappointed at the 
CWU's decision to call further 
strike action. We must continue 
with our plans to turn around the 
Crown network to ensure we keep 
these branches on high streets and 
in city centres across the UK. 


"We remain open to discussions 
with the CWU on pay options which 
do not add to the current loss of 
public money." 

The Post Office stressed its 
proposal to partner with a retailer 
is the best option to ensure the 
long-term viability of Whitstable 
and Margate post offices and to 
maintain services for its customers. 
Any new branch would offer access 
to the same products. 


FOR THE LATEST JOBS IN KENT - WITH MORE THAN 1,500 ADVERTISED - VISIT WWW.JOBS24.CO.UX/KENT X 
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Training, courses and careers 


Future generation to get inspired 
as duo pick up honourary awards 



CEREMONY: Graduation day 


TURNER Contemporary 
director Victoria Pomery 
OBE, and internationally- 
renowned fashion designer 
Margaret Howell CBE will 
both receive honorary 
awards from the University 
for the Creative Arts (UCA) 
at the Royal Festival Hall 
this month. 

Ms Pomery will receive an 
honorary Master of Arts on 
June 25 at the ceremony for 
students from the Canter¬ 
bury and Rochester cam¬ 
puses. 


Ms Howell will be awarded 
an honourary professorship 
to mark her contribution to 
fashion design. 

She will pick up her award 
at the Maidstone campus 
ceremony. 

UCA vice-chancellor, 
Simon Ofield-Kerr, said: "I 
am delighted to be honouring 
such talented and dedicated 
individuals at this year's 
graduation ceremonies. 

"They will act as a real 
inspiration to the students 
graduating this year." 



HONOUR: MidKent College's Stephen Grix is to collect an OBE for his services to further education 


Uni building hits the right 
note with top RIBA award 

The University of Kent's Colyer-Fergusson 
Music Building has won a RIBA (Royal 
Institution of British Architects) National 
Award 2013. 

It is one of only two buildings in the south 
east to win one of the awards for architec¬ 
tural excellence and one of 43 to win 
nationally. 

It will now go forward for RIBA's top 
award, the Stirling Prize, with the shortlist 
being announced on July 18. 


Meet the staff during 
college's open morning 

BROMLEY College stages an open day next 
weekend giving prospective students the 
chance to meet staff and tour the site prior to 
starting a course in September. 

Taking place between 10am and noon on 
Saturday, June 29, courses on offer will 
range from vocational, apprenticeship, A- 
level, higher education and professional 
courses. 

The Bromley campus is based in Rookery 
Lane. For details see www.bromley.ac.uk. 



for more details! 


Bromley College Open Event 

Saturday 29 June, 10am -12noon 


Come along to und discover: 

•Our huge range of A Level and Vocational courses 
• Our industry standard facilities 

•Our learning environment where you're treated as an adult 
•Why we are rated Good by Ofsted 


romley.ac.ul 


Bromley Campus 

Rookery Lane, Bromley BR2 8HE 

020 8295 7000 


| OF FURTHER & HIGHER EDUCATION 

BromleycoLLEGE 

incorporating Orpington College 


Bricklayer who became 
principal gets an OBE 


WHEN Stephen Grix first turned up on the steps 
of MidKent College’s former City Way campus in 
Chatham, he can barely have imagined just how 
the establishment would play such a significant 
role in his life. 

Back in 19 71, he had enrolled as a day-release 
bricklaying student - his ambitions stretching to 
the hard graft of the builders’ site. 

Yet 40 years later he would stand not at the 
bottom of the steps but at the very top of a college 
which continues to play such a key role in 
Medway’s rejuvenation. 

And last week he saw all those 
years rewarded after finding A 
himself on the Queen’s Birth- 
day Honours’ List. i 

Mr Grix, who is now the m 
principal at MidKent Col¬ 
lege, was awarded an OBE 
for his services to further 
education. 

He said: “I’m absolutely 
thrilled to have been award¬ 
ed an OBE for doing a job I love ’ 
and which I am extremely pas¬ 
sionate about. 

“I had a tough time at school and 
left at 15 with no formal qualifications, but 
thanks to further education I was able to build a 
career that eventually led me to where I am to¬ 
day. 

“I hope my story demonstrates to young peo¬ 
ple that school is not the only option available to 
them. Many students are far more suited to the 
vocational style of learning that MidKent College 
can provide.” 

Mr Grix rejoined MidKent College in 2005 hav¬ 
ing studied there more than 30 years earlier. 
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The father-of-three moved into teaching in his 
twenties and returned to MidKent College to 
study for an education degree before subse¬ 
quently moving on to gain a master’s degree in 
education management. 

Mr Grix went on to become principal of Sir 
George Monoux College in Walthamstow, north¬ 
east London, and then head of Ofsted’s post-com¬ 
pulsory education division. 

He also took a role as director of education for 
the London borough of Tower Hamlets be¬ 
fore finally returning to MidKent Col¬ 
lege as principal and chief execu¬ 
tive in March 2005. 

Mr Grix is due to step down 
as principal at the end of the 
current academic year but 
will continue as chief execu¬ 
tive on a part-time basis un¬ 
til 2015. 

He will be replaced as 
principal by Sue McLeod. 

She joined the college as a 
travel and tourism lecturer in 
^ 1993 before climbing the ranks 

^ to her current position of deputy 
principal. 

She will start her new job on September 1 
and will become the first woman to be principal 
at the college. 

Prior to joining the college, Ms McLeod worked 
across the Caribbean, United States and Europe 
during her time in the travel industry, including 
a stint aboard cruise liners. 

She previously achieved a degree in business 
studies at the Dorset Institute of Higher Educa¬ 
tion prior to embarking on her teaching career 
with MidKent College. 


Postgraduate employers in contest boost 


BUSINESSES in Kent employ¬ 
ing postgraduate students are 
invited to enter the inaugural 
Prospects Postgraduate 
Awards, offering opportunities 
for strengthening their position 
and relationships in the field. 

The Best Business Partner 
Award recognises and rewards 
successful collaborations 
between employers and 
universities to ensure that 
postgraduate courses meet 
the needs of business. 


It is one of eight categories, 
which span campaigns, 
agencies and businesses. 

Mike Hill, chief executive of 
Graduate Prospects, the 
education publisher behind the 
awards, said: "Many businesses 
in the south east have 
established relationships with 
their local universities to 
support their talent pool and 
build for the future. 

"They are also working hard 
to educate institutions about 


their sector and skills require¬ 
ments to better equip 
graduates for the world of 
work. The Best Business 
Partner will demonstrate a 
cohesive and integrated 
approach to employability, 
bridging the gap between 
education and industry." 

Entries must be completed 
by September 6. 

The winners will be 
announced at an awards 
ceremony on November 19. 
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DESTRUCTION: Faversham Linen Services was physically destroyed by the fire, but the firm's files were saved thanks to some savvy IT investment 

Disaster recovery enables 
firm to rise from the ashes 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

IN THE early hours of June 12 a fire started in a 
commercial laundry in Faversham. 

With frightening speed it spread across the site 
causing destruction to everything which came 
into its path. 

What was once a thriving business - whose 
client list included the Orient Express and a host 
of hotels and restaurants - was obliterated. 

Yet, in what may prove to be the finest exam¬ 
ple yet of ensuring your data back-up systems 
are well maintained, within hours, staff were 
able to retrieve all the essential customer infor¬ 
mation and get the wheels of business turning 
once more. 

It is a tale which may just be enough to per¬ 
suade the tired business director of big and small 
firms alike across the county, who receive a daily 
diet of calls and letters trying to sell them an IT 
solution, to give consideration to the possible 
benefits. 


So just how did the experience of Faversham 
Linen Services, which employs some 100 staff, 
come about? 

Access IT, based in nearby Boughton, has 
worked closely with the firm as an off-site tech¬ 
nical partner for many years and had managed 
the technical side of its recent multi-million 
pound project to update and expand the machin¬ 
ery the firm used and its IT system. 

As part of that system was a disaster recovery 
plan, designed to ensure information was not 
lost if the worst happened so a business could 
continue. 

Explains Mark Henwood of Access IT: “We got 
onto the site once the fire brigade gave us the all 
clear, and we were able to recover some of the 
equipment that had been in the adjacent offices 
and bring them back to our premises. 

“They were a bit scorched and smoke dam¬ 
aged, but nevertheless we recovered the entire 
system. 

“We set up a temporary office for staff later 
that morning. This meant they were able to start 


contacting customers and initiating contingen¬ 
cy plans to shift the laundry work elsewhere 
within a couple of hours of the fire.” 

The cost of the fire was significant, however. 

Up in smoke was all the new machinery - 
twisted metal the only remains. 

Its entire linen stock was destroyed - which 
for a firm capable of handling 300,000 items a 
week, was significant. 

Such was the severity of the fire, emergency 
crews had to remain on scene for more than 24- 
hours to keep damping down the smouldering 
wreckage. In fact, small fires were still breaking 
out some three days later. 

Adds Mr Henwood: “We have been repairing 
the consequences of failed recovery systems for 
many years and have seen the devastating after- 
math to a business. 

“By far the best course of action is to test the 
system as a matter of course. What price is peace 
of mind?” 

The cause of the laundry business fire contin¬ 
ues to be investigated. 


BUSINESS IN BRIEF 


Tesco raise a glass in 
bid for pub permission 

A DECISION is due soon on proposals by 
supermarket giant Tesco to open a new store in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

It has put forward proposals to the local 
council to open a Tesco Express store on the site 
of the Kelsey Arms pub on St John’s Road. 

The chain admitted it was interested in the site 
last December after the pub closed its doors for 
the last time in November. 

Price wars erupt in the 
cross-Channel market 

MYFERRYLINK has fired the latest shots in the 
battle for cross-Channel traffic after launching a 
price promise vowing to be the cheapest service. 

It comes just weeks after the Competition 
Commission said the operator must cease its 
Dover to Calais operations. 

Its new price promise guarantees if a customer 
finds a lower fare elsewhere for a ‘like for like’ 
booking they will be refunded or price matched. 

Farm secures big loan 
to allow for investment 

A FRUIT farm hopes to harvest the benefits of 
securing a £390,000 investment from its bank to 
allow it to boost its offering. 

Rankins Farm in Linton, near Maidstone, is 
investing the money in developing specialist cold 
stores to allow it to safeguard crops and better 
meet demand. 

The loan from NatWest is backed by the 
Government’s Funding for Lending scheme. 

Next to open massive 
new store next to M20 

RETAIL giant Next has been given the nod to 
build a major new store just off the M20 at 
Maidstone. 

The £9million store at the Eclipse Park will 
create nearly 140 jobs - the majority of them 
part-time. 

However, it will mean the closure of its 
branch in the Mall Chequers. It intends to keep 
its outlet in Fremlin Walk open. 

Charity sinks roots for 
job creation service 

A CHARITY is appealing for donations to help it 
get a woodland management business off the 
ground. 

The Kent Woodland Employment Scheme 
aims to recruit ex-service personnel, young 
people and ex-offenders to help woodland 
management in Kent’s ancient woodlands. 

The charity is working with Royal British 
Legion Industries and Kent County Council. 

Business centre open 
for tenants in Chatham 

MP MARK Reckless was among the local 
dignitaries to attend the opening of the 
Cambridge House Business Centre in Chatham. 

Originally snapped up to house the 11 Plus 
Academy tutoring service and accountancy 
firm Sollertia, the additional office space at the 
property in Cambridge Terrace is now being 
offered to small and medium-sized firms. 

The building was opened on Thursday. 


Amateur competition is above par for county 



THIS week's 118th Amateur 
Championship golf tournament is 
set to inject some £500,000 into 
the local economy, according to a 
major study. 

The event has been running all 
week at the Royal Cinque Ports 
Golf Club in Deal and Prince's in 
Sandwich. 

With 288 competitors from 33 
countries battling it out for glory, 
the prize is a place at this year’s 
Open Championship in Muirfield 
and next year's US Open at 
Pinehurst, North Carolina. Tradition¬ 
ally, an invitation is also extended 
to play in the following year’s 
Masters Tournament at Augusta. 

But the county will continue to 
feel the economic benefits, 
according to an independent event 
impact study from Sheffield 
Hallam University's Sport Industry 
Research Centre. 

The research reveals almost 


3,500 commercial bed nights are 
required to host the week-long 
event which brings in additional 
spending on food and drink, 
transport and through local 
supplier contracts. 

A further tourism promotion 


benefit will be derived from TV 
highlights of the final three days of 
the championship that will reach 
150 million households across 
Europe, America, Asia and Oceania. 

Sport and tourism minister, and 
Kent MP for Faversham, Hugh 


Robertson, said: "Hosting the 
championship in Kent this week 
will help give local businesses in 
the county a boost from the 
additional tourism trade." 

The event concludes on Sunday. 
Highlights will be on Sky Sports. 














44 I week ending June 23, 2013 


KMI 


www.kentnews.co.uk 



It’s never too late to develop your skill set and 


Ryan scoops entrepreneur top prize 
in development skills competition 


A STUDENT at the University of Kent who 
came up with the idea of customising the 
appearance of asthma inhalers to make them 
more child-friendly, has won a top business 
award. 

Ryan England was named the university's 
Student Entrepreneur of the Year at its 
annual Employability Points rewards scheme 
ceremony. 

He was one of nearly 2,500 participants in 
the scheme that serves to encourage, 
support and enhance the extracurricular 
personal and work-skills development of 
individual students through active engage¬ 
ment in a range of self-selected activities. 


These include student mentoring, 
volunteering, part-time employment, 
international study and language study. 
Points are then awarded for each activity and 
at the end-of-year ceremony students with 
the highest points are presented with prizes 
such as training programmes, paid intern¬ 
ships and vouchers, all of which are spon¬ 
sored by organisations or companies. 

Coca-Cola Enterprises, Tesco and 
Enterprise Rent-a-Car are among the 111 
leading companies and organisations who 
offered work experience, internships and 
skills development sessions as prizes under 
this year's EP scheme. 


Online search tool hopes to marry 
jobseekers with future employers 


A FREE online tool has been launched to 
help MidKent College students and the wider 
public find local job opportunities. 

Career Coach gathers up-to-date informa¬ 
tion on wages, vacancies, and education and 
training opportunities to ensure jobseekers 
stand the best chance of finding the employ¬ 
ment that is right for them. 

Project coordinator Nigel Hurley said: 
"Career Coach is most useful if you have an 


idea of the type of work you want to do, as it 
enables you to explore local demand for 
employees in your chosen sector. 

"The tool will also show you the type of 
qualifications you might need to access the 
job you are looking for, many of which are at 
MidKent College." 

Visit careercoach.midkent.ac.uk to access 
the public version of Career Coach or call 
01634 383300 to discuss your options. 



IfC) Bexley College 

ir^r n Hi Ttw K*ur« 


DEVELOP YOUR FUTURE 
- WITH BEXLEY COLLEGE 


Bexley Cotege has wide range of vocabonof course* for school Ie w er s and adiits 


• Access to Higher Education • Ht^ier Educcrion * Apprenlceshps * Art & Des^ri 
1 Business • Chid Care • Construction • ESOl • Fast Track Cn^teh & Maths 

• Foundation leaning * Mar, Bartering A * Hedtb & Caro 

• Health & Human Saences • tri* Practice |OPOt * ICT & Compering * to* 

• MecSc Prod ud on 4 Nirsing 4 Phdcgrqphf • Social Work • Teocher TToftng 

at Demon Feslhal on ah & 7th July 2013 






Training that gives you 

the skills you need 


We offer part-time day, evening and weekend 
courses that fit in with your life. 

From Accounting to Teacher Training, courses 
are offered at sites across Bexley. 

The College offers a friendly, adult environment 
in which to learn and our professional tutors will 
guide you through your chosen course and help 
you to achieve your goals. 

Why learn with us? 

d / ^Guidance and advice to make sure the course 
is right for you 
/ A proven track record 

/ Cost-effective training to support your career 
/ High pass rates -100% in many subjects 

/ Courses may be free if you are unemployed - | 
see website for more details 

For full information about all our courses visit 
our website or pick up a copy of our latest^ 
‘courseworks’ brochure. 

www.adultedbexley.org 

)020 3045 5J76 


Adult Education 

Colleg eBexley^ 




Accounting 
Beauty Therapies 
Business Skills 
Childcare 
i Counselling 
nglish & Maths 
GCSE 
Hairdressing 
Horticulture 
Floristry 
ICT 

Languages 
Photography 
Social Care 
Tedohing 

M 
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there are plenty of opportunities across Kent to enhance your career and education prospects 


As race hots up to develop 
skills of future generation, 
youngsters weigh up options 


TACKLING the issue of engaging youngsters in 
order to prepare them for the workplace is one 
which is testing the resources of schools, colleg¬ 
es, employers and the Government alike. 

And with more than 10 per cent of 16-18 year 
olds in the UK not in employment, education or 
training - what has become dubbed Neets - the 
problem shows little sign of easing. 

With new regulations soon to come into force 
which will keep youngsters in full-time educa¬ 
tion until they are 18, the competition to provide 
a platform for youngsters into higher education 
or the employment world is going to be greater 
than ever. 

Already colleges have started rolling out ma¬ 
jor campaigns designed to highlight that it is not 
just schools that youngsters can enrol at. 

With each student carrying a bounty over 
their heads in terms of the funding it accesses 
from Government, you can expect to see the 


jockeying for position continue as we head to¬ 
wards the end of the academic year. 

Where colleges were once the specialists when 
it came to providing vocational courses, schools 
are only too aware they must now offer similar 
courses in order to appeal to those youngsters 
who would normally step out of education at 
16 . 

Sue Macleod, deputy principal of MidKent Col¬ 
lege, is aware of the bombardment youngsters 
face. 

She explains: “It is important people realise 
the raising of the leaving age does not mean 
youngsters have to stay at school. They can also 
switch to college. 

“Many of our courses are vocational or occu¬ 
pational which means when our students leave 
us they are more employable.” 

But it’s not just schools and colleges who are 
bidding to secure youngsters. 


Training specialist Parenta has launched a 
new Ready to Work programme, with the inten¬ 
tion of getting youngsters into work or on to ed¬ 
ucation courses. 

Nick Williams is co-founder of Parenta, which 
is based in Maidstone. He explains: “We have 
created Ready To Work to help young people 
back into education or assist them in getting a 
job via training. 

“It has been specifically designed to offer a 
more relaxed and comfortable learning environ¬ 
ment than the ones young people are used to. 

“The shorter course format will also make it 
more fun to attend and should lead to much 
higher sign-up and attendance levels. 

“The friendly atmosphere will help to re-en¬ 
gage 16-18 year olds, provide them with an as- 
pirational culture and deliver exactly what they 
feel is lacking from the traditional learning envi¬ 
ronments.” 


Motoring out of 
the classroom 
in practical test 

TEAMS from across the county gathered 
at K College to battle it out in an inaugural 
mechanics competition. 

Organised by the Kent Association of 
Further Education Colleges (KAFEC), and 
hosted at K College's North Farm campus 
in Tunbridge Wells, it offered mechanics 
who are on full time training courses the 
chance to test their skills against those at 
other colleges. 

And it was the hosts who managed to 
beat off rivals from MidKent, East Kent 
and North West colleges in tests ranging 
from dismantling, measuring and checking 
front brake discs and pads, refitting the 
engine camshaft drive belt and a team 
quiz. 

As part of their prize, event sponsor 
Snap-on Industrial has planned for the 
winning team to spend a day with the 
Honda race team at the qualifying day of 
the British Touring Car Championship 
(BTCC) this autumn, where the student 
mechanics will get to see the pit lane, 
chat with the technical support team and 
have lunch with the drivers Gordon 
Sheddon and Matt Neal. 

Lauren Anning, at KAFEC, said: "This is 
the first year we’ve done this, I hope we 
can do even better next year." 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise Emailusatclassified@kosmedia.co.uk Telephone us on 01303 817150 (M) Fax us on 01303 817001 


BUILDING SERVICES 


COMPUTERS 


HANDYMAN 


REMOVALS 



BUILDING SERVICES 


First Rate Service, Quality Products 


An independent builder's merchant 
providing a wide range of materials 
and services including bag 
materials, paving, timber, 
decking and much more. 

B&K MASTERS & SON 
01795 842242 Over 60 yrs experience 

Woodgate Lane, Danaway, Nr. Borden, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 ZQB Just off M2&A249 


BUILDING SERVICES 


ALL WORKS 

❖ all types of groundwork carried out 

❖ tarmac drives red/black 

❖ block paving ❖ patios 

❖ dropped kerbs 
❖ concrete drive paths 

❖ fencing, turfing & 
tree stump removal 

❖ footings excavated 

❖ brickwork undertaken 
❖ mini digger (gardens levelled) 

Please ring free for 
no obligation estimate 

Competitive Prices & OAP discounts 



KCC registered 


COOKER REPAIR 


K.O. 


DOMESTIC REPAIRS 

1 Washing Machines 
1 Tumble Dryers 
Fridge Freezers 
1 Ovens 

1 Dishwashers^"*^ 
a NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

I * 7am-8pm 7 days 
1'^ ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PARTS/LABOUR 

01634 309158 / 07958 065395 



KWf^RLD 


COMPUTER 


*1 

SUPERSTORE 


FREE LAPTOP HEALTH CHECK*! 
BV1LT TO AP1IC 
PC REPAIRS 


TREE PC HEALTH CHECK 
A31AZINO INK PRICES 


™ 0208 304 304 0 

56-58 High Street.Welling 
(Near Tesco) 

I m 01322 222296 

Unit 9,Orchard Shopping Centre 
Dirtford(Nrar Wattros*) 


FURNITURE 



Chunky Oak 
Large 
Sideboard 

£382 


DINING • BEDROOM • OCCASIONAL 
PICTURES • MIRRORS • CLOCKS 


HUGE 

SELECTION 

2000 SQ FT 
SHOWROOM 

Mon-Sat 9-5.30 
Sunday 10-4 


Chunky 
Oak Nest 
of Tables 


9 


Chunky 
TV / Media 
Stand 


161 


Oak 

dia _. 

: = 


Delivery & 
Furniture Disposal 


PINESTYLE email pinestyle1@aol.com 
21-23 Pickford Lane, Bexleyheath, DA7 4RD 

www.pinestyle-bexleyheath.co.uk 

020 8304 7400 


GENERAL SEVICES 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 — 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 



Loc^/ 

Handyman 



Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

\ Call Clive: 07765 663322 y 


KITCHENS 


KITCHEN 


^_ANDY SHEPHERD^ 

DESIGNER LTD 

Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms 

• Kitchens 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.as-kitchens.co.uk 


LOFT SERVICES 


HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 

Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01795 522733 or 
01474 730037 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 


PLUMBING 



TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



► Service and installation 

• Replacement and repair 

► Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

► Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 • 07912 940875 


\m\.j m\ 

Mill 


'jJr 

No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 




A1 Roofing Services 

• TILED ROOFING • FLAT ROOFING 
• LEAD FLASHING • UPVC FASCIA / SOFFITS 
• FULL REPAIR SERVICE 
For a prompt reliable service 

Tel: 01634 710539 01622 296011 |T^ ^ I ^4 

Mob: 07884 180595 IKLJ L_. 

kbl. 


Danny Clarke 
The Flat Roofing 
Specialist 

• Free Estimates and advice 
» All Guttering and Fascia Work undertaken 

• Special Offer ~ 
GARAGE ROOFS only £500! 

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS 

01634 680103 / 
07608 776469 



Vow“t Hove' 
Improve'! 

If you need that extra 
space our fantastic 
glassrooms start at just 
£3995. fully installed. 



,11 TULMil'i LV/j U ^ 
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■ VauxhaU's Insignia 
has a price rethink 

■ Skoda pulls itself to 
motoring recognition 

■ Jaguar has its sights 
set on green success 



Drivin g drive24. 


Kia comes 
up with the 
goods as 
new MPV is 
one to want 

Powered by 

nn 

co.uk 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

WE should be used to the expression ‘most 
affordable’ on hearing news from Renault’s 
Romanian budget brand, Dacia. 

After most affordable car (Sandero supermini) 
and most affordable SUV (Duster) comes the UK 
market’s cheapest estate car and possibly 
greatest bargain of all, the Logan. 

Happy to describe it as an estate, Dacia also 
uses the term MCV - maximum capacity vehicle 
- perhaps suggesting that the Duster might 
pioneer a new sector, as the Nissan Qashqai did 
for the crossover segment. 

But I’m having a back-to-the-future moment 
here and recalling those big ‘family estates’ 
once so popular with French rural families. 

There’s also a hint of Fiat’s 2005 Croma, a 
blend of estate car and MPV that was maybe a 
bit too pricey and lasted just two years in the UK. 

Where the Logan differs from the Fiat is in an 
almost-laughable £6,995 no-frills start price, 
moving up to a flagship costing just£10,795. 

It’s a powerful temptation for budget¬ 
conscious families or tradesmen who don’t 
want the bulk of an MPV but need space; the 
Logan’s 5 73-litre boot with rear seats up and a 
1,518-litre load bay with them down compares 
well with the 537/1,728 litres offered by the 
spacious but rather more pricey Ford Mondeo 
Estate (from £17,245). 

And the Logan has lots of interior stowage: 

16 litres of door bins, cubbies and so on. 

Dacia has also avoided the usual cop-out on 
base models and made a two-thirds/one-third 
split/folding rear bench standard on all versions. 

But you will pay extra for a sound system 
and many of the creature comforts we take for 
granted; air-con, for instance, is standard only on 
flagship Laureate models (from £8,995) and alloys 
are £425 extra whichever model you choose. 

Most buyers will probably put their money 
into a mid-range Ambiance model (from 
£7,595) and get most of what they expect, plus 
all the practicality they need from the Logan’s 
capacious body. 

And they won’t be suffering an engine that 
comes with a bag of nails as standard; Renault’s 
brotherly largesse is clear from modern 
powertrains, including one of the French 
marque’s renowned 1.5dCi diesel units (from 
£9,395) delivering 90bhp and decent 
performance, an official combined 74.3mpg and 
a road-tax-exempt 99g/km of C02 emissions. 

It’s the standout engine choice here. 

However, the Logan is also offered with 
Renault’s modern turbocharged 0.9-litre petrol 
unit (from £8,395), saving £1,000 up front 
against the diesel and still delivering 56.5mpg 
(combined) and the best performance, with a 
0-62mph in 11.1 seconds. 

Real bargain-hunters may still fancy the 
entry-level 75bhp 1.2-litre petrol, but sluggish 
acceleration (0-62mph in 14.5 seconds) suggests 
it might be too lightweight for a car bought to 
be loaded to the gunwhales on occasion. 



Price: 

from £6,995 

Driving appeal: 

Preview only 

Image: 

★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Skoda Fabia 
Estate 




CL 


Logan runs back to the future 



J J NOT SURE .J.J 


jl J DON’T LIKE L J.J 

... the sheer poverty of the entry model, but it's 
ready a showroom banner to tempt people to 
check out the more sensible Logan versions. 


... Dacia can overcome the badge-snob culture 
that, surprisingly, still lingers post-recession. But 
the Logan will sell well enough to pragmatists. 


J J REALLY LIKE .J.J 

... the sensible thinking behind the Logan, 
highlighting that we tend to pay more for over¬ 
engineered, over-equipped cars we don't need. 
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F.G.BARNES 


www.barnesautostore.co.uk 


uaid ii piii uiny 

£2,699 



13 Plate Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv 10 Plate Mini One 


Only £10,690 From £8,490 Only £7,180 


A choice of 15 Zafiras from £6,345 


A choice of 19 Minis from £6,994 


A choice of 51 Corsas from £5,995 





WE WAN1 
YOUR PAM 
EXCHANGE 



62 Plate Nissan Juke Acenta 1.6 62 Plate Nissan Note 1.4 n-tec 


62 Plate VW Polo 1.2 Match 5dr 


Only £12,790 Only £9,770 Only £9,490 

A choice of 17 Jukes from only £10,495 A choice of 12 Notes from only £6,495 a choice of 5 Polos from £8104 


VERY BEST 
PRICES PAID 





61 Plate Vauxhall Insignia 1.8 Exclusiv 62 Plate Vauxhall Mokka 1.7 CDTi Techline 62 Plate Nissan Juke Visia 1.6 

Only £9,400 Only £17,000 Only £10,590 

A choice of 27 Insignias from only £9,401 A choice of 3 Mokkas from £15,995 A choice of 17 Jukes from only £10,495 



F.G. BARNES 

AUTO 

STORE 


Sutton Road, Parkwood Estate, 
Maidstone ME15 9YF 

Tel: 08442 475 291 

bamesautostore.co.uk 

Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles shown for 
illustration purposes only. ‘Subject to availability and terms and conditions. 



FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 


ALL VEHICLES COVERED 
BY COMPREHENSIVE 
WARRANTY 


FREE CARPET 
MATS OR 

£50 W0I TH 0 
FREE FUEL 


WITH ANY CAR PURCHASED* 
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More cars available @drive24.CO.uk 


motors 


Powered by " 



Carens highlights Kia revolution 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

DESIGN guru Peter Schreyer has transformed 
Kia’s cars and image since the Korean marque 
hired him in 2006. 

The German, famous for influencing ground- 
breakers like the first Audi TT and the 1997- 
2011 VW New Beetle, said Kias had suffered 
from being too ‘neutral’ on the road. He changed 
this anonymity with fresh designs plus a new 
corporate front end, dubbed ‘the tiger nose’. 

This transformation was obvious with flagship 
designs such as the stylish Ceed hatchback, racy 
Optima saloon or imposing Sportage SUV, but it 
is models not expected to make an impact that 
really highlight the ‘Schreyer effect’. 

Such as the latest Carens MPV, a car that not 
only means Schreyer has now revolutionised 
the entire Kia line-up but also shows how func¬ 
tionality need not lack style and class. 

With seven seats as standard and priced from 
£17,895, it’s easy to agree with Kia’s claim that 
it is an MPV people want to own rather than buy 
out of necessity. 

Not that versatility has been sacrificed for 
looks; a 50mm-longer wheelbase and lower seat 
positions mean it more than matches rivals for 
space, offering good head, leg and shoulder room 
for all three seat rows, plus more luggage space 
and a lower loading lip. 

Three individual sliding and reclining centre- 
row seats replace a split bench, and all five rear 
seats plus the front passenger seat fold flat. 

There is also an underfloor boot compartment 
where the cargo screen can be stowed when not 
needed - a real boon for those who only occa¬ 
sionally use seats six and seven. 

The classy, glassy cabin has the high-quality 
finish we now expect from Kia - something the 
marque was working on even before Schreyer’s 
clean sweep on design. Access and comfort for 
the two rearmost seats are tight, but that’s some¬ 
thing shared with almost all MPVs of this scale. 



STYLE GURU: 

Kia claims its 
Carens MPV 
is an MPV that 
people want 
to own rather 
than buy out 
of necessity - 
and on closer 
inspection it is 
easy to see 
why, with 
room to seat 
seven and a 
high-spec 
interior that 
adds to the 
car's comfort 
and style 


Why no five-seat option this time? Kia says the 
new Carens footprint is hardly bigger than rival 
five-seaters and if you need only five seats in place 
it’s quick and easy to fold two without needing 
to lug them from the car. It has also removed the 
need for Kia’s larger Sedona model, phased out 
in line with falling demand for big MPVs. 

Refinement is excellent, particularly on the 
motorway, and selectable levels for the power¬ 
steering weight are useful for different situations 
such as tight parking spaces. 

However, like most MPVs, the Carens’s height 
and need for comfort fully laden mean it leans a 
little on heavy cornering. So those who like to 
press on might favour Ford’s seven-seat C-Max - if 
they can stand the styling. 

A choice of three direct injection engines is 
offered for the Carens: a 133bhp 1.6-litre petrol 
unit capable of 44. lmpg on the official combined 
cycle, and 1.7-litre diesels delivering 114 and 


134bhp with 60.lmpg and 56.4mpg combined 
respectively. 

We tested the flagship diesel and found it a 
refined all-rounder, although the lower-output 
version and mid-range Carens 2 spec is proving 
to be the best-seller in the range. 

All manual gearbox versions have Kia’s Intel¬ 
ligent Stop & Go (ISG) engine stop-start system to 
cut emissions and fuel consumption. 

Standard specification is typically generous - 
on top of Kia’s usual seven-year/100,000-mile 
warranty - and includes projection headlights 
with cornering lamps, LED daytime running 
lamps, heated door mirrors, adjustable driver’s 
seat height and steering wheel, leather-trimmed 
wheel and gearshift, air-con, rear air-ventilation, 
steering-wheel-mounted controls, electric win¬ 
dows, cruise-control, six-speaker sound system 
with MP3 compatibility, and Bluetooth with 
voice recognition and music streaming. 


First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 



Insignia price 
book rewritten 


FIVE years after a spectacular 
2008 launch, when it was 
European Car of the Year, 
Vauxhall's Insignia has been 
upgraded, gaining a new 
dashboard and controls, plus 
refreshed styling. Prices start 
at just £16,279 - almost 
£2,000 less than currently. 

Four new engines include 
an efficient road-tax-exempt 
2.0-litre diesel, with road-tax¬ 
beating C02 emissions of just 
99g/km. 



Tow star award 
for the Octavia 


SKODA'S newly-launched 
third-generation Octavia has 
been named Tow Car of the 
Year - the ultimate prize at the 
annual Tow Car Awards 
created by Practical Caravan 
and What Car? magazines and 
The Camping and Caravanning 
Club. 

It's the new Octavia's first 
award - surely not the last - 
and followed on from taking 
the towing awards' Up to 
1,424kg' category as well. 



Jaguar has a 
new eco star 


LUXURY, performance and 
refinement have landed awards 
for Jaguar's XF saloon and 
Sportbrake estate line-up, but 
it’s now bidding to be an 
environmental star, with a 
four-cylinder, 2.2-litre diesel 
163PS (160bhp) EC02 engine. 

This tax-efficient version 
offers 57.7mpg (official) fuel 
consumption, with 129g/km of 
CO 2 emissions, helped by an 
Intelligent Stop-Start system. 
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PERRYS 


Choose Perrys^ for the 


§9 


Small 


Bought 
in bulk to 
save you 
money 


^^^12 62 Vauxhall 

Corsa 1.2 Active A/C3dr 

Representative Example 

Cash Price (Inc. RFL) 

£8,995 

Deposit 

£895 

a . r r... co inn 

Amount ot Lrean 

LO,IUU 

Interest Charges 

£2,729.20 

60 Monthly Payments 

£174.82 

Total Amount Payable 

£11724.20 

Doc & Option Fee 

£340 

Borrowing Rate 


J* 7 /o 

Representative 

12.8%APR 


»!■ 


used cars 


: rom as 
ittle as 


Here’s a small selection of our stock. Over 950 used cars available. 



ONLY 


ONLY 

07 57 Peugeot 207 SW1.4S5dr, 

Blue, 30,146 miles 

£4,995 

10 60 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Auto 5dr, 

Black, 16,405 miles 

£8,995 

09 09 Vauxhall Astra 1.2 Design 5dr, 

Green, 21,500 miles 

£5,995 

09 59 Vauxhall Insignia SE Nav Auto 4dr, 

Grey, 45,105 miles 

£8,995 

08 08 Vauxhall Zafira 1.8 Exclusiv 5dr, 

Silver, 52,500 miles 

£5,995 

1010 Vauxhall Insignia 1.8 Exclusiv 5dr, 

Grey, 9,140 miles 

£8,995 

07 07 Vauxhall Astra Twintop Design 2dr, 

Leather, Panacotta, 25,509 miles 

£6,495 

1010 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SE5dr, 

Silver, 15,099 miles 

£9,175 

11 61 Vauxhall Corsa 1.0 ecoFLEX S 3dr, 

Red, 7817 miles 

£6,995 

10 60 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv 5dr, 

Black, 19,712 miles 

£9,995 

10 60 Vauxhall Agila 1.216V Design 5dr, 

Blue, 15,588 miles 

£6,995 

11 60 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi SE 5dr, 

Blue, 10,335 miles 

£9,995 

10 59 Vauxhall Corsa 1.416V Club Auto 5dr, 

Silver, 11,840 miles 

£7,295 

1212 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16v Exclusiv 5dr, 

Black, 14,509 miles 

£10,945 

1010 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 Exclusiv 5dr, 

Black, 13,989 miles 

£7,495 

1111 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv 5dr, 

Silver, 12,655 miles 

£11,495 

1111 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Excite 3dr, 

Black, 7,236 miles 

£7,995 

1212 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Auto 5dr, 

Silver, 16,874 miles 

£11,995 

10 60 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi Energy 5dr, 

Red, Sun Roof, 19,660 miles 

£7,995 

1212 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Auto 5dr, 

Silver, 12,671 miles 

£11,995 

1010 Vauxhall Astra 1.4 SRi Sports Hatch 3dr, 

Black, 13,075 miles 

£7,995 

1161 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta 5dr, 

Red, 7,447 miles 

£11,995 

1010 Vauxhall Astra 1.4 Sport X Pack 3dr, 

Red, 10,510 miles 

£7,995 

11 61 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr, 

Black, 8,119 miles 

£12,995 

1010 Ford Fiesta Edge 1.4 Auto 5dr, 

Blue, 9,428 miles 

£7,995 

1212 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 SRi CDTi 5dr, 

Silver, 11,812 miles 

£13,295 

1111 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 1.6V Exclusiv 5dr, 

Red, 25,087 miles 

£8,350 

11 61 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 SRi CDTi Sports Tourer 5dr, 

Blue, 11,215 miles 

£13,495 

11 61 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Excite 3dr, 

Green, 6,020 miles 

£8,490 

1212 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv ecoFLEX 5dr, 

Grey, Sensors, 1,881 miles 

£13,495 

09 09 Vauxhall Insignia 1.8 SRi Sports Tourer 5dr, 

Black, 43,785 miles 

£8,495 

1212 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Auto 5dr, 

Silver, Sat Nav, 11,158 miles 

£13,795 

1010 Renault Scenic 1.5 Expression Dei, 

Gold, 16,872 miles 

£8,695 

1212 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr, 

White, 2,647 miles 

£14,995 

1212 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi Exclusiv 5dr, 

Red, 10,726 miles 

£8,995 

1212 Vauxhall Insignia CDTi Sports Tourer SE Auto 5dr, 

Grey. 10,657 miles 

£15,995 

1212 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Active 5dr, 

Blue, 9,953 miles 

£8,995 

13 62 Vauxhall Mokka 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv 5dr, 

Silver, Sat Nav, 3,225 miles 

£16,995 

1212 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXi 5dr, 

Silver, 13,340 miles 

£8,995 

12 62 Vauxhall Antara 2.2 CDTi SE Diesel Estate 5dr, 

White, Sat Nav, 3,785 miles 

£19,995 

1212 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr, 

Blue, 11,847 miles 

£8,995 

1212 BMW 3 Series Diesel Convertible 330 2dr, 

Black, 8,582 miles 

£28,995 

10 60 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi SE 5dr, 

Blue, 10,575 miles 

£8,995 




Vehicle shown for illustration purposes only. 

Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. 


Perrys of Sittingbourne 

London Road, Bapchild, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ 
www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhall 


Tel: 01795 393 111 
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Time to understand 
what ‘FMDSH’ could 
mean when you sell 


EVER scanned a used-car ad and 
wondered what on Earth the seller 
means by DSH, MDSH or FMDSH? 

They are all short-hand for varia¬ 
tions on the theme ‘dealer service his¬ 
tory’, with FMDSH being the ultimate 
and standing for ‘full main dealer 
service history’. 

Does it matter? Well, many new- 
car-owners think it does, to protect 
future part-exchange or second-hand 
values of their cherished motor, since 
used-car-buyers will happily pay a 
premium for a complete and unblem¬ 
ished main dealer service history. 

Cynics might argue: “Ah, but you 
wiped out that perceived premium by 
paying more for your main dealer 


servicing while you owned the car.” 
It’s a point, but main dealers specialise 
in servicing their own models, while 
‘all makes’ service sites must spread 
their expertise more thinly. 

And franchised dealers, having seen 
sales profits squeezed ever more tight¬ 
ly, have chosen to market servicing 
more aggressively. 

They have become more cost- 
effective and introduced competitive 
pricing on items like tyres - normally 
the preserve of the quick-fit centres. 

Happy service customers keep 
coming back, too, bringing immediate 
revenue and the possibility that they 
might buy another new car soon. 

Third-party sources also support 


the wisdom of keeping your new 
car in the franchise family. 

Media motoring guru Honest 
John really was honest with a BMW- 
owner who considered using an inde 
pendent garage to maintain his car. 

He said: “After independent servic¬ 
ing, you will get a lower part-ex price 
from a BMW-dealer and it will go to 
auction. 

“If the car has a full dealer service 
history and is in retail condition, you 
will get a higher price. The difference 
will normally be worth more than you 
save on maintenance.” 

Motor Trade Insider website polled 
several professional motor traders, 
who collectively buy 5,000 cars per 


TICKED: Citroen's DS3 - worth protecting with a full main dealer service history 


year for main dealers. The simple 
question was... 

“If you were asked to bid on a three- 
year-old variant of one of your models 
with average mileage and spec, would 
you value it any less if it had three 
KwikFit/Halfords/Tesco etc stamps 
against three stamps from the fran¬ 
chise representing the car?” 


The site continued: “The results in 
some cases were staggering: the Ford 
and VW buyers said they would value 
a car like this £800-£l,000 less. 

“The Jaguar buyer said it would 
need to be £1,500 to £2,000 less and, 
amazingly, the BMW and Mercedes 
boys said they probably just wouldn’t 
want to buy it!” 


SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



People and prices... well worth knowing 


Service 


We believe that SKODA servicing and 
maintenance is best carried out by real people 
who take real pride in what they do - people 
who eat, drink and sleep SKODAs. We also firmly 
believe that our prices should be just as genuine 
- where the price you see is the price you'll pay, 


MOT 

Available only on the UK mainland 


1 Minor service 

■ Every 12 months or 10,000 miles 


1 Major service 

■ Every 24 months or 20,000 miles 'O' '-' * 

All models 

£39 

All models 

£129 

All models £249 


Maintenance 


Brake fluid change 


All models 


Rear brake pads & discs 


£45 All models 


Aircon service 


All models 

£69 


Front or rear brake pads 


Front brake pads & discs 


Fabia 

£189 

Other models (not Fabia orvRS) 

£209 

Fabia vRS / Octavia vRS 

£249 


Cambelt change* 



Fabia 

£299 

All other models 

£349 

Plus replacement 
water pump, if required 

£100 


All models 


£99 



For SKODA vehicles 5 years (from first MOT) up to 10 years old, excluding V6 models, National 
Pricing is available to customers at participating SKODA retailers only. All prices are (where 
applicable) inclusive of standard parts, labour, oil and VAT and come with a two-year parts 
and labour warranty. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer and may 
be varied or withdrawn at any time. Further terms and conditions apply, please ask your 
SKODA retailer for details, includes cambelt, tensioners and rollers as required. 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Westminster Road, Vauxhall Industrial Estate, 
Canterbury, Kent CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, 

Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 
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Fix your servicing costs for peace of mind 



ONE of the best weapons picked up by main deal¬ 
ers has been the fixed-price service plan. 

Initially, it was a trick tried by premium brands, 
whose service costs were perceived as too pricey 
and taking advantage of an owner’s natural 
reluctance to jeopardise the future value of the 
car by servicing outside the dealer network. 

However, it has been increasingly successful 
for more mainstream brands as they battle a 
burgeoning independent and quick-fit sector 
only too happy to siphon off the steady churn of 
servicing work. 

The plans are also flexible. To begin with, they 
were to cover the car’s warranty period - trans¬ 


ferable in the event of the car’s sale - or on an 
annual basis, but many brands have followed up 
with monthly instalment options, recognising 
that many drivers like to break down their 
motoring budget into more manageable chunks 
of money. 

Best advice is to ask your main dealer about 
the menu of schemes available and get advice on 
the pros and cons of each one. 

The blurb for such schemes uses the word 
‘policy’ a lot, for that is virtually what they are: 
insurance policies for servicing and the vehicle 
warranty - a cost-effective but necessary part of 
the cost of running a car. 



RIGHT TOOLS FOR RIGHT JOB: Servicing high-efficiency new cars like the Nissan Qashqai crossover 
and trendy Kia Ceed hatchback are best left to the those mechanics with the expertise for such vehicles 



Why not book online at: www.imrtorline.co.uk 


HYurmni 


Motorline 


BOOK NOW ON: BOOK NOW ON: 

0843 658 2657 0843 658 2644 


Westminster Road, Vauxhall Ind. Est 
Canterbury Kent CT11YY 


Bircholt Road, Maidstone 
KentME159YN 
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BE SURE TO KEEP IT REAL: Using a main dealer ensures that only the genuine manufacturers' parts are used when servicing cars like the versatile Skoda Yeti SUV (left) or Hyundai's sleek i40 Tourer (estate) 


Is it slick to quick-fit? 


SQUEEZED by the aftermath of reces¬ 
sion and soaring fuel costs, it's no 
wonder that motorists try to cut finan¬ 
cial corners at the local ‘quick/fast-fit’ 
centre. 

These specialists have mushroomed 
as drivers battle to save money on the 
big motoring ‘consumables’: exhausts, 
tyres, batteries, clutches, shock ab¬ 
sorbers and routine services, plus the 
annual MoT. 

But main dealers have not been 
sitting on their hands. They reckon 
that if car owners are still using their 
service bays, then they won’t mind 


considering realistic deals on tyres 
and exhausts, for instance, to ensure a 
time-saving one-stop shop purchase. 

A main dealer also guarantees that 
only genuine manufacturers’ parts 
are used, bringing the confidence of 
additional quality and reliability. 

And that same guarantee, plus 
realistic pricing has encouraged car 
owners to get bodyshop repairs done 


by the franchise’s own unit or one 
that gets its seal of approval. 

Main dealers have also borrowed 
from their quick-fit rivals, by offering 
menu pricing; this means that, like 
dining out, a customer can decide 
what he wants and knows in advance 
what it will cost - avoiding any 
motoring indigestion when the bill is 
presented. 


Some dealers will even let you 
spread the cost via a finance or servic¬ 
ing scheme covering several years. 

Others may also offer a loyalty 
scheme to keep owners of older 
models on their books rather than 
see them defect to the non-franchised 
sector, because those owners believe 
that the lower value of their car 
does not warrant the higher perceived 


cost of main dealer servicing. 

Another trick borrowed from the 
quick-fit sector is longer working 
hours at main dealer service centres; 
dealers are much more aware that 
many customers want to drop off their 
car early on their way to work and 
then pick it up at the end of the day - a 
courtesy car may even be offered. 

Bookings can often be made cen¬ 
trally too so that customers living 
midway between two franchised deal¬ 
ers within the same group can pick 
the most convenient service slots 
available 



Get your car ready for the summer 


Maidstone Kla 

675 London Road. Ditton Ajlesfod, Kent. ME206CF I 01732 878950 I www co uk 
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CHECK THIS 
OUT: Modern- 
day cars such 
as Peugeot's 
GTi 208 (right) 
and Hyundai's 
i30 can be 
kept in better 
condition if 
the owner 
regularly 
keeps an eye 
on servicing 




Doing your 
homework 
all adds up 
in the end 



HAPPY 


peugeot.co.uk/fixedservicing 


AND YOU KNOW IT. 


WITH FIXED PRICES ON SERVICING & MAINTENANCE YOU 
ALWAYS KNOW EXACTLY HOW MUCH YOU NEED TO PAY 



ESSENTIALS RANGE 

FIXED PRICES FOR VEHICLES 
36 MONTHS PLUS 


Service & Maintenance Offers 

Fitted Price 

INTERIM SERVICE 

£115 

INTERIM SERVICE AND MOT*** 

£149 

FRONT WIPERS 

£27 

FRONT BRAKE PADS 

£90 

REAR BRAKE PADS 

£95 

FRONT BRAKE PADS AND DISCS 

£190 

REAR BRAKE PADS & DISCS 

All prices include parts, labour &VAT. 

£200 


When it comes to looking after your Peugeot, you don't want to be worrying about any unexpected costs. That's why 
we've created the fixed price "Essentials Range A " 

A cost-effective solution to service & maintain your vehicle as it gets older. You'll benefit from the expertise of our highly 
trained Peugeot Technicians fitting Peugeot Approved parts which come with a 12 months parts & labour warranty. 

Plus, we are so confident about our prices, that we offer a Price Match Guarantee* 

For information or to book, contact us your local Peugeot Dealer: 

MOTION & EMOTION PEUGEOT 



MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, CANTERBURY CT2 7PX Tel: 08436 589 367 
www.motorline.co.uk/peugeot 

Terms & conditions apply. Applicable to retail customers only. All prices inclusive of parts, labour, consumables and VAT. Not applicable in Channel Islands, Isle of Man or Northern Ireland. At 
participating Dealers only. The 'Essentials' Range is applicable for Peugeot vehicles 36 months and older from point of registration. A The Essentials Range is applicable to be used on 'other 
makes of vehicle'from point of registration. Exclusions apply to certain manufacturers, models and engine types. Ask your Dealer for more details. ‘Price Match Guarantee Terms & Conditions 
- Peugeot vehicles only. Retail customers only. Offer excludes Motorhomes. The 'Essentials' Service & MOT offers are excluded, The Price Match covers the following maintenance offers 
only brake pads, brake discs, windscreen wipers, timing belts, clutches & batteries. A quotation from a bonafide competitor within a 5 miLe radius of the Peugeot Authorised Repairer must be 
provided. Any claim for a refund must be made within 7 working days. We reserve the right to refuse a claim that cannot be adequately substantiated. For full Price Match Guarantee terms & 
conditions visit peugeot.co.uk/fixedservicing ‘“Prices includes the MOT Test only, but not any subsequent re-tests that may be required.We reserve the right to change, amend or withdraw 
the offers at any time. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. Prices are correct as at March 2013. 


MODERN cars are far more forgiving and com¬ 
fortable than they were just a few years ago. 

Even a sought-after enthusiast’s car, like the 
original 1970s Peugeot 205GTi, feels primitive 
against its modern successor - the newly- 
launched 208GTi, pictured here. 

The downside is that much less can be done by 
the DIY mechanic. Keeping the car in reliable, 
correct and safe condition is now more of a job 
for the professional and, of course, it costs. 

Unfortunately, this means that owners often 
ignore problems for too long and servicing is 
stretched beyond the recommended parameters, 
which also endangers the warranty and the prov¬ 
enance of the vehicle when you come to sell. 

So, the golden rules are: 

■ Maintain the service record to the letter. Get it 
serviced at the correct mileages or annually 
and make sure that the servicing book is 
stamped up, although some motor marques 
are switching to centralised digital records so 
that a car’s servicing record is always avail¬ 
able if required. 

■ Read the warranty document thoroughly to 
ensure there are no possible pitfalls that could 
endanger the guarantee. 

■ Make sure you act on any recalls from the 
manufacturer for checks or replacements, 
even if they do not relate specifically to safety 
- it will help maintain the warranty and 
future saleability of the car. 

■ Don’t rely on the MoT as insurance of the 
car’s safety and reliability, even if has just 
passed with flying colours - problems can 
arise at any time and you should get them 
checked as soon as possible. 

■ Check lights regularly for safety and legality. 
Get used to ‘lighting up’ in the garage or when 
you are nosed in or backed up to a wall. 

■ Check tyres - including the spare - monthly, 
and that includes the correct pressures as 
listed in the handbook or the sticker often 
placed on the driver’s side-door-frame. 
Though the legal tread depth is 1.6mm, most 
motoring authorities advise replacement at 
2mm, especially in winter when icy and wet 
conditions can compromise grip. 

■ Keep oil, windscreen-washer, coolant, power¬ 
steering and clutch and brake-fluid levels 
topped up without over-filling, and make 
those checks on level ground. Don’t wait for 
warning lights to come on - it could be too 
late to prevent damage or compromise safety. 
Some cars have an interim set of warning 
lights, but these can be an unwelcome re¬ 
minder if you are in the middle of a long 
journey at the weekend and miles from a 
decent garage. Don’t be caught out. 

■ Replace wiper blades. There is little point in 
keeping the washer topped up if the blades are 
worn or split. However, if the windscreen is 
covered with bugs and grease, don’t expect 
the washer and wipers to do the job for you - 
use a spray and elbow grease. 

■ Shop around for servicing. Even if you are 
committed to main dealer servicing, it does 
not mean you have to go back to the one 
where you bought the car - some are better 
on pricing and customer service than others. 
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RIGHT ON TIME: Be sure you keep the service schedule up to date to maintain the warranty on your 
family workhorse like the Citroen C3 Picasso (above)... or perhaps a racy Alfa Romeo Giulietta (left) 


It’s a warranty 
jungle out there, 
so be prepared 


ALL new cars come with a warranty, 
but they have varied enormously over 
the past few years. 

The standard used to be three years 
and/or 60,000 miles, but a recent 
outbreak of ‘warranty wars’ between 
carmakers has seen the years and 
mileages increase: Kia leads the mar¬ 
ket with seven years/100,000 miles, 
though sister brand Hyundai offers 
five years with unlimited miles. 

It shows car-buyers that it’s worth 
shopping around, though some new 
deals also reinforce the old advice 


about always checking the small print. 

This will confirm exactly what the 
manufacturer will and will not pay for 
if the car breaks down within the 
agreed time period or mileage. 

Which also makes it vital the car- 
owner sticks to the rules by having 
the car serviced according to the war¬ 
ranty and acts on any recall notices 
for unforeseen faults and problems. 

Some marques are more lenient 
about late servicing than others, but 
a common pitfall is to have the car 
serviced only by mileage, when most 


manufacturers now insist the car is 
serviced annually if the required miles 
are not being covered. 

You don’t have to use a franchised 
dealer for servicing - this stipulation 
was thrown out by EU legislation in 
2002 - but do check for caveats. 

Be aware also that some marques 
offer the chance to extend the war¬ 
ranty for a reasonable cost or will 
‘wind back’ the warranty clock to 
start again if you buy an approved 
used example from one of their dealers 
- not a bad option. 


Northgate Garage - Fixed Price Servicing 


Fixed Price Servicing 


Bronze Care 


■ Check for any body defects 

■ Check operation of lights 

■ Check washers and wipers 

■ Check engine oil 

■ Drain and refill with engine oil 

■ Fit new sump plug washer 

■ Fit new engine oil filter 

■ Check brake pipes and lines 

■ Check exhaust system 

■ Inspect tyres and set pressures 

■ Report on tyre tread depths 

■ Visually check cooling system for leaks 

■ Check antifreeze level and protection 

■ Check drive belts (excludes cambelt) 

■ Check all fluid levels 

■ Check battery condition 

■ Check air con system, report only 

■ Visually check front brake pads and discs 


The right parts...genuine parts with 2yrs warranty 
The right oils...the right grade and excellent quality 
The right people...highly skilled team of technicians 

The right service... we can provide a courtesy vehicle on Silver or Gold services, 
or offer while you wait service in our lounge area with free coffee, TV and wi-fi 


ALL 

INCLUSIVE 

PRICE OF 

£129 

ONLY 


It is important to have your vehicle serviced and maintained 
regularly, in the interest of safety, reliability, efficiency and protecting 
value of asset with manufacturer service stamps. Once vehicles 
are outside manufacturers warranty we have a range of set fixed 


■ Check for any body defects 

■ Check operation of lights 

■ Check washers and wipers 

■ Check engine oil 

■ Drain and refill with engine oil 

■ Fit new sump plug washer 

■ Fit new engine oil filter 

■ Check brake pipes and lines 

■ Check exhaust system 

■ Inspect tyres and set pressures 

■ Report on tyre tread depths 

■ Visually check cooling system for leaks 

■ Check antifreeze level and protection 

■ Check drive belts (excludes cambelt) 

■ Check all fluid levels 

■ Check battery condition 

■ Check air con system, report only 

■ Visually check front brake pads and discs 

■ Check suspension dampers 

■ Add screenwash and top up fluids 

■ Fit new air filter 

■ Check spark plugs/glow plugs 



price menus to suit your vehicle’s, and your pocket’s needs. 
Prices so good they easily compete with any reputable independent 
garage, but using the right parts, oils and the right people 
and equipment. 


Gold Care 


■ Check for any body defects 

■ Check operation of lights 

■ Check washers and wipers 

■ Check engine oil 

■ Drain and refill with engine oil 

■ Fit new sump plug washer 

■ Fit new engine oil filter 

■ Check brake pipes and lines 

■ Check exhaust system 

■ Inspect tyres and set pressures 
1 Report on tyre tread depths 

■ Visually check cooling system for leaks 

■ Check antifreeze level and protection 

■ Check drive belts (excludes cambelt) 

■ Check all fluid levels 

■ Check battery condition 

■ Check air con system, report only 

■ Visually check front brake pads and discs 

■ Check suspension dampers 

■ Add screenwash and top up fluids 

■ Fit new air filter 

■ Check spark plugs/glow plugs 

■ Check rear brake pads/shoes 

■ Check and adjust handbrake operation 

■ Check and adjust clutch cable 

■ Pressure check cooling system 

■ Check and adjust idle system 

■ Fit new fuel filter 


FOR 

PETROL 

ENGINES 

£239 

J)NLY^ 

foR' 

DIESEL 

ENGINES 

£259 

ONLY 


Air Conditioning Servicing Level 1 £19 95 Level 2 £79 95 
from just £19.95 


• Check full operation of system 

• Check Pollen Filter 

• Add Anti Bacterial Spray 


Check full operation of system 
Re-gas system 
Add leak detection dye 
Change pollen filter 
Add Anti Bacterial Spray 


Get your MOT for £39 
when you book either of 
these air con services 


Northgate Garage (Canterbury) Ltd 
Canterbury, Kent, CT11FW 
Call 01227 829930 

www.northgate-alfa.co.uk | Visit our online accessories store at www.northgatealfashop.co.uk 


Alfa Services 


if 




52223 
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Modem auto technicians are the 
masters of servicing universe 



FUTURISTIC motor technology - everything 
from hybrids to stop-start systems to save fuel 
and emissions - plus a shortage of skills in the 
jobs market, has made the main dealer techni¬ 
cian the key to a site’s servicing operation. 

Sarah Sillars, executive chair of the trade’s 
Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI), said: “The 
rate of technological change in the automotive 
industry is currently being driven by competi¬ 
tion, consumer demands and regulation. 

“This is creating a constant requirement for 
businesses to anticipate change and invest in train¬ 
ing to help staff keep pace with developments.” 


The body has also developed a Consumer Code 
of Practice system to promote and maintain pro¬ 
fessional standards, while sister organisation the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT) published a paper, Strengthening Skills 
For A Growing Economy, calling on the Govern¬ 
ment to help feed demand for the necessary skill 
sets and ease unemployment at the same time. 

Most motor manufacturers are proactive in find¬ 
ing and promoting technicians within dealership 
networks. Many are sent to special sites and plants 
run by the companies in the UK and abroad to test 
their skills and attain the highest qualifications. 



HANDS ON: Hi-tech modern cars like the newly-launched third-generation Skoda Octavia need highly- 
trained auto technicians to ensure they are running at their best and warranty is maintained properly 



Westminster Road, Vauxhall Ind. Est Bircholt Road, Maidstone 
Canterbury Kent CT11YY Kent ME15 9YN 

BOOK NOW ON: BOOK NOW ON: 

0843 658 2657 0843 658 2644 


Motorline 


Why not book online at: www.motoiilne.co.uk 
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CITROEN GENUINE VALUE FIXED PRICE REPAIRS... 


AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE 

C^A O QO (INC VAT) 

r r ■W SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

FRONT BRAKE PADS & DISCS 

(INC. VAT) 

SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

REAR BRAKE PADS & DISCS 

OOAf) (INC. VAT) 

JWfcWW SUPPLIED AND FITTED 



WE ARE DEDICATED TO PROVIDING OUR 
CUSTOMERS WITH GENUINE VALUE FOR 
MONEY. OUR FIXED PRICE REPAIRS ARE 
COMPETITIVELY PRICED, SO YOU CAN BE 
ASSURED THAT: 

• The price we quote is the price you pay 

• All work is carried out by Citroen 
trained technicians 


TIMING BELT 

(INC. VAT) 

SUPPLIED AND FITTED 



Genuine Citroen parts fitted by experts 

National 12 month parts warranty on 
all parts fitted 


CLUTCH FROM 
CAQO I'NC. VAT) 

/ / SUPPLIED AND FITTED 



FREE SUMMER CHECK 

CrjQ ON PRODUCTION 

WORTH 7.7J OF THIS VOUCHER 


CITROEN prefers Total 



• Available for all Citroen cars and vans, 
regardless of age 1 

• Well refund the difference if you find 
the repair lower within 7 days 2 


Prices correct at time of going to press. 

'Subject to availability of Genuine Citroen Parts or Approved Citroen Parts. 

2 On a Fixed Price Repair the repair must be like-for-like, using Genuine Citroen Parts and within 15 miles. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT WILMOTHS 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE CITROEn 


WILMOTHS ASHFORD 01233 215145 www.wilmoths.co.uk 
WILMOTHS MAIDSTONE 01622 616145 www.wilmoths.co.uk 
WILMOTHS FOLKESTONE 01303 245588 www.wilmoths.co.uk 
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Obs 24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01303 817056 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Public Sector 


TO ADVERTISE: 

EMAIL: sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 


EDENBRIDGE T OWN COUNCIL _ 

Edenbridge Community 
Warden (Part Time) 

Salary: £10,532 per annum 

eligible for final salary pension 
Location: Edenbridge 

Responsible to: Deputy Town Clerk 
Edenbridge seeks a person keen to improve the 
local environment, provide an effective link between 
residents, agencies, and voluntary organisations, and 
promote community safety. This role is 3 days a week 
(22 hours) contract initially until August 2015. 

The post requires initiative and working as part of 
a small team; flexibility to cover some evening and 
weekend work; ability to keep records; a clean driving 
licence and being subject to Enhanced Criminal Records 
Bureau disclosure. 

Closing date 12 noon 5 July 2013. 


For further information and an application form contact 01732 865368 
or e-mail townclerk@edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk 
Edenbridge Town Council, Doggetts Barn, 72A High St, Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 5AR 


spencer 


The Spencer Private Hospital is the independently owned and managed 22 bed private hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital site. We also have a 4 
bed unit at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 
SENIOR STAFF NURSE Two full-time positions 
Qualifications Registered Nurse 1st Level. Minimum 2 years post registration/equivalent experience. 

Evidence of continual professional development. Teaching and Assessing Course or equivalent. 

To discuss this opportunity and benefits or to arrange an informal visit, please contact 
Mary Guarnieri, (Matron) - 01843 234252 
ENDOSCOPY SISTER (25 hours per week) 

The successful applicant must have a minimum of 3 years post registration (level 1) endoscopy experience with all diagnostic and therapeutic 
endoscopy interventions with at least one year in an endoscopy senior managerial role. He/she must have proven GRS and JAG Accreditation 
experience, and able to work independently to help meet the national criteria and maintain a clinical ‘hands on’ approach 

ENDOSCOPY PRACTITIONERS (20 hours per week) 

We are looking for enthusiastic, experienced, highly motivated endoscopy staff that have a flexible approach to working. 

Hours will include evening and weekend working. A minimum of 2 years current experience is essential. 

To discuss these opportunities and benefits please contact either: Dennis Sutton, Theatre Liaison Manager 07833 237881 
OR Mary Guarnieri, Matron 01843 234252 
For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Edwards, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Private Hospital, 

2nd Floor, Atina House, Bench Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1JH 
Telephone: 01304 245951 1 Fax: 01304 207320 I E-mail: jo.edwards@spencerhospitals.com 
Alternatively you can download an application form and job description from our website www.spencerprivatehospitals.com 
Closing date for applications Monday 8 July 

The Spencer Private Hospital is an equal opportunity employer. These positions are subject to a Data & Barring Service Disclosure check 



Property Manager 

To maintain the property portfolio held by Edenbridge 
Town Council 

• To carry out routine building inspections and 
checks as required. 

• Ensure Compliance with Health & Safety and Fire 
regulations and maintain records of checks carried 
out and actions taken. 

• Develop and monitor the Council's Environmental 
Management system 

• Obtain quotes, for planned and routine 
maintenance as identified within the 10 year 
building maintenance program. 

• Prepare regular building reports for meetings 
It is a part-time permanent post 2 days (15 Hours) 
a week attracting a salary of £7,182.16 per annum. 
The closing date for applications is noon 
Monday 8 July 2013 

Interviews to be held on Monday 15 July 


CUMBRIA HOUSE CARE HOME 

REQUIRES 

P/T CARE ASSISTANTS 

EXPERIENCE PREFERRED 
MUST HAVE NVQ/QCF LEVEL 2 IN 
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
POST SUBJECT TO ENHANCED CRB CHECKS, 
COST TO BE MET BY APPLICANT 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

PLEASE CONTACT JULIA ON 

01303 254019 


DUTY 
MANAGER 

Lordswood Leisure Centre 
Salary: Competitive 
Lordswood Leisure Centre 
Charitable Trust is looking for a motivated and 
enthusiastic individual to become an integral 
part of the management team. 

The role involves managing the day to day 
operation of the Centre and assisting the 
senior management team with specific 
responsibilities. You would be required to 
work on a shift rota basis that includes early 
mornings, evenings and weekends so a flexible 
attitude to working hours is essential. 
Candidates with previous experience within 
a similar role would be advantageous as well 
as knowledge within a customer-focused 
environment. 

You will be required to work 40 hours 
per week, Monday to Sunday. 

If you believe you have the skills and 
knowledge required for this position, 
please send a Cv to Spencer Grimwade, 
Operations Director. 

Closing date for applications: 

Tuesday 25th June 

Interview date: Wednesday 3rd July 

01634 682862 

Lordswood Leisure Centre - Northdane Way, 
Lordswood, Chatham , Kent, ME5 8YE 




Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical School 

Maidstone Road 

Rochester 

Kent ME I 3EL 

Tel: 01634 844008 

Email: office@sjwms.co.uk 

Website: www.sirjosephwilliamson.medway.sch.uk 


An 11-18 Boys’ Grammar School of 1200 students including 
330 in the co-educational Sixth Form 

‘OUTSTANDING’ Ofsted November 2008 - “a buzz of excitement pervades the school” 


Pupil Premium Mentor 
NJC Grade C2 
Range 22 - 31 
£19,621 - £26,276 pro rata 

If you are enthusiastic, committed and keen to help young people, we have a 
position that may suit you. 

We require a full time Pupil Premium Mentor for 37 hours per week, term time 
only to start as soon as possible for one year in the first instance. Salary will 
be NJC C2 point 22. 

The post would suit someone who has experience with working with 
secondary school pupils, possibly qualified to A Level standard, perhaps a 
HLTA or NQT, with excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to relate well to 
children and adults. If required, training would be given to the right candidate. 
The role involves mentoring pupils who benefit from the Pupil Premium Grant 
to ensure they are supported in their learning and make outstanding progress. 
OFSTED awarded the school an outstanding grade in every category in our 
most recent inspection, commenting that “students thrive within its distinctive 
ethos, enabling them to succeed academically and to develop into confident, 
well-rounded individuals who are prepared extremely well for their future 
lives.” 


If you are interested in working for the benefit of bright, talented pupils and 
have a team ethos, then please contact the P A to the Headteacher Mrs 
Jacqueline Harrison, email harrisonj@sjwms.co.uk 01634 844008 or visit our 
website www.sirjosephwilliamson.medway.sch.uk where further details and 
an application form can be downloaded. 

The Williamson Trust currently consists of Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical 
School, the Hundred of Hoo Academy, High Halstow Primary Academy, Elaine 
Primary Academy and finally St James Primary as a co-sponsored academy 
all providing exceptional career development opportunities. 

We are committed to the safeguarding and wellbeing of children and any offer 
of employment will be subject to a satisfactory Enhanced Criminal Records 
Bureau check. 

Closing date for applications - 1st July 2013 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICE 
Grounds Maintenance Contract 

Opportunity to declare an interest in tendering for 
the above contract. 

For further in formation please contact: 

Mr R Saffery (Business Manager) at 
rogersaffery@kingethelbert.kent.sch.uk by 30th 
June 2013 

This contract is subject to site operative staff 
having passed “Enhanced CRB Disclosure” 
procedures. King Ethelbert School is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children. 

King Ethelbert School, Canterbury Road, 

Birchington CT7 9BL 

Tel: 01843 831999 

Fax: 01843 831015 

www.kingethelbert.com 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 



01303 

817056 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


PLANNING 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND AT 
Yardhurst Gardens, Margate 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT the Kent County Council 
propose to make an application to the Magistrates sitting at 
Canterbury Magistrates Court on 30th July 2013 at 10:30am 
for an Order under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
extinguish highway rights on the grounds that they are 
unnecessary on land adjacent to Yardhurst Gardens as 
highlighted on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of this notice and the plan referred to are on deposit, 
and can be seen during normal office hours, at the main 
reception of Kent County Council at Ashford Highways 
Depot, Javelin Way, Hen wood Industrial Estate, Ashford, 
Kent, TN24 8AD. 

If you require further information or would like to discuss 
this matter, please contact Traffic Schemes & Member 
Highway Fund at Kent County Council Highways and 
Transportation in writing at the address given below, or by 
telephone on 08458 247 800 (24 hour contact centre). 

JOHN BURR 

DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 
Traffic Schemes & Member Highway Fund 
Ashford Highway Depot 
Henwood Industrial Estate 
Javelin Way 
Ashford 
Kent 

TN24 8AD 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND AT 
Four Elms Road, Edenbridge 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT the Kent County Council 
propose to make an application to the Magistrates sitting at 
Sevenoaks Magistrates Court on 6th August 2013 at 10:00am 
for an Order under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
extinguish highway rights on the grounds that they are 
unnecessary on land adjacent to Four Elms Road as 
highlighted on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of this notice and the plan referred to are on deposit, 
and can be seen during normal office hours, at the main 
reception of Kent County Council at Ashford Highways 
Depot, Henwood Industrial Estate, Javelin Way, Ashford 
Kent, TN24 8AD. 

If you require further information or would like to discuss 
this matter, please contact Traffic Schemes & Member 
Highway Fund at Kent County Council Highways and 
Transportation in writing at the address given below, or by 
telephone on 08458 247 800 (24 hour contact centre). 

JOHN BURR 

DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 
Traffic Schemes & Member Highway Fund 
Ashford Highway Depot 
Henwood Industrial Estate 
Javelin Way 
Ashford 
Kent 

TN24 8AD 


Folkestone 


AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2012/13 
- SHEPWAY DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Audit Commission Act 1998, sections 15-16 
Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011 
Regulations 9, 10, 21, 22 & 24 
The council’s accounts are subject to external audit by Grant 
Thornton UK LLP of Grant Thornton House, Melton Street, 
London NW1 2EP. Members of the public and local 
government electors have certain rights in the audit process: 

1) From Monday 8th July 2013 to Friday 2nd August 2013 
between 9.00am and 4.30pm weekdays any person may 
inspect the accounts of the council for the year ended 31 
March 2013 and certain related documents (comprising 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts) at 
the address given below. They may also make copies of 
the accounts and documents. 

2) From Monday 5th August 2013 until the conclusion of the 
audit process, a local government elector for the area of 
the council, or his/her representative, may ask the 
auditor questions about the accounts. Please contact the 
auditor Emily Hill at the address given above to make 
arrangements to ask any questions. 

3) From Monday 5th August 2013 until the conclusion of the 
audit process, a local government elector for the area of 
the council, or his/her representative, may object to the 
council’s accounts asking that the auditor issue a report 
in the public interest (under section 8 of the Audit 
Commission Act 1998) and/or apply to the court for a 
declaration that an item in the accounts is contrary to law 
(under section 17 of the Audit Commission Act 1988). 
Written notice of a proposed objection and the grounds 
on which it is made must be sent to the auditor Emily Hill 
at the address given above and copied to me at the 
address given below. 

Kathryn Beldon, Deputy Chief Executive, 

Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone, Kent CT20 2QY. 

Contact telephone no: (01303) 853289 
14 June 2013 



Public Notice 

23 June 2013 CANTERBURY 

' CITY COUNCIL 


Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 

Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012 No 767 

Regulation 18 - Notice of the publication of: 

■ Canterbury District Local Plan Preferred Options Consultation Draft 
June 2013 

■ Sustainability Appraisal 

■ Canterbury Landscape Character and Biodiversity Appraisal 

The Local Plan will provide the overall spatial development strategy for 
the Canterbury District up to 2031. The City Council is inviting members 
of the public to view and comment on these documents between 20 June 
and 5pm 30 August 2013. 

Copies of the Local Plan, Sustainability Appraisal and the Canterbury 
Landscape Character and Biodiversity Appraisal along with other 
supporting documents can be viewed at the Council’s website 

www.canterbury.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy and during normal 
office hours at the following locations: 

Canterbury City Council (Main Office) 

Military Road, Canterbury 8.30am to 5 pm 

Herne Bay Divisional Office, 

William Street, Herne Bay 8.45am to 4.45pm 

Copies are also available to view at: 

■ Canterbury Library - The Beaney, High Street, Canterbury 

■ Herne Bay Library - 124 High Street, Herne Bay 

■ Sturry Library - Chafy Crescent, Sturry 

■ Swalecliffe Library - 78 Herne Bay Road, Swalecliffe 

■ Whitstable Library - 31-33 Oxford Street, Whitstable 

■ The mobile library 
Comments can be made: 

■ online at http://canterbury-consult.objective.co.uk/portal or 

■ by email to planning.policy@canterbury.gov.uk using the 
downloadable comments form or by post to Planning Policy Team, 
Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury CT1 1YW. 

All comments relating to Canterbury District Local Plan Preferred Option, 
Sustainability Appraisal or the Landscape Character and Biodiversity 
Appraisal must be received by 5pm 30 August 2013. The City Council 
may not be able to consider representations received after this date. 

Further information can be obtained from the planning policy team on 

01227 862 199 or by emailing planning.policy@canterbury.gov.uk 



Folkestone 



THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(THE DISTRICT OF SHEPWAY) 
(FOLKESTONE TOWN CENTRE AND 
THE BAYLE PARKING ZONE) 
ORDER 2012 

(AMENDMENT NO 1) (THE LEAS 
PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2013 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL has made 
the above Order under Sections 1, 2, 32, 44, 45 and 124 of and 
Part IV of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and 
of all other enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief 
officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the 
Act: 

The Order comes into effect on the 28th June 2013 and shall 
implement the following parking restrictions: 

ROADS IN FOLKESTONE 

The Leas; shared use residents parking and pay and display on 
its south east side, from a point 9.5 metres north east of its 
junction with Shakespeare Terrace north east for a distance of 
124 metres 

The Leas; prohibition of waiting at any time on its north west side 
from its junction with Cheriton Place to its junction with 
Shakespeare Terrace 

The Leas; bus parking place on its south west side from a point 
17.5 metres south west of its junction with Shakespeare Terrace, 
south west for a distance of 15 metres 

If you have any questions concerning the Order or require further 
information please contact Shepway District Council 
(Transportation Department), Council Offices, Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone, CT20 2QY (01303 853240 during normal office 
hours). 

This notice is published by Shepway District Council on behalf of 
Kent Highway Services, County Hall, Maidstone, MEM 1XX. 
Kent Highway Services is part of Kent County Council. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS 
CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS 


DOV/13/00230 

DOV/13/00321 

DOV/13/00355 

DOV/13/00404 

DOV/13/00411 

DOV/13/00442 
DOV/13/00449 


Installation of replacement bay windows and cladding to front 
elevation 

6 Deal Castle Road, Deal, CT14 7BB CON 

Variation of condition 8 of planning permission DOV/06/1002 to 
allow use of the air conditioning units between the hours 
Mondays and Tuesdays 8am - 5pm, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
9am - 8pm, Fridays 9am - 5pm and Saturdays 9am - 1pm 
39 New Street, Sandwich, CT13 9BB CON 

Erection of detached building incorporating a reception and 
office 

Kingsdown International Scout Camp, The Avenue, ARW 

Kingsdown, Deal, CT14 8DU 

Installation of solar panels to barn roof 

Swanton Farm, Swanton Lane, Lydden, Dover, CT15 7EY 

ARW 

Erection of a front dormer roof extension and alterations to 
existing dormer 

5 Archery Square, Walmer, Deal, CT14 7JA CON 

Erection of one detached dwelling 

Martindale, The Street, Preston, Canterbury, CT3 1DYCAF 

Erection of a first floor extension, two storey extension and 
single storey extension and associated alterations 

Glendale Lodge, Glen Road, Kingsdown, Deal, CT14 8BS 

ARW 


DOV/12/00660 Outline application for the erection of 19 dwellings and 

construction of a vehicular access 

100 & 106, Church Lane, Sholden, Deal, CT14 9QL MAJ 
Reason for Advert Codes:- 


CAF - Affecting a Conservation Area CON - Within a Conservation Area 

ARW - Affects Right of Way MAJ - Major Development 

Some applications are not publicised in this list. All applications may be 
inspected at the Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, to which 
address any representations (to include a postal address) should be sent within 21 
days marked “for the attention of Planning”. Applications may also be viewed, and 
comments on applications may be made on our website 
www.dover.gov.uk/planning or at Dover Gateway, 71 Castle Street, Dover, Deal 
Library or the Area Office, The Guildhall, Sandwich 
Failure to meet the above deadline may jeopardise the chances of 
representations being considered, any representations received may be made 
available for inspection by the public, and may be copied to others, including 
the secretary of state and the applicant if there is an appeal against the 
council’s decision. Representations will not be acknowledged until an 
application has been determined. 

Please note that the Council does not accept any responsibility for any incomplete 
or inaccurate description of any application. 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/13/0886/S - 41 & 56, VALLEY DRIVE, LOOSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 9TL - Demolition of 41 & 
56 Valley Drive and the erection of 7No. detached houses with garaging/parking, gated private access 
road with a dropped kerb access to plot 1 via private drive; and site landscaping. Reason: 2 
MA/13/0915/S - BLENHEIM GATE, QUEENS HOUSE, FENNEL CLOSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 OSZ - 
Removal of lead ridge details to 4no small bin stores and 2no pavilion style bin stores and replacement 
with slate grey concrete ridge tiles. Reason: 1 

MA/13/0916/S - BLENHEIM GATE, QUEENS HOUSE, FENNEL CLOSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 OSZ - 

Listed building consent for the removal of lead ridge details to 4no small bin stores and 2no pavilion style 

bin stores and replacement with slate grey concrete ridge tiles. Reason: 3 

MA/13/0951/N - LAND NORTH OF, SU^ON ROAD, OTHAM, KENT - Full application for residential 

development of 186 dwellings comprising a mixture of 2, 3 ,4 and 5 bedroom properties with associated 

parking, landscaping, amenity space and engineering works. Reason: 6 

MA/13/0961/S - THE WILD DUCK, PAGEHURST ROAD, STAPLEHURST, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 9LH - 

Demolition of existing public house and erection of 2no detached dwellings with associated amenity 

space, garages and access. Reason: 9 

MA/13/0963/S -10, LOWER FANT ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 8EA - An application for listed 
building consent for various works including internal alterations, changes to fenestration, works to 
fireplaces and damp-proofing of cellar. Reason: 3 

MA/13/0967/S - WARES FARM, REDWALL LANE, LINTON, KENT, ME17 4BA - Removal of condition 2 of 
planning permission 11/0119 to allow permanent use of land for agriculture, model car racing and model 
aircraft flying. Reason: 6,7 

MA/13/0973/S - KENT FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE, THE GODLANDS, STRAW MILL HILL, TOVIL, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6XB - Extend existing overflow car park to provide an additional 40 parking 
spaces for use by employees and visitors to SHQ. Improvements to pedestrian walkways, lighting and bin 
and refuse storage. Reason: 2 

MA/13/0974/N - FOUR JAYS GROUP, BARLING FARM, EAST SU^ON ROAD, EAST SUHON, 

MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 3DX - Change of use of land to temporary seasonal car park from the 1st April 
to 30 September in any calendar year including construction of a modular reinforced grass surface and 
landscaping. Reason: 1 

MA/13/0976/S - MOUNTAIN BARN, MARDEN ROAD, MARDEN, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 9PZ - Listed 
building consent for the conversion of roofspace comprising the installation of rooflights and internal 
alterations including the installation of new staircase, reposition of first floor door, removal of ground floor 
partition and construction of new ground floor partition to form new study. Reason: 3 
MA/13/0977/S - MOUNTAIN BARN, MARDEN ROAD, MARDEN, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 9PZ - 
Conversion of roofspace comprising the installation of rooflights. Reason: 1 
MA/13/0981/S -1, CHURCH VILLAS, CHURCH STREET, LOOSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 OBX - 
Replacement of tarmac driveway with cobblestone driveway. Reason: 1,2 
MA/13/0985/S - HEADCORN AERODROME, SHENLEY ROAD, HEADCORN, ASHFORD, KENT, TN27 9HX - 
Variation of condition 7 of MA/77/1559 to hold an air display (Royal Aero Club Flying Event) on 8th 
September 2013. Reason: 7,10 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

7 - Application affects a Public Right of Way. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

10 - Application is of general Public Interest. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm, and Saturday 9am to 1pm). Any representations should be made in writing 
to me by no later than 7th July 2013, quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 23rd June 2013. 
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PLANNING 


Folkestone 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y13/0213/SH - The Long Hall Barn Little Densole Farm 
Canterbury Road Densole Folkestone - Change of use of 
agricultural land to the keeping of horses, together with the 
erection of a stable block and menage. 

Y13/0534/SH# - Marlie Farm Holiday Village Dymchurch Road 
New Romney Kent TN28 8UE - Change of use of land to extend 
static caravan area. 

Y13/0560/SH - Orchard House High Street Elham Canterbury 
Kent - Works to trees in a conservation area comprising: crown 
reduction of a Beech (T1) by reducing the height by 3.5 metres, 
the laterals by a maximum of 1.5 metres, and crown lift to 4 
metres; crown reduction of a Beech (T2) by reducing the height by 
3 metres, the laterals by 1.5 metres and crown lift to 4 metres. 
Y13/0536/SH+ - Spicers Court Stade Street Hythe Kent CT21 
6EB - Proposed 3 No. Skylights to Flat No.8 and 1 No. Sun Tunnel 
to Flat No.9 

Y13/0583/SH# - 106 High Street Lydd Romney Marsh KentTN29 
9BA - Section 73 application for variation of condition 2 of 
planning permission Y13/0121/SH for the extension of time limit of 
planning permission Y09/1100/SH for the erection of fourteen 
dwelling houses with associated parking, landscaping and new 
access road. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to 
planning@shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing 
within 21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition to 
the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 

Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 

Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions of 
the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 



Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part III of 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) applies. 

6. This application may be of wider public interest. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 08 JULY 2013 

SW/13/0426: 

Change of use from A1 (retail) to A2 (financial and professional 
services) - T.W’s, 26 High Street, SHEERNESS; REASON 1 
SW/13/0452: 

Proposed single storey rear extension - 9 Priory Row, 
FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/13/0492: 

Listed Building consent to paint brickwork at front of property to 
match sides and rear - Lion House, 100 High Street, 
NEWINGTON; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/13/0658: 

Variation to Condition 16 (hours of use) to extend hours of opening 
- Dunster House Ltd, Staplestreet Road, GRAVENEY; REASON 3 
SW/13/0666: 

Application for variation of condition 2 of planning permission 
SW/12/0571 for minor material amendments to the design and 
layout of the proposal - Aesica Queenborough Ltd, North Road, 
QUEENBOROUGH; REASONS 1, 3, 4 & 6 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


Planning applications 


m* 


PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 


PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 
& VILLAGE GREENS 


Notice under Article 13 of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//13/00997/FUL: Newnham Barn, Grove Road, Wickhambreaux, CT3 1SQ Retention of all alterations to barn dwelling. 

Applicant: Ms L Stevens Reason: Affects the setting of a listed building. 

CA//13/01002/LB: Newnham Barn, Grove Road, Wickhambreaux, CT3 1SQ Retention of alterations to barn dwelling. Applicant: Ms L Stevens 

Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/01068/FUL: 19 Puckle Lane, Canterbury, CT1 3LA Provision of dormer to roof and construction of new entrance porch. 

Applicant: Mr J Hunt and Mrs S Wilding Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/01074/FUL: Land adjacent to 62 Chestfield Road, Chestfield, CT5 3JH Two-storey dwelling with garden and parking. 

Applicant: Mr S Howard Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/01075/FUL: Scouts Hall, 65-67 Arkley Road, Herne Bay, CT 6 5SL Replacement of windows and doors from metal and wood to upvc. 
Applicant: Mr C Mears Reason: Conservation Area. 

CA//13/01082/FUL: 65 Nelson Road, Whitstable, CT5 1DX Single-storey rear extension with associated internal alterations. 

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Welch Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/01084/LB: Dane Chantry Barn, Stone Street, Petham, CT4 5PP Re-submission of application CA/12/01609/LB fora single window to be 
added to the west elevation. Applicant: Mrs E Cumming Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/01094/FUL: 7 Gladstone Road, Whitstable, CT5 1JG Two storey rear extension and internal alterations. 

Applicant: Mr Ricketts and Mr Yare Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/01107/FUL: 39 St Augustine’s Road, Canterbury, CT1 1XR Proposed enlargement of existing attic room and rear single-storey 
extension. Applicant: Mr N Warnick Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/01114/FUL Woodside Lodge, Garlinge Green Road, Garlinge Green, Petham CT4 5RT Proposed two-storey rear extension and 
proposed garage with ancillary accommodation above. Demolition of existing outbuilding. Applicant: Mrs S Bishop Reason: Conservation area. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 
CT1 1YW or e-mailed to development.management@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 15 July 2013. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 21 June 2013 


Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

13/01606/HOUSE Beau Lodge 31 Langton Road, Broadwater 

- Garden store above existing garage (CA) 

13/01565/LBC Hamilton Cottage Waterloo Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Construction of two shower rooms within internal fabric of the building 
(works already carried out) (LB) 

13/01573/FUL Flat 2 75 Mount Ephraim, Culverden 

- Creation of external terrace area on existing flat roof, replacement of window with French doors 
(CA) 

13/01587/HOUSE 72 London Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Culverden 

- Replacement fence and gates (CA) (LB) 

13/01589/LBC 72 London Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Culverden 

- Listed Building Consent: Replacement fence and gates (LB) 

13/01551/LBC Vine Inn High Street, Goudhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Internal alterations and replacement external ventilation flue (LB) 

13/01449/FULMJ Hawkhurst Castle Cranbrook Road, Hawkhurst 

- Demolition of existing care home; Erection of a replacement three-storey 90-bed care home 
(Class C2) with parking and access facilities (MAJOR) 

13/01547/HOUSE Bassetts Maidstone Road, Horsmonden 

- Demolition of an extension as permitted under TW/05/03311/FUL and TW/05/03314/LBC and 
erection of a replacement single-storey garden room extension (LB) 

13/01548/LBC Bassetts Maidstone Road, Horsmonden 

- Listed Building Consent - Demolition of an extension as permitted under TW/05/03311/FUL and 

TW/05/03314/LBC and erection of a replacement single-storey garden room extension (LB) 
13/01563/HOUSE 8 Camden Hill Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Single storey orangery extension, single storey alteration to front porch and changes to 
fenestration (CA) 

13/01601/HOUSE 41 Broadwater Down Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Extension of Time - Demolition of single storey utility room and shed, the construction of a new 
single storey replacement; New first floor extension at rear; New shed (TW/04/03185/FUL) 

(TW/10/01558 refers) (CA) 

13/01386/LBC 9 Calverley Park Crescent Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Listed Building Consent: Internal alterations to all floors including removal of existing walls (LB) 

13/01543/HOUSE East House Ferndale House, Park 

- Single-storey front extension including relocation of portico (CA) 

13/01624/FUL 16 Crescent Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Change of use to D1 fitness studio (CA) 

13/01585/HOUSE Spring Cottage Victoria Road, Southborough Town Council 

- Garden landscaping works (works commenced) (CA) 

13/01569/LBC Shirley Hall Leggs Lane, Speldhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: External and internal repairs. Minor internal alterations (LB) 

13/01626/HOUSE Homefield Barn Speldhurst Hill, Speldhurst 

- Conversion of garage into study/home office. Erection of stable building (LB) (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning Services, 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 
Dated: 22 June 2013 
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PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF ASHFORD 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY AE 648 
AND PUBLIC FOOTPATH AE 345 
IN THE PARISHES OF SEVINGTON AND KINGSNORTH 
PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY AE 648 AND PUBLIC FOOPTATH 

AE345 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14 ( 1 ), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council intends to temporarily close 
Public Bridleway AE 648 between its junction with 
Waterbrook Avenue and its junction with Public 
Bridleway AW 325 and Public Footpath AE 345 
between its junction with Public Bridleway AE 648 
and its junction with Public Footpath AE 658 , from 
the 8 th July 2013 . 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
The path is to be closed because works are planned 
near it and there is a likelihood of danger to users. 
There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Faye Faiers 
Contact Centre no. 0845 3450210 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 

Public Rights of Way and Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME 141 XX Dated: 23 rd June 2013 

This document is available in alternative formats 
and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Public Rights of Way 
and Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8 am- 8 pm) 
or visit 

www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
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HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


BRISSENDEN GREEN LANE, BETHERSDEN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to replace a culvert and repairs to 
alleviate flooding, Kent County Council intends to make 
an Order prohibiting through traffic on Brissenden Green 
Lane, Bethersden, as follows. 

Brissenden Green Lane will be closed in the vicinity 
of the junction with Standard Lane, with no through 
access. 

The closure is planned to commence from 8 July 2013 for 
up to 2 weeks or until the works have been completed. 
The alternative route is via Standard Lane, A28 Ashford 
Road and Woodchurch Road. 


B2080 READING STREET, TENTERDEN & TENTERDEN 
ROAD, APPLEDORE (30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

For the safety of the public and workforce during 

carriageway micro-surfacing works, Kent County Council 

has made an Orderto impose a temporary mandatory 

speed limit of 30 mph on sections of the B2080 Reading 

Street, Tenterden and Tenterden Road, Appledore, as 

shown below. 

The sections of the B2080 affected are Reading 
Street from the vicinity of The Century Farm extending 
southwards and eastwards along the B2080 to where 
it becomes Tenterden Road, eastwards as far as 
the junction with School Road / Ferry Road, in both 
directions. 

The Speed Limit applies to the actual sections of roads 
within the extents defined above that are indicated by 
the relevant 30 mph signs on site. 

Works are planned to commence from 29 June 2013 for 
up to 2 days, between 08:30 hours and 17:30 hours 
each day, but this may need to be extended for a further 
day if factors prevent works being completed in 2 days. 
The 30 mph speed limit may need to be re-imposed 
within 1-2 weeks of the above dates to allow for 
replacement of lining. 

Please note that the 30 mph speed limit now replaces 
the need for the road closure that was initially 
publicised. 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


BEST LANE, CANTERBURY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow remedial carriageway works to be carried 

out, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on Best Lane, Canterbury, as 

shown below. 

Best Lane will be closed between High Street and the 
entrance to Orange Street Car Park. 

The closure is planned to commence from 8 July 2013 for 
up to 1 week, or until the works have been completed. 
The alternative route is via High Street, Guildhall Street 
and Orange Street. 


KING STREET, CANTERBURY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to divert a sewer, Kent County Council 

has made an Order prohibitingthrough traffic on part 

of King Street, Canterbury, on or after 24 June 2013, as 

shown below. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Knotts Lane and Palace Street. 

The alternative routes are via King Street, Orange Street 
and Palace Street orvia Knotts Lane, St Radigund’s 
Street, Pound Lane, The Causeway, North Lane, St 
Stephen’s Road, Kingsmead Road, Northgate and 
Borough. 

Works are planned to commence from 24 June 2013 for 
an estimated period of up to 6 weeks. 


PUCKLE LANE, CANTERBURY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to provide a new electrical connection, 
Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on part of Puckle Lane, Canterbury, on or 


after 24 June 2013, as shown below. 

Works are planned to commence from 24 June 2013 for 
an estimated period of up to 2 weeks or until the works 
have been completed. 

Puckle Lane will be closed between the junctions with 
Prospect Place and Raymond Avenue. 

The alternative route is via Puckle Lane, Nunnery Fields 
and Old Dover Road. 

There will be a suspension of the One-way Traffic Order 
in respect of Puckle Lane, between the junctions with 
Raymond Avenue and Old Dover Road, to allow access. 


VARIOUS ROADS, CANTERBURY (PROHIBITION OF 
DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER JULY 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To enable carriageway repairs to be carried out, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on various roads throughout the 
Canterbury area, from 1 July 2013. 

The roads affected, dates of closure and alternative 
routes are as shown below. 

It will not generally be possible to re-open roads outside 
normal working hours, except where otherwise stated. 

EDDINGTON LANE (LINK), HERNE BAY - the short section 
linking Eddington Lane and A2990 (Old) Thanet Way will 
be closed 

1 - 6 July 2013 (including Saturday) 

Alternative route via A2990 (Old) Thanet Way and 
Eddington Way 

PETT HILL, BRIDGE - closed for its entire length 

1812 July 2013 

Alternative route via Station Road, High Street, Western 

Avenue, Saxon Road and Union Road 

HAWE LANE, STURRY - closed for its entire length 

2- 4July2oi3 

Alternative route via Popes Lane, A291 Herne Bay Road, 
Sturry Hill, A28 Island Road and Babs Oak Hill 

HOMEWOOD ROAD, STURRY - closed for its entire 
length 

4-6 July 2013 (including Saturday) NB Homewood Road 
will not be closed until Hawe Lane has re-opened. 
Alternative route via Cedar Road, Sleigh Road and A28 
Island Road 

RABBIT HOLE, BARHAM - closed between the junctions 
with Brickfield Road and Church Lane 
8-20 July 2013 (excluding Sunday - works may extend 
to Saturday of 20 July if need be) 

Alternative route via Mill Lane, Derringstone Hill, Valley 

Road, The Street and Church Lane 

WILLIAM STREET, HERNE BAY - closed between High 

Street and Queens Street 

8-15 July 2013 (excluding Sunday) 

Alternative routes are 

Approaching from wests /ia High Street, South Road and 
Kings Road 

Approaching from east via High Street, Richmond Street 
and Kings Road 

DIAMOND ROAD, WHITSTABLE - closed for its entire 
length 

8-20 July 2013 (excluding Sunday - works may extend 
to Saturday of 20 July if need be) 

Alternative route via Cromwell Road, Railway Avenue 
and Station Road 

SWANTON LANE, LITTLEBOURNE-closed for its entire 
length 

8-11 July 2013 

Alternative route via Elbridge Hill, Stodmarsh Road and 
A257 Littlebourne Road 

OXFORD ROAD, CANTERBURY - closed for its entire 
length 

11 -15 July 2013 (excluding Sunday) between 08:30 
hours and 15:30 hours 

Alternative route via Guildford Road, Zealand Road, 
Nunnery Road 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


CANNON STREET, DEAL (PROHIBITION OF WAITING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Forthe safety of the workforce and public during site 

construction works, Kent County Council has made an 

Order prohibiting waiting on part of Cannon Street, Deal, 

on or after 24 June 2013, for up to 15 months. 

Waiting will be prohibited on the southern side of 
Cannon Street from the eastern boundary of number 
23 westwards to the entrance to the Outdowns Medical 
Centre. 


This applies Mondays to Fridays between the hours of 
09:00 hours and 17:30 hours. 


COOPER STREET DROVE, ASH 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of the replacement of a culvert and other 

drainage works to alleviate long term flooding issues, 

Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on part of Cooper Street Drove, Ash, on or 

after 24 June 2013, as shown below. 

Works are planned to commence from 24 June 2013 for 
an estimated period of up to 1 week. 

Cooper Street Drove will be closed in the vicinity of 
the sharp bend to the north of Brookestreet Farmyard. 
Access will remain from either direction up to the point 
of closure. 

The alternative route is via A257 Sandwich Road, A257 
Each End, Ash Road, Richborough Road and Cooper 
Street Drove. 


KING STREET, SANDWICH (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of footway renewal works, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

King Street, Sandwich, as follows. 

King Street will be closed between the junctions with 
Austin’s Lane and St Peter’s Street. 

The closure is planned to commence from 8 July 2013 for 
up to 2 weeks or until the works have been completed. 
The alternative route is via No Name Street, Cattle 
Market, Harnet Street, Strand Street, High Street and 
Short Street. 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


NORTH STREET, BARMING (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to replace a manhole cover and 

frame, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibitingthrough traffic on North Street, Barming, on 

or after 10 July 2013 for up to 1 day or until the works 

have been completed. 

The road will be closed between A26 Tonbridge Road 
and Heath Road. 

The alternative route is via A26 Tonbridge Road, 
Beverley Road, Heath Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


BOTSOM LANE, WEST KINGSDOWN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of the removal of dead wood from trees 
overhanging the highway, Kent County Council intends 
to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Botsom 
Lane, West Kingsdown, on or after 10th July 2013 for up 
to 1 day or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from the junction of Carter 
Avenue and Maplescombe Lane and there will be no 
access for through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: London Road, Main Road 
Gorse Hill, A225 Eysnford Road, Maplescombe Lane. 


HIGHWAYS - SHEPWAY AREA 


A259 DYMCHURCH ROAD, ST MARY’S BAY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of junction modification works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting traffic on 
part of A259 Dymchurch Road, St Mary’s Bay, as follows. 
A259 Dymchurch Road, St Mary’s Bay will be closed to 
through traffic for up to 150 metres either side of the 


junction with Dunstall Lane. 

Closures are planned forthe nights of 10 and 11 July 
2013 between 19:00 hours through until 07:00 hours 
each night 

Further closures are planned forthe nights of 15 and 16 
July 2013, also between 19:00 hours through until 07:00 
hours each night. 

The alternative route is via A259 Dymchurch Road, High 
Street, Lydd Road, Rhee Wall, A2070 Hamstreet Bypass, 
Ashford Road, Main Road, Barrow Hill, Ashford Road, 
A261 Hythe Road, London Road, A259 Military Road 
(westbound only), Dymchurch Road, Hythe Road, High 
Street and Dymchurch Road. 


A 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


PICTON ROAD, RAMSGATE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to install a new pumping station, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Picton Road, Ramsgate, on or after 24 June 

2013 for an estimated period of up to 10 weeks or until 

the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction 
with Grange Road. 

The alternative route is via Grange Road, South Eastern 
Road and Crescent Road. 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE & MALLING 


HIGH STREET, AYLESFORD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of footway works and carriageway patching, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibitingthrough traffic on High Street, Aylesford, on 

or after 14 July 2013 for up to 1 day or until the works 

have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Bull Lane to Church Walk. 
The alternative route is via Rochester Road, Pilgrims 
Way, Bull Lane. 


A20 LONDON ROAD, STATION ROAD, NEW ROAD, 
DITTON (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING, SPEED 
RESTRICTION, SUSPENSION OF CYCLE LANE, 
PROHIBITION OF LEFT TURN & PROHIBITION OF 
PARKING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of mains laying, Kent County Council intends 
to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Station 
Road and New Road and various prohibitions on A20 
London Road, Ditton, on or after 8 July 2013 or until the 
works have been completed. 

8th July 2013 for a period of 17 weeks-A20 London 
Road: 

2omph speed limit between Bell Lane and 350m east of 
Station Road 

Cycle Lane suspension between Orchard Grove and 
350m east of Station Road 

Closure of eastbound slip road between Station Road 
and A20 London Road and prohibition of left turn from 
Station Road 

Prohibition of parking in A20 layby between numbers 
543 and 551 

25th July 2013 for a period of up to 6 weeks - Station 
Road and New Road: 

Closure of New Road and Station Road at their junctions 
with A20 London Road 

The alternative route for Station Road is via Hall Road 
and A20 London Road and for New Road is via A20 
London Road and Woodlands Road. 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME 141 XQ Dated 30 th June 2013 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 0300 333 5539 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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TENNIS 

UK tennis slammed as ‘a rich 
man’s sport’ by psychologist 

Picture: TOM LOVELOCK/AELTC 



CRITICISM: The Lawn Tennis Association has been under fire for failing to develop its talented players 


CRICKET 



Being a rugby fan 
meant cricket’s 
big names didn't 
intimidate me 

KOS Media has teamed up with Kent batsman 
Michael Powell for a column throughout the 
2013 season in which the Welshman will 
give an unrivalled insight into life on and off 
the pitch with the county. 

I HAVE spent the last few weeks with the 
second team, which is disappointing, but I 
see it as part of my role of being at the club. 

When I came to the county I saw it as part 
of my job here to pass on my experience to 
the younger players. 

I remember when I first got my chance at 
Glamorgan - it was because Tony Cottey went 
down to Sussex, making space for me in the first 
team. 

When I got into the first team, people helped 
me out, very much like happens at Kent with the 
likes of Daniel Bell-Drummond being guided by 
the big core of senior players we have - people 
like Rob Key and James Tredwell. 

What helped me out a lot was the fact that I 
wasn’t a cricket fan as a youngster. It meant I 
wasn’t overawed by the star England cricketers I 
was playing against. It didn’t faze me. 

Being Welsh, I much preferred my rugby when 
I was growing up and followed it more. But I was 
much better at cricket - that’s why I became a 
cricketer. 

I did play rugby for my college and a youth 
team, where a lot of my friends went on to play 
professional rugby, but I was never good enough. 
It was never an option. 

It was all about the Six Nations in my house 
when I was growing up rather than the Ashes, 
which this year I think England will win 
comfortably. The Australian team today doesn’t 
compare to the one I remember of Glenn 
McGrath, Jason Gillespie and the Waugh 
brothers. 

When I got into the first team at Glamorgan, I 
didn’t worry about coming up against the likes 
of Mark Ramprakash, Devon Malcolm or Michael 
Atherton. It wasn’t like ‘Oh my word, I’m up 
against Darren Gough, or Andy Caddick’, or any 
of those great bowlers. 

I learnt to play the ball rather than the bowler. 
That’s the advice I would give to younger players. 
It’s just a bat and ball, like it is in the second team. 

That approach helped me massively. Little 
things like going out to play in front of big 
crowds. I didn’t see it as a distraction -1 enjoyed 
it. Things that can play on a younger player’s 
mind didn’t seem to have an effect on me. 

As soon as I got my debut out of the way I was 
happy to say I was a professional cricketer. It 
was each game or each season at it comes. I 
never wanted to get carried away. 

The thing is, you do have to cope with the 
better deliveries. It all happens a bit quicker - 
that’s why it’s harder. 

We have got some very good youngsters at 
Kent. Undoubtedly, they will get their chance if 
they score enough runs or take enough wickets. 
That’s the kind of club Kent are - they like to 
develop youngsters. 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

FOR the next two weeks Andy Murray will be 
hoisted on to a pedestal of expectation, with 
many of us set to go Wimbledon crazy, but there 
are serious questions about the support in place 
to help the next generation of British players. 

The governing body for the sport in the UK, 
the Lawn Tennis Association, will lose its chief 
executive Roger Draper in September after he 
decided to quit the £640,000-a-year post. 

It has come under increasing criticism in re¬ 
cent years for the lack of talent coming through 
behind Murray and for the sizeable salaries the 
likes of Draper are on. 

One man who knows Murray, and the prob¬ 
lems facing those trying to keep up with him, is 
Roberto Forzoni. 

The sports psychologist from Orpington has 
worked with Premier League football clubs, ath¬ 
letics stars and tennis pros to help improve 
performance. In 2009 he helped Murray over¬ 
come a wrist injury and gave him renewed 
mental strength when working with a new 
coach. It was part of a two-year spell he spent as 
the LTA’s performance consultant. 

The 5 3-year-old hopes that whoever replaces 
Draper when he leaves in September will bring 
about a new way of thinking. 

“I look forward to seeing what happens when 
the new regime takes over,” he said. “I don’t 
think they [the LTA methods] are conducive to 
producing high-performance players. Their 
track record is not very good. The LTA has a lot 
of old-school people who have been there for a 
number of years. It’s a rich people’s sport.” 

Ahead of Wimbledon, he is working with 
British No 2, and England’s No 1, James Ward. 

“Someone like James gets around £12,000 a 
year from the LTA - that’s to travel and look af¬ 
ter himself,” he said. “They are not looked after 
by the LTA when compared with, say, young foot¬ 
ballers. He hasn’t even got a coach at the moment. 

“I also work in athletics, and there’s very little 
money and there is very little expectation for 
support. With football, if you’re a non-league or 
academy player, pretty much everything is paid 
for in terms of training, competition, kit, support 
and travel. 


FOOTBALL 

Fleet to spend £100K 
on refurbishing home 

WORK is set to start on refurbishing Ebbsfleet 
United's Stonebridge Road home with £100,000 
set to be spent by the new owner. 

The Conference South side were taken over 
by Kuwaiti investment group KEH Sports Ltd 
last month, paving the way for new players, a 
new manager in former Dover Athletic coach 
Steve Brown, work on the pitch and now the 
stadium. The club will spend £100,000 on 
replacing the two roofs on the Plough End and 
the Liam Daish Stand while working on tidying 
up other areas of the ground. 

Director Stuart Butler-Gallie said: "If we want 
to attract fans back to the club, it is essential 
that significant improvements are made." 


■ Believe it or not, the winner of the 
first-ever Wimbledon Championships 
is a former Ramsgate resident. 

William Spencer Gore became 
champion in 1877. A total of 22 men paid 
£1 and 1 shilling entrance fee (no women 
were allowed) and were told to bring their 
own rackets and shoes without heels. 

Spectators watched from a temporary 
three-plank stand and around the court as 
Spencer beat William Marshall 6-1, 6-2, 

6-4. He returned the following year to 
defend his crown but lost in the final to 
Frank Hadlow 7-5, 6-1, 9-7. 

He died at The Granville Hotel in 
Ramsgate in 1906 aged 56. 

“The argument against it is that the Russians 
and Slovakians do OK [at tennis], but they haven’t 
got the LTA, who have a hell of a lot of money 
and you would have to question where the mon¬ 
ey goes if it is not to support our top players.” 


SPEEDWAY 

Kings fend off Raiders 
to secure maiden win 

THE Kent Kings have finally won their first 
match of the season, recording a 58-35 victory 
over Rye House Raiders. 

The Kings suffered a double loss over the 
weekend, losing to Coventry Storm 59-33 in the 
National League on Friday night and 53-34 to 
the MiLdenhall Fen Tigers on Sunday in the 
National Trophy. 

However, they bounced back on Monday night 
at the Central Park Stadium in Sittingbourne to 
secure their first win of the season, in the first 
leg of the Tunnel Trophy. 

Mark Baldock, drafted in to replace the 
released Sam Woods, is out after breaking his 
collar bone, meaning Woods is back at the club. 


Forzoni, who last season was manager of 
Ryman One South side Tooting & Mitcham, feels 
that Murray is better equipped than ever to cope 
with the pressure at the championships. 

“There are a lot of young footballers who think 
they have made it, earning money and being 
flash with it, but Andy’s not like that - he’s quite 
down to earth,” he said. “He can detach himself 
from all of it. If fit, he is highly likely for the final 
or semi of slams now. 

“He lives close to Wimbledon and so can go 
home every day - he can help himself minimize 
the pressure of expectation by not reading the 
papers or watching too much TV coverage dur¬ 
ing the championships. 

“There is no other British tennis player who 
comes close to him, although James [Ward] is on 
his way. 

“When he was younger, he was so talented 
that he didn’t have to work as hard as others to 
succeed. But when he worked on his fitness, it 
improved his ability. If you look at his record, he 
has improved every single year. ” 


ATHLETICS 

Teen sprinters lead 
the way at meeting 

ADAM Gemili and Dina Asher-Smith led the way 
for Kent athletes at the national under-20 and 
under-23 championships. 

Gemili won both the 100m and the 200m in 
the U23 age group at Bedford last weekend. The 
19-year-old from Dartford posted a new 
personal best of 20.30s in the long distance and 
ran 10.09s in the shorter distance. 

His times were easily fast enough to qualify 
for a place at the World Athletics 
Championships in Russia in August. 

His fellow Blackheath and Bromley Athletics 
Club team-mate Asher-Smith, 17, also blazed a 
trail in the sprints, winning both the 100m and 
200m in the U20 age group. 


SPORTS SHORTS 
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FOOTBALL 

Home comforts 
for Scally as Gills 
given tasty start 

Gills chairman Paul Scally talks fixtures and 
transfers with Greg Miles as deal is tied up 


GILLINGHAM fans can start planning the next 
year of their lives, with the fixtures giving the 
League Two champions an exciting start. 

Last season the Gills started their promotion 
campaign in fine form by sweeping Bradford City 
aside 3-1 at Priestfield. 

Now back in League One, they are set for a 
bumper first month with a home opener against 
Colchester United as well as trips to relegated 
Wolves and old rivals Swindon Town to look 
forward to. 

The crucial festive period has also been kind to 
Martin Allen’s men, with three home games out 
of four matches across December, while the sea¬ 
son also finishes at home, against Shrewsbury. 

For the hardcore travelling fans, the furthest 
they will have to go for a Tuesday-night fixture is 
Notts County, with the other midweek away 
matches at Stevenage, Walsall and MK Dons. 
There are three at home under the floodlights. 

Home matches against the ‘big’ sides come in 
the second half of the season with relegated 
Wolves visiting on January 4, followed by 
Sheffield United (February 15) and Coventry City 
(March 11). 

It is all that Gills chairman Paul Scally could 
have hoped for, he said. 

“It’s very exciting - it’s six weeks until the 
start of the season. The last two weeks of May 
and June have been very quiet. We have been 
forced to watch cricket and other things like 
that. It’s always a dead time. People are on 
holiday as well. 

“We all look forward to the day they come out. 
Having got them, I’m very excited. 

“Having an opening home game and closing 
home game is what we want. Colchester United 
is a great start for us, and to have Wolves in our 
second game, and away, is good. 

“It’s a good time to play them - they will not be 
sure what to expect. It is their first home game as 


FUTURES DECIDED 


GILLINGHAM defender Andy Frampton is 
set to leave the club for AFC Wimbledon, 
while Joe Martin has signed a new two- 
year deal. 

The duo, as well as striker Deon Burton, 
with whom talks are ongoing, were out of 
contract at the club this summer. 

Frampton, 33, the former club captain 
under Andy Hessenthaler, joined in July 
2011. Gills chairman Paul Scally said he 
had been offered a contract. 

"He's a great lad. I have got no doubt he 
will be back at Gillingham one day in a 
coaching role," said Scally. "He couldn't 
have turned down Wimbledon’s offer. He 
will play a lot more for them than for us. 

"We haven't been able to speak to him, 
but we have spoken to his agent. We were 
going to offer him a one-year deal." 

Scally said there was never any doubt 
that Martin would sign and added that 
talks were ongoing with Burton, 36. 

"We are still talking to Burton's agent," 
he said. "I feel things will happen in the 
next two to three weeks." 


Fixture highlights 


August 3 

Colchester United 

Home 

League One season opener 


August 10 

Wolves 

Away 

August 24 

Swindon 

Away 

Boxing Day 

Leyton Orient 

Home 

May 3 

Shrewsbury 

Home 


League One Last game 


Pinturp' AOY KFRRY 



EXCITED: Paul Scally is pleased with the fixtures 

well, so the pressure is on. It’s also a good time to 
play Brentford and we can get the Swindon one 
out of the way early on and focus on the rest of 
the season.” 

The last time the Gills were in League One for 
the 2009/10 season they got off to a flying start, 
thrashing Swindon 5-0 at Priestfield. This year’s 
opening opposition, Colchester, now managed 
by former Gillingham defender Joe Dunne, have 
been an opening-day fixture before. 

That came back in 2005/06 when Andrew 
Crofts and Darren Byfield were on target as the 
Gills won 2-1 at Priestfield. 

The last 10 seasons have been largely success¬ 
ful on the opening day, with just two defeats suf¬ 
fered in that time. 

Both came away, in 2004/05 at Ipswich (2-1) 
and at Cheltenham in 07/08 (1-0). The Gills 
have played the latter three times on the curtain- 
raiser in the last decade. 


M0T0RSP0RT 

No complacency 
for Byrne as title 
holder tightens 
grip on BSB lead 

DESPITE having already bagged seven podiums 
this season, Shane Byrne is well aware he needs 
to be on top of his game if he is to make history 
in the British Superbike Championship. 

The 36-year-old from Sittingbourne has been 
in imperious form so 
far, rubber-stamping 
his authority on the 
series last weekend 
with a double win at 
Knockhill in Scotland. 

That double 
extended his lead at 
the top of the riders' 
championship to 30 
points, but with the 
season just short of 
the halfway mark he is 
well aware he needs 
to stay on top of his 
game. 

"It was a good day 
at the office. It was pretty difficult in some 
respects, but the races went OK," he said. "I have 
had six wins, a third and a crash. Obviously, I 
would like to leave the crash out of the equation, 
and the third was my mistake as I was going for 
the win. So in eight races it's not too bad so far. 
I'm very happy." 

While he is riding well now, it all comes down 
to the final three Showdown rides, where the 
top six riders form a mini league to fight it out 
for the title in the last three rounds. 

It was in that stage last season that Byrne 
catapulted to the top of the standings and rode 
away with the championship. In doing so he 
matched Ryuichi Kiyonari's record of three titles 
and was just short of the record 43 race wins, 
one he has now passed. 

"It's very important to not be complacent - we 
have got to continue improving," he said. "We 
need to work hard and continue pushing as hard 
as we can to get where we need to be. 

"You can't win the championship until the last 
three runs, but you can give yourself a bit of a 
kick going into them. 

"When I won it last year I was almost happier 
with the triple win at Brands Hatch than the 
title. I don't want to match anybody. Right now 
I'm the most successful rider ever -1 now have 
47 races wins and Kiyo has 43." 



LEAD: Byrne is ahead in 
the BSB rider standings 


NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


CRICKET 


Duo exit Fleet as Gate get Walsh 


Deadly Stevens fires Kent into the record books 


THE revolving door at Ebbsfleet United has 
continued to turn, with Nathan Elder swapping 
Stonebridge Road for Dover Athletic. 

The big striker netted 15 goals last season in 
the Conference Premier and becomes Chris 
Kinnear's third summer signing. 

Fleet utility man Phil Walsh has also left, 
signing for Ryman Premier side Margate. He 
made 35 appearances last term. 

Elsewhere in the Conference South, 

Tonbridge Angels have added a striker to their 
ranks, with former Crystal Palace forward 
Nathaniel Pinney, 21, joining. 

Ryman Premier new boys Maidstone United 
have re-signed former Gillingham youngster 
Alex Brown on a one-year deal. He joined initially 
on loan last year before penning a permanent 
contract until the end of the season. MOVING ON: Elder joins Dover 



KENT became world-record-holders 
this week thanks to an epic fightback 
against Sussex in the Yorkshire Bank 
40. 

The Spitfires chased down the 
Sharks' 336-5 to win with nine balls 
remaining. It surpassed the best 
40-over total set in May 2010, when 
Sussex were again on the wrong end 
of a run chase, the Unicorns reaching 
their target of 326 in the CB40 at 
Arundel. 

It was thanks to another huge 
knock from Darren Stevens, who hit 
the fastest century of the season so 
far, reaching his ton from 44 balls. 
That is just 14 balls more than Chris 
Gayle's record set last month. 



GLORY: Stevens rejoices after his ton 

He eventually went for 118, while 
his partner Sam Northeast crashed 
115 as the Spitfires edged to victory 
with three wickets remaining. The 


winning run came from a wide. 

The victory moved Kent into 
second place in Group A of the 
competition, behind 
Nottinghamshire. 

On the international stage James 
Tredwell has hit the headlines once 
again for his exploits with England. 
The Kent captain put in a man-of- 
the-match performance, taking 
three wickets to help propel England 
to the ICC Champions Trophy final. 

Tredwell has also been selected 
for the T20 squad for the two-match 
series against New Zealand this 
week, with the games taking place 
at The Oval on Tuesday and 
Thursday. 
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LEATHER & FABRIC SOFAS AND SOFA BEDS • DIVANS • BEDFRAMES • MATTRESSES 

WING CHAIRS • FOOTSTOOLS • HEADBOARDS 





Rimini Fabric 
Collection 

3 seater sofa & 2 arm chairs 


Double Ortho 
4 Drawer Divan Set 


was £349 

now £249 

SAVE £100 


was £1398 

now £899 

SAVE £499 


Electric Tilt & 
Rise Chairs 


from £399 


High Seat 
Chairs 

Choice of fabric, 
choice of wood colour 


from £199 


20Vi 




Matching 2 seaters available 
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Chairs now available to buy online 


^ree 


Same day 
delivery service 


oi 634 296905 ia san Simply Sofas & Beds 

Mon-Sat 9-5.30 ^ 

39 High Street, Strood, Kent Sunii-4 www.simplysofasandbeds.co.uk 




























